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FOREWORD 


“Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney and Sark—the Channel Islands.” 

We learned the jingle in school but we learned nothing about 
these oldest overseas possessions of the British Crown other 
than their names. 

Yet Sark, the smallest of the four, is perhaps unique as far 
as its administration goes, for it is still a feudal State, a fief 
held by the Seigneur—at present La Dame, Mrs. S. M. 
Hathaway, O.B.E.—as Tenant-in-Chief of her Majesty the 
Queen, and is entirely self-governing, having its own u Parlia¬ 
ment ”, the Court of Chief Pleas. 

The first Seigneur of Sark was Helier de Carteret, Seigneur 
of St. Ouen, Jersey, who obtained from Elizabeth I in 1565 a 
concession to colonise the Island. After various experiments in 
government, the present system was instituted in 1675, and 
since then has changed only in small details. 

One would have thought, therefore, that students of history, 
at all events, would have made a study of this feudal fief which 
still operates in this twentieth century. Though various 
accounts of Sark have been published, there has been no 
attempt in the present century to record the history of Sark. 

Twenty-five thousand visitors go to the Island every year, 
attracted by the supreme natural beauty of the place, They 
are soon attracted also by the tranquility and peace, and by 
those, ancient qualities of the Sarkmen which have been un¬ 
touched by the so-called march of progress. But when they 
wish to know more about this fascinating little community of 
about 500 souls, there is little available material to inform them. 

So, in this account I am attempting to satisfy two categories 
of reader. First, the visitor who wishes to know more; and 
second, the student of history who finds a particular interest 
in ancient documents. 

For this reason I have divided the book into two parts. The 
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THE STORY OF SARK 

first gives the history and story of Sark, and in the Appendices 
there are the original versions of representative documents 
which illustrate the historical development of the Island and 
its customs. 

For my material I have consulted original documents and 
authorities, but I have been careful to include nothing which 
I consider not to be based on fact. 

I am indebted to La Dame de Sercq, Mrs. S. M, Hathaway, 
O.B.E., for placing records at my disposal, also to the 
Seneschal of Sark, Sieur William Baker, M.B.E., and to the 
Oreffier, Mr. Hilary Carre, for their kindly assistance and ad¬ 
vice. To Mr. Stephen Henry I am grateful for the loan of 
documents, and to Mr. Sheppard, of the Guille AU6s Library, 
Guernsey, for his help in my search in tho Library. 

Finally, T must thank my friend, Mr. Ronald Seth, who has 
advised and guided me on the literary form of the book. With¬ 
out his assistance I should not have been able to produce the 
work in its present form. 

A.R. de C. 

Guernsey, 1956. 
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THE LEGISLATORS 

A cold north-easterly wind swept across the Island, dissipat¬ 
ing all the heat of the brilliant sun which shone from a blue 
sky flecked only here and there with fluffed banks of white 
cloud. Primroses and violets and bluebells speckled the hedge¬ 
rows. The young bracken was pushing its green head through 
the turf, and the trees were heavy with leaf-buds not yet 
broken. The clop of the horses hooves and the crunch of 
carriage wheels on the rough surface of the roads were, for the 
moment, the only sounds to break the stillness about the 
Island, except for screaming gulls and the distance-muted hum 
of a tractor preparing a field for sowing. 

In the little low building of the Boys’ School opposite Le 
Clos a Jaon, not far from the Church, there was silence too, 
broken only by an occasional cough, the gritty stirring of feet 
on the bare boards of the floor, and the Greffier’s voice as he 
read from the list before him. 

“ La Dame de Serq,” called the Greffier. 

a Pour,” replied La Dame. 

“ Monsieur Edmond Falle,” called the Greffier. 

u Porn*,” answered Monsieur Falle. 

“ Sieur Marcus IConig.” 

41 Pour ” 

“ Sieur I-Ienry Bell.” 

" Pour.” 

And the Greffier read on, noting the pour and the contre 7 
until he reached the end of his list. 

“Deputy Harold William de Carteret.” 

“ Contre,” 

“ Deputy John Philip Hamon, of Beaulieu.” 

41 Contre.” 

For a moment there was expectant silence while the Greffier 
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added up the votes. Then he whispered briefly to the Seneschal 
sitting on his right. 

The Sieur William Baker, M.B.E., Seneschal of Sark, cleared 
his throat. 

“ The proposition is carried/' ho announced. " Twonty-nine 
pour , twenty-two contre” 

He looked down at his agenda paper, and went on: “ The 
next item on the agenda is Protection of Birds . . . Deputy 
Lanyon.” 

A Deputy of the People stood up. lie spoke clearly, making 
his points with a brevity which gave authority to his views. 
When he had finished, one or two others rose to support or 
oppose him, and when no one else showed any desire to speak 
the Greffier read again from his list, the vote was taken and 
announced, and the Seneschal passed on to the next item. 

It was a long agenda, and not all the propositions were dis¬ 
posed of so easily. Presently voices became sharp-edged and 
the atmosphere tensed, holding, even more tightly than before, 
the attention of the spectators. Feet were still; people forgot to 
cough; all heads craned forward the better to see and hear 
the exchanges being given and received by the legislators in 
front of them. 

This Easter Meeting of the Court of Chief Pleas of Sark, 
the Island Parliament, had attracted many, especially of the 
early visitors to the Island who were anxious to see at work 
what is perhaps the only feudal court still functioning regu¬ 
larly. Facing them behind a table across the end oE the room, 
sat the Seneschal, the President of Chief Picas, on whose right 
was La Dame del Serq, the Lady of Sark. On his left sat the 
-Greffier, who is the Registrar and keeper o£ tlio records and 
archives. With them at the table were the other officers; the 
Prevot, who performs the office of Sheriff; the Constable and 
the Vingtenier, who with tho PrSvot, represent the Law, the 
executives of the Seneschal's verdicts in his second role of 
Magistrate. 
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In the front rows facing the table were the remainder of the 
forty Tenants of La Dame, who by the right of their Tenancies 
automatically sit in the Court of Chief Pleas; and with them 
twelve Deputies, elected by the inhabitants to represent their 
interests vis4-vis La Dame and the Tenants. The Deputies 
were first added to the Island Parliament in 1922. On this 
April day in 1955 they were even more alert than usual, for 
they had only recently been elected and were anxious to show 
the electors that they had not misplaced their judgment in 
choosing them. 

The asperity which had suddenly burst on the proceedings 
was caused by one of the Tenants, who insisted on speaking in 
Sark French. Among the Tenants are various newcomers, 
not Sarkmen, who have purchased their Tenancies, and who 
have no knowledge of the native language. These, fearing that 
some Law might be written into the Statute Book, or some de¬ 
cision taken in their ignorance of what was being said, 
strenuously objected. At once the legislators were split into 
two parties, and soon personalities were involved. 

The Seneschal rapped on the table to restore order. 

M Everyone,” he reminded them, “ has the right to address 
the Court either in French or English.” 

w But some of us don’t understand the patois he was told 
The word patois somehow had an offensive note. “ If French 
is to be spoken, then what is said must be translated into 
English.” 

“ Very well, that shall be done,” the Seneschal agreed. 

The Tenant, whose rapid flow of Sark French had been in¬ 
terrupted, continued what he wished to say. He spoke for 
some minutes, and when he sat down, the Seneschal translated 
into English what he bad said. 

But the Seneschal spoke only two or three sentences, where¬ 
as the Tenant had spoken for at least five minutes; and the 
difference did not please the English-speaking Tenants. They 
seemed to suspect that the Seneschal's summary might have 
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omitted some important point of: the Tenant's argument. But 
they had to accept it. 

Clearly the Seneschal would stand no nonsense. The set of 
his features, and his eyes flashing behind his spectacles in¬ 
dicated that. 

“ We shall be here all day if we carry on like this,” ho said. 
“ Let's get back to business.” 

But there was one Tenant who believed he had the duty to 
protect the liberty of the individual. Somehow he contrived 
to introduce into the next debate, though it had no connection 
with it, his objection to the wording of the summons to attend 
the Court. 

“ I object,” he announced “ to the use of the phrase auec la 
permission de La Dame. It should be avee Ic consent de La 
Dame” 

“It was always permission ,” La Dame interpolated. “ Jt has 
been so since my grandfather's day, and long before that.” 

Actually, it is a petty quibble which the Tenant has raised. 
The difference in meaning of: the two words could only be 
argued by a pedantic philologist. Nevertheless, his objection 
shows that the rights and privileges of the inhabitants of Sark 
are to be as jealously guarded now as they have been for the 
last four centuries. 

Once more the Seneschal brings the assembly back to the 
subject under discussion. A Deputy has proposed that before 
a vote is made for the money to bo spent on certain public 
works, tenders should be invited. 

“ It's putting the cart before the horse,” he says, “ for Chief 
Pleas to vote £500 for repairs to the Girls’ School roof, and 
then to ask for tenders. By doing this wo toll the contractors 
how much we're prepared to spend, and obviously they're going 
to see that they get every penny of it, though the job might bo 
done for less. In fact, in the past the jobs have boon given to 
.a contractor without tender, and without consultation with 
Chief Pleas.” 





THE LEGISLATORS 


There are implications here; imputations almost. Tenants 
jump to their feet to refute them. But the proposer doggedly 
insists in his assertions. 

lie is called upon to justify himself, and he has come pre¬ 
pared for that. In his hand he has a list of contracts carried 
out in the recent past. Unfortunately, he has been misin¬ 
formed, and every example he gives is proved false. 

“ I think,” says the Seneschal sharply, “ that you would do 
well to make sure of your facts b of ore coming to Chief Pleas 
and making accusations.” 

But despite this, the general trend of the proposal has been 
taken, and it is agreed that, in future, tenders shall be invited 
and the best accepted before money is voted. 

Presently it is time for luncheon, and the Sark Parliament 
adjourns. At two o’clock the Officers, the Tenants and the 
Deputies reassemble, and for another hour or more they regu¬ 
late the public life of the Island, taking decisions and making 
laws. 

When all is done, as they began, so now they end. The session 
opened by the Greffier reading the Lord’s Prayer in French 
and the calling of the roll. It is closed by the Greffier reading 
another prayer in French. The chairs are pushed back, and the 
Tenants, Deputies and spectators file out of the schoolroom 
and go their ways. 

The Court of Chief Pleas is required to meet at least three 
times a year, at Michaelmas, Christmas and Easter. But if 
any urgent business warrants them, special sessions are called. 

One of the complaints laid before this meeting was that there 
would not have been such a long agenda had more extra¬ 
ordinary sessions been called. To which the Seneschal had re¬ 
torted that in the preceding twelve months no less than thir¬ 
teen extraordinary sessions had been held. 

Chief Pleas regulates the life of the Island, framing the Laws 
and electing some of the officers. La Dame, who owns the 
Island and is Seigneur of the fief, appoints the Seneschal, the 
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Greffier and the Pr4vot, subject to the approval of the Crown 
through the Lieutenant-Governor of Guernsey. No one but the 
Crown may intervene in the administration of the Island. 

Life runs smoothly, though not always quietly. Now and 
then it is enlivened by an event or by a proposition which 
raises the interest of all the inhabitants so that in the taverns, 
at the corners, at the harbour, partisans of both sides discuss 
and argue. Such matters avoid the ruts in the road that leads 
to ennuie; and boredom could be fatal to a community such 
as this. 

But there is no boredom on the Island. The Sarkese are an 
industrious and lively-minded people, though it would be 
wrong to suggest that they overwork. Life progresses sedately. 
They are a proud people, too, for not only do their roots sink 
deep into antiquity, the customs o£ antiquity govern their 
lives to-day as they did, when they were not yet customs, in 
the days of the first Seigneurs. 

In a tavern the other evening they were talking about fairies 
who inhabit a certain cave. On one side of the room sat five 
elderly Sarkmen; on the other two young ones. One of the 
latter claimed that he had seen the fairies, to which one of the 
old men retorted: “ Impossible! My grandfather never saw 
them, so I’m sure you haven’t! ” 

The young man looked across at a visitoi*, and with a dis¬ 
gusted shrug of his shoulders, indicating the old men, he said: 
u That’s what’s wrong with them. Because it didn’t liappeu to 
their grandfathors, it can’t happen now.” 

He did not realise that in saying this, he was relying far 
more on tradition than the man who had virtually called him 
a liar. For the fairies he claimed to have seen have their 
origins a long way further back than the sceptic’s grandfather. 

Compared with what is happening elsewhere, this is one of 
the remarkable things about Sark. While believing themselves 
to be modern, the young generation cling firmly to tho ancient. 
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So long as they remain in the Island, they cannot escape its 
traditions. 

It has always been so, and unless a cataclysm overtakes the 
Island, it is likely to remain so. The influence of Ilelier de 
Carteret and his forty families, from whom the people to-day 
have sprung, is as strong now as when they first landed in 
Sark four hundred years ago. 


IT 
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THE EARLY FORTUNES AND MISFORTUNES OF SARK 

Tn the early years of her reign, Queen Elizabeth I ordered an 
inquiry to be made into the condition of Sark, urged to do so, 
no doubt, not only to satisfy the complaints of her merchants, 
who had suffered much in the past at the hands of pirates who 
had made Sark their lair, but because those qualities which she 
had inherited from her father made it impossible for her to ac¬ 
cept that any part of her realm should remain derelict when it 
could be developed and add a few pounds Lo her Treasury. 
And an additional reason was undoubtedly the fear that the 
French might make now attempts to seize the Island, and use 
it as a stepping stone for depriving the English Crown of the 
oldest of its overseas possessions. 

In 3563 the Island of Sark was deserted. It had had few 
inhabitants during the previous two hundred years, for its 
history had been one of invasion, ravage and pillage of the 
fiercest and bloodiest kinds. 

About the year 565 A.D., Magloire, the son of Alfrolla, the 
sister of Anne, daughter of Maurice, the King of Glamorgan¬ 
shire, came to the Island. Ann had married Amon cVlIy, known 
as Amon the Black, who was the father of tit. Sampson and 
son of Emyr Lhydau, of Broton origin, who was Seigneur of 
a territory in America. 

Magloire, whoso name is said by Ferdinand Tupper in his 
History of Guernsey , to be derived from Mac Gloir or Macgloir, 
Son of Glory, was born in 535 A.D. in the Bishopric of Vannea, 
his father being Umbradelus, the brothor of Amon, thus making 
Magloire a cousin of St. Sampson, who was Abbot of Dol, a 
cathedral town a few miles south-east of tit. Male. About the 
age of five, he was sent to his uncle, St. Htut, Abbot of 
Glamorgan, to whom his education in piety and literature was 
entrusted. 

Later Magloire is said to have succeeded St. Sampson as 
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Abbot of Do], and then as archbishop. It is difficult to follow 
the old chroniclers entirely, but it is certain that both Magloire 
and St. Sampson had connections with Dol. In the ancient 
cathedral there, figures of the two saints are to be seen in the 
window behind the High Altar, that is, in the position of 
greatest importance. 

Magloire’s reputation for sanctity very early made his in¬ 
tervention with the Almighty much sought after by those in 
all kinds of distress. It is said that one day he was called to 
a man stricken with a fatal illness, and as a remedy pre¬ 
scribed that the patient should be bathed and his family fast 
for three days. The treatment was successful, and the patient, 
as a thankoffering, gave to Magloire half the lands which he 
owned in Sark. The identity of the benefactor is in dispute. 
According to some authorities it was a certain Count of 
Loiesco, in Neustrie; while others affirm that it was a certain 
Sieur Badwall, who held the title of overlord of Sark, which, 
even before the arrival of St. Magloire, had some sort of com¬ 
munity living on it. 

Magloire possessed strong leanings towards the meditative 
life, and accepting the gift, he resigned from the abbacy and 
archbishopric of Dol, and came to Sark with a number of 
monks. Here they set about building a small monastery. 

The site they chose was at the head of the stream, in the 
shelter of the valley running down to the cove on the north¬ 
west side of Sark, called the Port du Moulin. The country 
round about the monastery became known as La Moinerie, and 
is still called by that name. The Port du Moulin was so- 
called because the monks built a water-mill nearby the 
monastery, for grinding their corn. This mill was operated 
by the stream running down the valley into the cove below, and 
the mill-pond can still be found opposite L’Eeluse farmhouse. 

A chapel was also erected on the site where Le Manohr 
now stands. When excavations -lyere carried out at the time 
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of the building of the Girls* School, many coins dating back 
to 735 A.D. were found. 

In his uncle’s monastery in Glamorgan, where ho had been 
reared, St. Magloire had been subject to a strict regime, and 
it is quite likely that he instituted a similar Rule hero. At 
St. Iltut’s monastery the monks Look iheir first meal of the 
day three hours after noon. Though they must have been 
hungry by this time, it was a punishable offence for a monk 
to have any superfluity. Their Psalmody was regulated thus. 
First came three psalms at each of the three hours of Ihc day 
which divided their work. At Vespers, sung bcfoi'c they ate, 
twelve psalms were recited. On ordinary days during the six 
winter months thirty-six psalms were chanted at the night 
offices, and twenty-four during the summer months, while the 
complete Psalter was sung on Saturdays and Sundays during 
three of the winter months. 

The smallest faults, such as not saying Amen 1o the Abbot’s 
Benediction, speaking at table, or coughing during the chanting 
of a psalm, were punished by six strokes of the whip. For 
more serious faults twelve lashes wero ordained, and occasion¬ 
ally fifty and even two hundred, though not more than twenty- 
five might be administered at one time, 

St. Magloire, who also built a clmpcl at Si. Sampson’s in 
Guernsey, died in Sark on 24th October, 017 A.D. The monks 
however remained at the monastery until Norman invaders, 
who ravaged the Islands about 1413, caused them to llec. 

The Grant of Duke Richard III of Normandy, dated 1026, 
shows that the Islands of Alderney and Sark were in his pos¬ 
session. His successor, William the Conqueror, gave the two 
islands to the monastery of Mont St, Michel about J042. 

Subsequently Sark passed into the possession of the family 
of Vernon, who had succeeded the Rivicrs, and William Vernon 
gave the monastery of St. Magloire to the Abbey of Monte- 
bourg. From the deed which convoyed this gift, it appears that 
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the monastery consisted of the enclosure and the Chapel of 
St. Magloire, and two acres of land situated beyond the en¬ 
closure, together with the rights of pasture over the whole 
Island. 

The gift was confirmed by Richard, son of William Vernon, 
in 1196 by the following deed: 

DEED OF RICHARD VERNON 

Be it known to all persons present, and to posterity, tliat I, Rickard 
de Vernon, have given, and by this Deed confirmed, to the Abbey of 
St. Mary Montebourg, the place of Saint Maglorius, which is in the 
Island of Sarlt, together with the whole of the enclosure, and the site 
of the mill, which was Saint Maglorius's, to be placod wherever may 
be best and most conveniently placed within my domain, with the 
ponds (or mill dams) and the straw of a particular kind namely of 
oats, as fuel for the monks who shall reside there. 

I have given, besides this place of Saint Maglorius’s, to the/ monks 
of Montebourg appointed for the service of God in the same, as a per¬ 
petual alms for the love of God and the salvation of my soul, thirty 
solidi of Anjou j and further, for the chapel of Saint Eustacho, ten 
solidi; in such manner that the monks of the aforenamed place may 
receive all these monies iu the same island at one yearly payment, on 
the feast of Saint Christopher by the hand of my Provost, out of the 
eighty pounds of Anjou which I was in receipt of, as rent from the said 
Island, and also the land called the Fosses, and that of La Hannifcre 1 * 
which my people and my agent, Obshar, for the gathering in of all my 
harvest have sworn to as belonging to me. 

All these I have given to God and to Saint Eustache and to Saint 
Maglorius as a perpetual alms. 

Done before me in the chapel of Saint Maglorius in the same Island 
in the year of The Incarnate Word One Thousand One Hundred and 
Ninety-six, and that this alms may for ever be faithfully observed I 
have confirmed this present deed with my seal, in the presence of these 
witnesses, Peter d'Oglandis, Richarde de Ozouville, William the Clerk, 
Matthew the Priest, and many others. 

SIGIL. V. RICARDI DE (VER)NONE. 3 

Within ten years of the signing of this Deed, Sark was taken 
from the French. Seven years later, in 1212, they recaptured 


1 The field called La Hanniire is a field belonging to the Tenancy of Beauregard in 

which grows Han, a species of rush known as Cyperus longus, which grows nowhere else 
in Sark. 

3 The seal to this Deed represented a horseman carrying a shield bearing a saltire, 
for the House of Vernon, the armorial bearings of the House of Vernon, to which 
Ma tilde, the wife of the founder of Blonchclande Abbey in Guernsey, belonged. 
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it, only to lose it in the following year, and to take possession 
of it again in 1216, Some time during the roign of Henry III 
it returned to England, and remained in English hands for a 
period, for we learn that the revenue from Sark due to King 
Edward 1 in 1272 was: 

From the Annual Assize 300 solidi loumoin, 

From the Cham parts 20 librao, 

From the Tenants of the Island 82£ quarters of wheat annually, 

500 rabbits worth l'O livres tournois, 

From the Poulago 27 fowls and 83 chiehons, 

Duty on iisli to the value of 15 livros tournois, 

Poulago and tithe of ilax 5 solidi, 

Escheats 2 bushoLs of wheat; 

the total value of the Royal Revenue being sot at 80 livros 
tournois. The price of a quarter in. those days was six solidi, 
equal to about eighty shillings of present-day currency; where¬ 
as fourteen livres tournois equalled £1 old Guernsey currency, 
or 19/1 sterling to-day. 

For the next two hundred years Sark was a battlefield. 
About 1336 the Scots, under David Bruce, helped by the French, 
devastated Sark and Guernsey. In 1337, Edward 111 sent a 
commission to the four islands to levy and train the inhabitants 
in the use of arms. But the commission had little time at their 
disposal, for in 1338 Bahuehct the Norman captured Sark, 
Alderney and Guernsey. A little less than a hundred years 
later, in the reign of Henry TV, tho French pillaged and ravaged 
the islands in a most inhuman manner, and it was during these 
attacks that the monks left Sark. 

During the reigns of Henry VII and VI IT the Channel Islands 
enjoyed a period of peace. The French, however, had not 
surrendered their intention to occupy Sark, which was of first 
importance to them as a base in their struggle against England 
and her Channel possessions. In 1548, the French King, 
Henry in, decided to annexe the Island. 

Henry equipped a small invasion fleet and appointed a 
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certain Captain Poulain, Baron de la Garde, as commander of 
the operation. According to the original order, whieh may be 
.seen at Fontainbleau, a Captain Frangois Brnel was to be in 
charge of the troops, and the expedition was to set out in 
July, 1549. 

The fleet, which sailed from the naval port of Lc Havre, com¬ 
prised eleven galleys and twelve other ships, and was com¬ 
manded by Leon Strozzi, who was the Prior of Capua and 
cousin-german to Catherine de 7 Medici. Other vessels came up 
from St. Malo to meet and reinforce the invading fleet, and the 
landing was made on Sark on 31st July, 1549, directed by 
Captain Poulain. 

The ships carried with them four hundred armed men, mostly 
•convicts. The landing was made without opposition, for by 
this time only smugglers and pirates had their lairs on the 
Island, which they used as a base to harry the shipping of any 
nationality which came within the scope of their operations, 
to the distress and annoyance of the inhabitants of Jersey and 
Guernsey and the merchants of England. 

From the cliffs of Sark the French looked over towards the 
larger island of Guernsey, which lies six miles to the west, and 
there saw, anchored in the roads of St. Peter Port, an English 
fleet under the command of a Captain de Winter. The French 
had come up on the east side of Sark and anchored in the 
Gr&ve de la Ville, so that they had not been perceived by the 
English look-outs, being hidden by the high plateau of the 
Island. 

Poulain was a man who seized his opportunities. That same 
night, under cover of darkness, he crossed with his ships to 
take the English by surprise, the majority of whose officers 
were sleeping ashore. 

The French, approaching quietly in the darkness, attempted 
to board one of the English ships, La Mignonne. But something 
happened, no one knows quite what, to arouse the suspicion of 
the guard, who raised the alarm. 
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As soon as the firing began, the English officers rushed back 
to their ships, and after a stiff engagement the French were 
driven off, for the English also had the support of the guns of 
Castle Cornet, the fortress which dominates the harbour of 
St. Peter Port. Poulain then sailed on to Boulot Bay, on the 
north coast of Jersey, where the troops were put ashore, 
climbed the cliffs and penetrated the island as far as the village 
of Trinity. There they burned the house of Ilelier dc la Rocque, 
who subsequently died of wounds received in a valiant attempt 
to protect his homestead. 

At length the Jersoymen repulsed Lhe invaders, some of whom 
succeeded in regaining their ships. As they left, sailing down 
the east coast of the island, they captured the corsair belonging 
to Henry Cornish, Governor of Jersey, which was lying in St. 
Catherine’s Bay. The corsair was an excellent prize, for she 
was fully loaded with spoil, having just returned from eighteen 
months of buccaneering. The Governor was not popular with 
the Jerseymen, and the loss of his ship caused them little con¬ 
cern. The French, having suffered considerable damago, put 
in to St. Malo to refit before returning to Sark. 

Bruel, who had been placed in command of Sark, immedi¬ 
ately set about consolidating his position against a counter¬ 
attack by the English. One of his first acts was to construct 
three stone forts on the sites of earthworks thrown up by the 
Normans some centuries earlier. 

One of these forts was built at L'Eperquerie, to defend the 
northern approach, and its remains are still visible. Another 
was built on Little Sark, near to La Coupee, to protect the 
main island from an attack from the south across the isthmus. 
The third, and smallest, was erected in Great Sark. Called 
the Chateau des Qu6nevets, it was on the promontory now 
known as the Hog's Back. 

The occupation of Sark did not continue for long. The 
French troops immured in the island, missed their homes, their 
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families and their friends, and so many of them deserted that, 
ultimately, only thirty were left to guard the place. Captain 
Bruel also experienced great difficulty in provisioning his 
garrison, and eventually was compelled to appeal to the Duo 
d’Estampes, Governor of Brittany, for aid. 

About the middle of August, the Constable de Montmor¬ 
ency, Governor and Lieutenant-General of the King in 
Brittany, despatched some supplies by the King’s directions . 1 

"Monsieur,” wrote de Montmorency to the Due d'Estampes on 15th 
August, 1549, "You have done that which is most agreeable to our 
Lord the King in having conveyed wine to Captain Bruel who is in 
tho island of Sark; and you will do even more by sending him sheep 
and other victuals, in the same way that you have delivered the wine; 
and likewise by ordering and making possible the embarkation of the 
two hundred men that his brother sends to him as reinforcements, 
since the galleys are no longer there to do this. I write to the King, 
that if it pleases him, to send money to St. Malo, if thia has not been 
done; and as for the flowngs (light vessels) which Bruel asks for, 
the Prior of Capua has passed by there on his return to St. Malo and 
has satisfied him on this point. 

The Camp at Nourvillier this 15th day of August 
1549, 

Your Servant and good friend, 
Montmorency.” 

Three days later the Constable was again writing to the Duke: 

"Monsieur, The King whom, this afternoon, I have met here, is 
very happy to hear the good news that has been sent to him con¬ 
cerning the commotion in England. He is sending money to St. Malo 
for the embarkation and transportation to the island of Sark of the 
two hundred men to be placed under the charge of young Bruel, as 
he has written to you, advising you, Monsieur, that he has given orders 
to supply those in the island from Normandy. The Prior of Capua 
will also deliver a frigate, so they will not need the small craft you 
have sent thorn. Once again, they must be supplied from Normandy, 
nevertheless you will supply only against payment and will leave the 
small craft you have sent them only until they receive the frigate. 

Your Servant and good friend, 
Montmorency.” 


3 The original French versions of this and the following two letters are at Appendices 
1, 2 and 3. 
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Captain Bruol must have been a dogged young man, de~ 
termined not 1o be forgotten in his Channel outpost, for, the 
next month the King himself wrote to him. 

“I have heard (wroto liis Majesty) what you have written to my 
cousin, the Constable of my affairs, concerning that which I have 
done to give you all possible supplies, and advise you that I would 
not have you lack anything. On account of which, as you will have 
already hoard, I have charged my cousin to cause you to wrilo more 
fully, and he will keep me informed of your views. 

Praying Cod, Bruol, that lie may proloet you. 

Written at Compiogne the 23rd day of Sejitember, 1540. 

Henry." 

Brtiel stayed in Sark for only two years. In 1551 he was 
appointed Captain of Granville, and departed, leaving the 
Island in the care of his brother, Captain Bi'uel do la Roche. 
Two years later the handful oC Frenchmen remaining were 
overpowered by a party of Flemings. 

The Flemings were at this time the allies of the English. 
The latter, unwilling to disrupt the peace which was surpris¬ 
ingly obtaining between them and the French at this period, 
hinted to them that they would like Sark to be cleared of the 
invader. Led by Adrian Crole of Enkhuyson, in the Low 
Countries, the Flemings had obtained from the Count do 
Beveron, Admiral of the Fleet to the Emperor Charles V, King 
o£ Spain and ruler of! the Netherlands, a licence to equip two 
ships “ for adventure 

On 6th September, 1553, Crole found himself off the coast 
of Guernsey, and putting in at St. Peter Port, with the assist¬ 
ance of Thomas Compton, the lieutenant of Sir PeLor Newtas, 
Governor of the Island, ho collected a number of Giicrnseymen 
to act as pilots and guides and at one o’clock in the morning 
of 7th September, he landed on Littlo Sark with a hundred and 
fifty men, They encountered no opposition, and within a short 
time the Island was entirely in their hands. 

Crole was delighted with the ease with which he had ac¬ 
complished his task, and hastened to acquaint Queen Mary. 
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But she, a careful, parsimonious Tudor, gave him no reward; 
nor did she pay his expenses, which amounted to about three 
hundred crowns. Her excuse was that she could not openly 
display her approval of what Crole had done lest she offended 
the French, and provoked a breach of the uneasy peace. 

The Governor of Jersey, Sir Hugh Poulet, immediately 
ordered the destruction of the three forts which Bruel had 
erected in Sark, and the Seigneur of Glatigny was authorised 
by the King of France to attempt the colonisation of the Island 
anew as Bruel had failed in his mission. A new outbreak of 
war between France and England, however, frustrated 
Glatigny’s plans, and Sark once more became the lair of pirates 
and smugglers who were to cause the merchants of Jersey, 
Guernsey and England so much annoyance and prompted 
Queen Elizabeth to send a Commission to inquire into the 
position. 

The Commission began its inquiry in 1563, and while it was 
still functioning, a prominent Jerseyman approached the 
authorities with a request for permission to colonise the Island. 

Ilelier de Carteret, the Seigneur of St. Ouen, was a shrewd 
man. Having obtained the Commission’s consent in principle, 
he went to Sark, and ploughing a small patch of land, planted 
wheat, whose subsequent crop was to determine whether he 
would take up the concession granted him. The following 
summer proved that the land was fertile and capable of sup¬ 
porting a population, and in 1565, on 6th August, the Queen 
granted him permission to colonise the Island, and in due 
course conferred upon him the seigneurial rights, by which he 
was created the first Lord of Sark. 
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Helier was the son of Sir Edward de Carteret, the previous 
Seigneur of St. Ouen, Jersey, and a descendant of the long* 
unbroken line of de Carterets of that famous Manor, who had 
first landed in Jersey in 950 A.D, In 1563, still a comparatively 
young man, he had been married for several years to his first 
cousin, Margaret, the only daughter and heiress of his uncle, 
Helier de Carteret, Bailiff of Jersey. By Margaret, who had 
previously been married to Clement Dumaresq, Seigneur of 
Samares, Jersey, Helier had three children, all sons. 

Philippe, the oldest of these boys, was later to succeed his 
father as Seigneur of St. Ouen and Sark. Born in 1652, he 
married, on 10th January, 1580, Rachel, the only child of 
George Poulet, Bailiff of Jersey, at Mont Orgueil Castle. The 
second son, Amias, Amice or Amys, was the founder of the 
line of de Carterets of Trinity. At Trinity church, on 1.0th 
October, 1578, he married Catherine, only child of Gilles 
Lempri&re, Seignour of Trinity. Catherine died at Castle 
Cornet, Guernsey, on 2nd December, 1610, and Amias erected 
a tablet to her memory in the Town Church at St. Peter Port. 
Amias has his own special place in the history of the Channel 
Islands, for, though a Jerseyman, he became a Jurat of the 
Royal Court of Guernsey and later Lieixtenant Governor and 
Bailiff of that Island, being the only man ever to hold the two 
offices at the same time. He died in Guernsey and was buried 
in the Town Church on 16th April, 1631. The third son, 
William, became a Jurat of the Royal Court of Jersey. 

Well satisfied with his experiments on Sark, Helier left his 
Manor at St. Ouen and crossed to the Island with his wife and 
family and a number of kindred spirits. There were no houses 
of any kind on Sark, and for shelter they established them¬ 
selves temporarily in the ruins of St, Magloire’s monastery and 
in the chapel which stood on the present site of the old Manoir. 
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It seems that the ruins were not at all commodious, because 
the immigrants soon set about building for themselves rough 
shelters of bracken, stone and furze. This rough accommoda¬ 
tion was all of a piece with the hard life which confronted 
them. Except for the small patch which Helier had cultivated 
for his experiment, the Island was overgrown with brambles 
and furze. Everything they needed, horses, oxen, cattle, food, 
tools and seed, and building materials had to be brought to 
the Island from either Jersey or Guernsey. Roads had to be 
made, houses built and the land cleared, and the depredations 
of wild animals which abounded in the Island had to be 
overcome. 

Margaret de Carteret was a woman of her times. Even so, 
her courage in accompanying her husband to this desolate 
island must have been outstanding. Her presence among the 
colonists and the example she set them contributed much to 
the success of the venture. 

But Margaret was not the only woman in the company. 
Under the Letters Patent by which Queen Elizabeth granted 
Helier the concession, he was to take with him forty men. Such 
men would naturally have to share de Carteret's own venture¬ 
some qualities and be hardy adventurers, willing to accept the 
arduous life and the strenuous work necessary to make a suc¬ 
cess of the new colony. 

Many of those he chose were married men, who were pre¬ 
pared to take their wives and families with them. This was- 
a wise and shrewd move, for with the women as homemakers 
the men would be more content, and the presence of their 
families would act as a spur. Of the original forty, thirty-five 
were Jerseymen and their families, the remaining five coming 
from Guernsey. 

The Island which they had decided to make their home was 
a high plateau, with rocky approaches and frowning heights, 
standing like a permanent sentinel between Europe and its 
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sister islands, which lay behind its protecting shell or and de¬ 
pended on it at this time to act as a bastion to take the brunt 
of foreign plunderers who attacked it from time to time. Its 
position was about six miles to the cast of Guernsey, twelve 
miles nortli-wesl of Jersey and about twenty-two miles west of 
the town of Carteret on the coast of Normandy. 

In shape it was long and narrow, for while it measured three 
miles from north to south, at its greatest width it was only 
three thousand yards. Rising abruptly out of the sea to a 
height of 365 feet, it had a rugged, almost inaccessible coast¬ 
line, which, with its many indentations, surprisingly extended 
to forty miles or more. 

The Island was naturally divided into two parts, joined by 
an extremoly narrow isthmus. Timo and the tromendous 
pounding of the seas had eaten away much of the coast, leaving 
here and there sections of harder rock, so that dozens of small 
islels, inhabited only by seabirds, pierced the surface of the 
surrounding water. 

One of these islets was much larger than the others. Lying 
close to the western coast, Brechou, or L’llo des Marchands 
as it is also called, was approximately twelve hundred yards 
from west to east, and two hundred and fifty yards from north 
to south. It was not so high as Sark, reaching a maximum of 
only one hundred and fifty feet. It was separated from the 
main island by a very narrow and deep channel, through which 
the tide rushed with groat speed, though it was found to he 
navigable by small boats at all states of the tide. 

Such then, was Ilolier’s Sark, and the visilor to-day will 
find that, with one or Iwo exceptions, it has changed little. 
The isthmus, for example, now known as La Coupee, in Jfelier’s 
time rose to a peak over which a rough track ran to join the 
northern part, Greater Sark, with the southern, Little Sark. 
This path was most dangerous for pedestrians, and nearly two 
centuries after Helier’s arrival it was still almost impossible 
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to cross safely in a gale. The records of the Island note that 
on 18tli May, 1731, Philippe Ilamon, a farmer who lived on 
Little Sark, was blown over the cliff and killed, while trying 
to cross in a high wind. A proper road-way was made in later 
years, and when the 249th Company of the Royal Engineers 
went to the Island after Hitler's War to demolish fortifications; 
built by the Germans during their occupation from 1940 to 
1945, they built a ten-foot wide roadway with protecting 
railings. But the roek of La Coupee is soft, and every year the 
sea makes new inroads, so that it must eventually happen that 
the narrow isthmus will collapse and Sark will become two- 
islands. 

Brechou is inhabited now, also. It has several fine, modern 
houses on it. But before anyone lived there, it was a favourite 
hunting ground for the Sark people, some of whom are reputed 
to have made as much as £20 a year from the pelts of the 
rabbits they caught there. Since 1st April, 1779, however, the 
trapping of rabbits has been forbidden by an Ordinance, under 
penalty of twenty-one livres tournois, or thirty shillings old 
currency. 

To-day, too, Sark has two harbours which are situated side 
by side on the eastern side of the Island, where they are 
sheltered from the strong south-westerly gales which are very 
prevalent in these waters. Each is large enough to accom¬ 
modate one of the small coastal vessels which ply between 
Guernsey and Sark. 

The older of the harbours, Le Creux, was begun by Helier 
de Carteret. La Maseline harbour is much more modern. Be¬ 
gun in 1938, it was completed after the War, and was officially 
opened on 23rd June, 1949, by H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh, 
when he visited the Channel Islands with H.R.H. the Princess 
Elizabeth. 

Besides these two main harbours, there is also a fishermen's 
harbour on the western side of Sark, just south of Brechou. 
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This harbour is a natural one, having no built-up breakwater, 
but only a landing pier against the cliffs. It is called Havre 
Gosselin, named after Nicolas Gosselin, about whom wc shall 
be hearing very shortly. From the landing-place there is a long 
steep climb up the three hundred foot high cliffs to Beauregard. 
It possesses a good anchorage and is still occasionally used to 
disembark passengers and mail when weather conditions pre¬ 
vent vessels from entering either of the main harbours. 

At one time a small pier was built at I/Eperclierie cles 
Congres, on the north-eastern corner of the Island, by Plelier 
do Carteret’s little band. As much of the land there was sub¬ 
sequently washed away, some of it possibly in the great 
earthquake of 3 691, and also because It was too exposed to 
the north-east to be really safe as an anchorage, it was 
abandoned. 

The other great difference, of course, was that for the first 
Seigneur and his companions, the Island was a wilderness. But 
it was not long, however, before the face of the Island began 
to change. Queen Elizabeth I had laid down the broad prin¬ 
ciples of organisation and administration of the colonists; and 
as these principles still govern the life of tho Sark people, 
four centuries later, it is interesting to note what they were. 

Grant of Sarh by Queen Elisabeth in oapito 
To Belief do Carteret , Lord of St. Oum } Jerxcy. 

Elizabeth, by the Grace of God, of England, Franco and Ireland, 
Queen, Defender of the Faith, etc., to all to whom those presents shall 
come, greeting. 

Whereas our Island of Sark, situate near our Islands of Guernsey and 
Jersey, within our Duchy of Normandy, is now and. hath boon for a 
long time past, void, waste, uninhabited and not cultivated, manured 
or occupied by any of our subjects—during which time not only we 
and our progenitors have lost the ancient and accustomed profits, rents, 
revenues, incomes and emoluments, from thence long since, and of old 
time, due to our progenitors and precedings—neither has any of our 
beloved and liege subjects, for many years past, had any advantage 
emolument or profit from thence upon that account but also, the 
aame Island, by reason of its being waste and deserted hath, therefore, 
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during the same time been and still iB, in time of war, a convenient 
place, access and cover, to conceal and confederate our enemies, at¬ 
tempting hostilities on our said Islands, and others of our dominions; 
and in time of peace, pirates, thieves and such like, endeavouring to 
lay wait for and plunder our beloved subjects, inhabiting our afore¬ 
said Islands of Jersey and Guernsey and others adjacent to them 
frequenting them or trafficking among themselves to the great harm 
and no small damage of all our subjects inhabiting the aforesaid 
Islands, to our certain knowledge: 

We, therefore, maturely consulting and providing for the safety and 
tranquility of the State and wear-publick of the aforesaid Islands, and 
also, greatly weighing and pondering all things and circumstances, to 
be considered in that behalf, are persuaded that nothing will be more 
proper or more expedient for the subduing, expelling and rooting out 
such enemies, pirates and thieves from the aforesaid Island of Sark, 
than, as much as may be, to order, take care and provide that our 
above-mentioned Island of Sark be, for ever in time to come, occupied, 
possessed, and inhabited by Englishmen and others of our natural 
subjects. 

Know ye, therefore, that We, as well for, as in consideration of the 
sum of £50 of good and lawful money of England, beforehand well and 
truly paid at the receipt of our said Island of Ghiernaoy in the hands 
of our beloved subject Heller de Carteret Esquire, Lord of the 
Beigneury, Lordship or Fee Haubert, of St. Ouen in the said Island 
of Jersey, of which we acknowledge ourselves to be fully satisfied and 
paid, and that the said Helier de Carteret, his heirs, executors and 
administrators, are acquitted and exonerated thereof and of every 
parcel thereof, by these presents for Us, Our Heirs and successors, give 
and grant unto the aforesaid H, de Carteret Esq. Lord of the 
Beigneury, Lordship or Fee Haubert of St. Ouen, in the said Island 
of Jersey, or by whatever other name or surname he may be called or 
known, all that our aforesaid Island of Bark, with all its rights, 
mombers, liberties and appurtenances, and all and singular castles, 
fortresses, houses, buildings, structures ruined with their fragments, 
lands, meadows, pastures, commons, wastes, woods, waters, water¬ 
courses, ponds, fees, Tents, reversions, services, advowBOns, presenta¬ 
tions, right of patronage, of rectories, vicarage, chapels or churches, and 
also all manner of tithes, oblations, fruits, obventions, mines, quarries, 
ports, shores, rocks, wrecks of the sea, shipwrecks, farms, fee-farms, 
knight's fees, wards, marriages, escheats, reliefs, heriots, goods and 
chattels waived, goods and chattels of felons, fugitives or pirates, or 
felons de aedes, outlaws, of persons put in exigent, and the forfeited or 
confiscated goods of persons condemned or convicted any other way 
whatsoever; 

Also all forfeitures, paunages, free warrens, courts leet, views of frank 
pledge, assize and assay of bread, wine and beor; 
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All fairs, markets, customs, rights of tolls, jurisdictions, liberties, 
immunities, exemptions, franchises, privileges, commodities, proiits, 
emoluments, and all the Queen's horedits whatsoever with every of their 
nppurts, situate within the seas or sea-coasts contiguous or appertain¬ 
ing to tho Island or within its shores, limits or precincts and what¬ 
ever were held, known, or accepted as members or parts of the Island 
of Sarlc, 

The Queen also grants to the said Ilolior do Carteret tho aforesaid 
Island with all its rights and privileges . . . . 1 in as amplo a manner 
and form as any of our progenitors, Kings of England, or any other 
having possession or seized oC tho said Island, over lawfully had, held, 
or enjoyed .... to have, to hold and enjoy tho aforesaid Island of 
Sark, etc., etc., of us, in capito, by tho twentieth part of a knights 
foe; and by paying for the same annually to us fifty shillings of good 
and lawful money of England provided that if tho said Holier de 
Carteret his heirs or assigns do not cause or procure the said Island 
within two yoars, and so hereafter from time to time to bo continually 
inhabited, dwelt in or occupied‘by forty men at least, our subjects, or 
such as shall oblige themselves by oath to our Captain of our Island 
of Jersey or Guernsey that they will bo faithfully true or obedient 
unto Us, tho Queen, Our heirs or successors .... 

That when tho said llolior de Cur tore I or hoirs shall forfeit to us 
by way of punishment ot penalty ton pounds, to bo taken and levied 
out of his lands, tenements, goods, etc. 

And if after such first default, and after an admonition given the 
said Holier do Carteret do not within six months then next following 
make up the aforesaid number of forty men at loast, ho shall forfait 
twenty pounds .... Tho next forfeit shall bo forty pounds. 

If a third admonition bo not oboyod, then those the Queon'N Lot I era 
Patent shall cease and bo void, and it shall bo lawful for the Queen, 
her Heirs and successors, to ro-entor in Ihe said Island of Sark .... 

The Queen forsaw every eventuality, for she added another 
proviso to the effect that: 44 Holier de Carteret or his heirs 
shall not give, sell or alienate all his whole Estate without 
Licence of the Queen, her Heirs or successors.” 

Nevertheless, she would not be too hard. 

We grant to the said Holier do Carteret or his heirs, that it shall bo 
lawful for him and thorn at all times, for tho future, or from time to 
• time, for ever, during the force and virtue of those Our Letters Patent, 


* Tho long enumeration of these rights and privileges ns set out above, are again 
repeated here. 

34 




THE FIRST SEIGNEUR 

at his or their pleasure, to lease, grant and farm some parts or parcels 
of the said Island of Sark, by indentures to be sealed with his seal 
or theirs, for term or terms of life, lives, years, for over, or othorwiso 
in as ample and in the like manner and form as the said Helier de 
Carteret or his ancestors or any others, seized in fee simple, or other 
lands held of us in capite, have made use Lo lease grant or farm. 
Such leases and lotting out to farm to be made under the seal of the 
said Helier de Carteret, to be as equally valid, firm and effectual in 
law as if they were made or granted under the seals of Guernsey or 
Jersey. 

While protecting the Island, therefore, from falling into the 
hands of foreigners or the enemies of England, the Charter 
made certain by the imposition of penalties, which were heavy 
for those days, that Sark would not again be uninhabited and 
fall a prey of pirates and become the lair of brigands. To 
compensate de Carteret for the heavy responsibility thus placed 
on him, lie was given the right of selling portions of the land. 
This, in turn, encouraged families to settle there for life, with 
rights of perpetual tenure or sale under certain conditions, and 
thus promote the development of the Island. 
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So that his companions might establish themselves and settle 
down with the least possible delay, one of dc Carteret’s first 
acts was to apportion out the Island into forty farms. More 
detailed reference will be made later to the form of contract, 
and the rights and privileges attaching both to Tenancy and 
Seigneury, which are still maintained in this twentieth century 
and give to Sark its unique position of a mediaeval feudal state 
still existing in modern times. 

Among the first requirements of the colonists were houses 
to protect them from the elements, and llelier at once began 
to build a house for himself and Margaret next to the ruined 
chapel of St. Magloire on the site of the old Manoir. By the 
side of the modern Manoir building there is a long, low house; 
this is the original house erected by llelier and his son Philippe 
as their Manor House. 

The ancient houses of Sark, many of which can still bo seen 
in various parts of the Island, were simply constructed, utili¬ 
tarian and entirely without pretension. They have a single 
storey, and one of their most striking characteristics is their 
lack of height. It is a known historical fact that our Tudor 
forebears were of much smaller stature than we of the twentieth 
century; but it is not until we see the really low dooi’s of the 
old Sark houses that we realise how small they were. 

One end of the house was the living-room and kitchen, while 
the remainder was divided into sleeping-rooms and other 
quarters. At the living-room end was the only fireplace, which 
drew off the smoke of the wood fire by a squat chimney built 
of stone. These chimneys also have an interesting character¬ 
istic. Either at the base, or a short way up them, you will see 
a projecting flat stone. This stone is called The Witches’ Seat. 
De Carteret and his companions believed in witches who could 
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fly through the air, and were sufficiently sympathetic to realise 
that from time to time while on their flights the old crones 
would need to rest. So they provided seats, hoping and be¬ 
lieving that by doing so they would earn the gratitude of the 
witches and avoid their curses and spells. 

The Eperquerie had been their original landing place, but 
the steep climb up the cliff-side made it inconvenient for 
hauling up supplies. A harbour which would protect his ships 
as they rode at anchor and a beach which would facilitate not 
only the landing of supplies but their transport to the top 
of the Island was absolutely essential. 

There was only one spot on the Island which fulfilled all these 
conditions; the valley leading down to Le Creux. Helier over¬ 
came the solid wall of rock which cut off Le Creux cove from 
the proposed road, by blasting a tunnel through it. This old 
tunnel can still be seen, and is marked by a Jersey red granite 
plaque bearing Helier’s initials and the inscription “L'an 
A.D. 1588 ”, the year of the Great Armada, When a new 
pier was built at a later date, a more commodious tunnel was 
constructed. 

For some time, the landing-place at Le Creux had no pier 
or breakwater. In fact, when the wind blew from the south, 
as it often did, the protection afforded to the ships was not 
very great, and it happened that many small boats were driven 
ashore and destroyed. 

These losses bore heavily on the islanders and in the reign 
of King Charles I, one of Helier’s successors, Sir Philippe de 
Carteret, contemplated transferring the harbour back to the 
Eperquerie, and petitioned the King for permission to build 
a permanent pier there. The petition was granted in the fol¬ 
lowing terms: 

Pemvission to the Lord of S&rh to 
Build a Pier* 

Charles the Second, by the Grace of God King of England, Scotland, 

France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith. 
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Whereas wo have been informed by the huinblo petition of our 
trusty and well bolovod Sir Philippe do Cartoroi, Bnronett, that the 
inhabitants of our island of Sark havo represented to him who is 
Lord of that Island how necessary it is for the said inhabitants, and 
how great a security it would bo to all our subjects that tralique into 
those soaH to havo a Pier built in the said IrIo at a place called the 
Prickorio, which necessary work the said Sir Philippe do Carteret is 
willing to effect and maintain at his own costs and charges, for the 
profit thereof when finished and hath humbly desired our permission 
to build the Raid llnvon or Pier and to grant him and his heirs Cor 
over the like income or petty customs and such power for raising and 
levying the same of all ships, vessels and goods which shall bo brought 
into the said Pier for the recompense of liia charges and trouble in 
building and maintaining the Bume as are usually taken by the Bailiffs 
and Jurats of? tho Islos of Jersey and Guernsey for maintenance of 
their respective Piers: 

Now know ye that We, taking tho samo into Our Princely con¬ 
sideration and boing willing to provido for tho security of Our Subjects 
trading in those parts, of Our special Grace certain knowledge and 
meero motion havo given and granted and by those pr(wonts, for Us, 
Our Hoirs and Successors do give and grant unto tho said Sir Philippe 
do Carteret his lioirs and assigns full and free liborly power and 
authority to erect build and maintain a Haven or Pier at tho said 
Place called tho Prickorio in the said Islo of Sark in such mannor as 
he or they shall think best. 

And in recompense of his and their charges and trouble in and con¬ 
cerning the building and maintaining thereof, wo do of our more 
abundant Grace certain knowledge and macro motion, give and grant 
unto the said Sir Philippe do Carteret his hoirs and assigns full power 
and authority from time to time and at all timo for over hereafter 
to demand levy rocoivo and take to his and their own use without 
account of and for all ships, goods and vessels tis shall bo brought into 
tho said Pier; such incomes and Potty Customs as are usually lakon 
by the Bailiff and Jurats of the said Isles of Jersey and Guernsey, for 
the maintenance of tkoir respective piers in, such and Iho same, 
and in as full and ample manner to all intents and purposes fts the 
said Bailiffs and Jurats or any of them do or may raise levy or receive 
their Baid incomes and potty customs respectively. 

And We do hereby will and command all persons whatsoever any 
ways concerned to take notice of this our Grant and to yield all due 
observance thereunto according to our pleasure heroin before ex¬ 
pressed. 

In witness whereof we have caused these our Letters to be made 
Patent. 
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■Witness Ourselves at Westminster the one and twentieth day of 

May in the seven and twentieth year of Our Beiga. 

By writt of Privy Seal 
Pigott. 

But after all this, nothing very much happened, it would 
seem, for later on a small but strong stone pier was built at Le 
Creux, which offers shelter even in all but the fiercest gales. 
There have been occasions, nevertheless, when the pier itself 
has been damaged by the heavy seas. In November, 1824, for 
example, a great gale did so much damage to the harbour 
works that as the ordinary taxes did not provide sufficient 
funds to pay for the cost of repair, it was necessary to mort¬ 
gage the revenues from the imp6t and borrow money from 
the States of Guernsey on this security, as was detailed in a 
Minute of the Court of Chief Pleas held on 13th April, 1825. 

A further reason for preferring Le Creux to the Eperquerie 
was that which attracted Helier de Carteret, namely, that Le 
Creux was very much nearer to the centre of the Island. Be¬ 
sides, the road down to the Eperquerie would have been much 
more exposed to the wind than that leading down to Le Creux. 

Having settled upon his harbour, Helier next built a windmill 
to grind the corn, which, as the years passed, began to be 
produced in greater and greater quantities on the farms. The 
site that Helier selected was on the western extremity of the 
grounds of the Manor which was the highest point in the 
Island. The lane which now leads from Lc Manoir to the mill 
was not then in existence as a public thoroughfare, and access 
to the mill was by a lane twelve feet wide from the Grand 
Chemin past the front of La Vaurocque farm house. 

It was a good solid structure of stone, and when it was 
completed a weathervane, bearing the date 1571, was placed 
on its summit. The mill, still surmounted by the original 
weathervane, stands to this day, though, since, or because, the 
little corn now produced in Sark is sent to the Seigneurie 
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to be ground, it is unused and is falling into disrepair. At one 
time, however, it was considered a very valuable asset, for the 
rent charged for it in 1604 was assessed at the high figure of 
twenty quarters. 

There are people still living in Sark, and they are not among 
the most aged, who can remember the mill in use. The Inst 
miller was a broad-shouldered, happy old man with a flowing 
white beard. 

The weathorvane has attracted, as it still does, the attention 
of those who appreciate ancient things. Not so long ago, two 
young English studonts, it is said, removed it with the intention 
of taking it to England. Its disappearance was discovered, how¬ 
ever, before they left the Island, and they were persuaded to 
return it. 

Among those whom Helier took with him to Sark, and from 
whom he received great help and advice, was Nicolas Qosselin, 
the only son of William Gosselin, the Bailiff of Guernsey. He 
was later one of the Clerks of tho Council to Queen Elizabeth 
and also a Jurat of tho Royal Court of Guernsey. He married 
Peronelle, daughter of Louis Lempri&re, Bailiff of Jersey, by 
whom he had four children, Helier, John, Susannah and Esther. 

So much did Helier appreciate Gossolin’s assistance that in 
1567 he granted to Nicolas and his wife an extensive property 
at Beauregard, on the west coast, with “ all the Rents and 
Rights thereon, and the right to half of the Flotsam and Jet¬ 
sam ” found on the shores of the Tenement, as the original forty 
farms were called, and by which term they are still referred. 
Also included in the contract was the Right of Chase which is 
normally reserved over the whole Island for the sole use of the 
Seigneur. As far as the records can be traced, this is the only 
case in which the Right of Chase was ever given to a Tenant. 

Gosselin built himself a house on his Tenement, and after he 
died his son sold Beauregard on 5th August, 1598, to Noel 
Vaudin. The contract of transfer is a very interesting docu- 
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ment, for it provides an excellent example of the early trans¬ 
actions of this kind which took place in the Island. 


The Sale of Beauregard by 1Telia' ChsseMn 
to Noel Vaudin va 1598 .i 

To all tlioao who shall see or hear these present Letters, Louis de Vick, 
Bailiff of the Island of Guernsey for the very excellent Majesty of our 
Sovereign Lady Elizabeth by the Grace of God Queen of England, 
France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Greetings in God* 

Let it be made known that before us in the town of St. Peter Port 
in the said Island on the fifth day of August the year of Grace one 
thousand live hundred and ninety-eight in the presence of Abdrey Henry 
and Jean Saumeroz Jurats of the Court of our said Lady the Queen in 
the said Island has appeared in person Noel Vaudin of the Island of 
Sark who then gave to us being present a Minute signed by 1 Eobort 
Slowley, Jean de CarLeret, Thomas Eoo and Lucas Le Masurier, Jurats 
of the Baid Island of Sark dated the twenty-ninth day of September in 
the year one thousand five hundred and ninety-six, concerning a certain 
sitting of the Court and a transfer of property made in the said Island 
of Sark before the aforementioned Jurats by Helier Gosselin and his 
heirs to the said Noel Vaudin and his heirs. 

For as much as in the said Island of Sark it is not customary to seal 
such actions and contracts which are made and passed before the 
Jurats of the said Island of Sark, and as their Court is subject to the 
jurisdiction of the Bailiwick of this Island of Guernsey, we have required 
the said GosBelin and the said Vaudin to give account of the proceed¬ 
ings under the seal of tho Bailiff of the said Island of Guernsey and have 
granted them the rights which the proceedings in the said Island of 
Sark granted in the following terms: Helier Gosselin, son of Nicolas, 
of tho one part, and Noel Vaudin of the other part, appearing in person 
before the said Jurats in the said Island of Sark, the same Helier 
Gosselin of his own free will delivers, cedes, yields and relinquishes for 
himself and his heirs for ever property to the said Noel Vaudin and his 
heirs. 

Let it be known that (this property) is a certain house, household 
effects and lands, hereinafter set out with their exits and entrances, 
situated in the said Island in a place named Beauregard comprising the 
said parcel of land at the end of the Dos d'Ane towards the sea along 


1 Tho original version in Sark French is given at Appendix 4. 

41 



THE STORY OP SARK 

the wall up to the high road at the entrance of Clos Bourol and along 
the <inid road to the east or thereabouts, of the said parcel of land up 
to the land of the said Gosselin which is a piece of land containing ten 
verges, or thereabouts, and from there along (ho land of the Val and 
Tnnquerols and to the north or thoroabouts, of the said piece of land up 
to the land of Martin Lo Masurior along the same up to the iish- 
pond . . . 

The contract, after further defining the boundaries of the 
Tenement, sets out the lerms on which the transfer is to be 
made. 

Kor which piece of land thus bounded and described the said Vaudin 
and his heirs will bo required in times to come to release the said 
Gosselin and his heirs from his charge towards the Seigneur of St. 
Ouon and his heirs, Seigneurs of the said Island, of providing two men 
capable of defending the said Island and to pay to the said Gosselin 
and his hoirs on St. MichaeVs Day in September each year the sum 
and number of lifteon quarters of wheat and five quarters of barley, 
measures of the said Island, with two pairs of capons. 

Vaudin was also to leave a road twelve CeeL wide from the 
main road to the west ofLa Vaurooque do Clos from the wind¬ 
mill, to run aloug the ditch in the field from the fish-pond to the 
fountain of Beau regard. 

The Tenement of Beauregard subsequently changed hands 
again, and in 1821 was sold by Mrs. Mario Elizabeth Clark nee 
Slowley, to Jean Falle, whose descendant, Mr. Edmond Falle, 
still owns it. It is regarded as the senior Tenancy, and while 
the Tenants are given the title of Sicuv, the Tenant of Beaure¬ 
gard is always referred to as Mon Sieur. 

When ITelier de Carteret felt satisfied with the progress Ms 
little community was making, ho travelled to England to report 
personally to Queen Elizabeth. It would scorn that he impressed 
her as an honest man, who had observed his side of the conLract 
and intended to remain in Sark, and she ordered that he should 
be provided with the means of protecting his little realm 
against the attacks of her enemies, should these be made in 
future. 
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From the arsenal of the Tower of London, Helier therefore 
received: 

6 Fine Pieces of Artillery with all appurtenances, 

2 culverins of 29 cents apiece, 

2 sakers of 16 cents apiece, 

2 falcons of 9 cents apiece, 

and for each piece 60 iron shot with 200 pounds of powder. 

All these pieces were brand new, and one of them, a small 
brass cannon, which the Queen presented to Helier as a personal 
gift, inscribed with the words Don de sci Majest4 La Royne 
Elizabeth an Seigneur de Sark A.D. 1572 ; may still be seen at 
La Seigneurie. Those ancient-looking pieces, which are placed 
at vantage points on the high cliffs of the Island date, however, 
only from the eighteenth century. The carriages have long 
since rotted, but, after the earth and rust have been removed 
from the barrels and touch-holes, they are still fired on oc¬ 
casions by the Sark men. 

I can remember being once granted the privilege of acting 
as an honorary member of a gun crew at the invitation of my 
good friend John Baker, of La Yille Farm, when La Dame 
courageously consented to fire a gun at L’Eperquerie at a re¬ 
hearsal for the Silver Jubilee celebrations of H.M. King 
George V. The eight members of the crew met afterwards at 
a certain rendezvous near La Collenette, and over refreshment 
we discussed how far out to sea the iron shot fired by an old 
Sark artillery sergeant from a battery close by ours went. It 
was not possible to define the exact distance, but the splash had 
been well to the east of Jolieot. 

These guns are, naturally, not so strong as they were when 
originally cast. During a rehearsal of a salute to be fired in 
celebration of the homecoming of Queen Elizabeth II from her 
Commonwealth tour in 1954, one of them burst. Fortunately 
no lives were lost. 


43 



Y 
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Ilelior de Carteret was a prolostaul, a staunch supporter of 
the Established Church, whose influence on the minds and lives 
of the people was, in those days, as great as ever had been its 
predecessor’s. Having, therefore, looked to the care of his 
companions’ bodies, it was natural lhat he should next turn 
his attention to the cure of their souls. 

The opportunities and omoJunienls which he had to offer were 
not very attractive, but eventually a French refugee accepted 
the invitation and came to Sark. Cosm4 Brevint was a native of 
Angouville, in Normandy, and had left France, as so many of 
his compatriots were doing, to escape the religious persecution 
to which the Huguenots were being subjected by the Catholic 
de’ Medicis. lfe had originally been a schoolmaster at 
Neuchatel before becoming Pastor at Etobon, Montbeliard and 
in the Vaudois churches of Fenestrellos and Pinache. He was, 
therefore, not lacking in experience, and was to prove to be an 
excellent choice, lie was a conscientious minister, and, we are 
told on good authority, so well did he perform his clerical duties 
in every way, that nowhere in the Channel Islands was there a 
community so well lookod-aftor by their pastor, or so well in¬ 
formed in the Christian Faith, as the inhabitants of the Island 
of Sark. 

Cosme Brevint died on 30tli April, 1605, and was later suc¬ 
ceeded by his son Elie, who was appointed pastor of Sark on 
26th January, 1611. From 1605 to 1611, the minister was a 
certain Mr. Bahdyncl. 

Elie was the uncle of Dr. Daniel Brevint, S.T.P., Dean of 
Lincoln and Prebendary of Durham, who married Anne de 
Carteret, daughter of Sir Philippe de Carteret, Kl. (1583-1644), 
who was Seigneur of St. Ouen and Lieutenant Governor and 
Bailiff of Jersey. Elie remained Pastor of Sark until his death 
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on 30th March, 1674, at the great age of 87. On Wednesday, 8th 
November, 1621, he married Susan Slowley, a Devonshire 
woman, who died on 10th August, 1666. 

Besides Elie, Cosine had four other children. Ester was 
baptised on 16th July, 1570, and Elizabeth on 2nd January, 
1572, both being sponsored by Helier de Carteret. A third 
daughter, Marie, married Jean Le Montez, son of Edouard Le 
Montez, of Jersey, on 3rd September, 1618, while a second son, 
Daniel, was baptised on 4th January, 1573, his sponsor being 
Robert Jagauld. 

The reason for Elie not succeeding his father immediately 
was his age. He was not yet trained for the Church. But, 
the Brevints had, for many years, been friends of the de 
Carterets of St. Ouen, and Philippe de Carteret, who was Seig¬ 
neur of Sark at the time, wishing to have another Brevint to 
carry on the good work of Cos me, undertook to pay for Elie's 
training on condition that he promised to take over the 
ministry in Sark when he had qualified. 

The contract drawn up between them was as follows : l 

The Year Ono Thousand Six Hundred and Ton, the Socond Pay of July. 

An agreement made by friendly composition bet-woon the nobleman 
Philippe de Carteret, Seigneur of St. Ouen and Elie Brevint as follows: 
That is to say, the said Brevint promises and engages to serve in the 
Holy Ministry of the Gospel in the Island of Sark when he shall be 
found capable of doing so and to this end the said Sieur promises to 
maintain the said Brevint for the space of one year in the University 
of Senmux giving him as pension the sum of two hundred livrea tournois 
handed over in the said place, and if he stays there longer with the 
consent of the Sieur ho will receive ,the samo sum pro rata for the 
time so spent. And if, after the said term expires it has been found 
necessary for him still to continue his training, the said Sieur promises 
him suitable maintenance j 

And when he is installed as Minister in the said Island, the said 
Sieur promises and engages to pay him annually the sum of eighty 
6cws 9 ol and sixty sous, five quarters of wheat and five quarters of 


1 The original in Sark French ia at Appendix $. 
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barloy, which Bum of money the said Siour promises io pay him on 
St. Michael's Day cxcopt that for the firs! year ho promises to advance 
him one quarter on his arrival. And ho will roceivo the said wheat 
and barloy at the said Sieur's barn or at tho mill aL the convenience 
of tho said pnrties, 

Item: Tho said Siour promises to have built a house 30 foot long and 
18 foot wide, and of a height commensurate, completely furnished, 
with some ground to make a garden and support for two cows. 

Item: Tho said Siour grants to the Haid Breviut tho tit lie of fish and 
flax rocoivod from tho inhabitants of tho Island according to the 
uso and custom of the said Island, 

And the said partios engage to honour tho aforesaid agreement and 
tho Siour engages himself and his heirs. 

In witness whereof the said parlies have hero placed their signs 
manual. 

P. do Carteret E. Diovin 

Thos. Do Sobiroll, 

The arrangement appears to have worked very satisfactorily, 
for Elie returned to Sark and served tho Seigneurs and the 
community for sixty-two years. 

A Pew years ago an old book was found among the rafters 
of an ancient Sark house. It proved to be Elie ftrovinl’s diary, 
written in Norman French, a document of untold value to 
historians of the Island. It is now in the safe keeping of La 
Dame. 

It would seem that a Minister of the Gospel was an essential 
member of the Sark community in those days, if only to 
counteract the not infrequent visitations of the Devil, who 
caused tho islanders much annoyance. Tho Devil appears to 
have been fascinated with Ihe Island—or its people—lor he 
was visiting there as late as the eighteenth century. 

It is recorded that a fisherman who was indulging in witch¬ 
craft one day on Little Sark, succoedod in raising the Devil, 
who asked him what were his commands. When the fisherman 
had recovered from his surprise and got back his speech, ho 
said: “ You must carry me whorover I ordor you.” 

The Devil agreed on condition that when they reached their 
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destination the man, in his turn, would do whatever he com¬ 
manded. So the man mounted on Satan’s back and was carried 
over La Coup6e. 

u Allez plus loin—go on 1 M the fisherman ordered when the 
Devil paused for a rest. Being something of a linguist, Satan 
understood, and they went on until they came to the Port du 
Moulin, where the man’s cottage stood, probably at L'Ecluse, 
which at that time was owned by William de Carteret, the 
son of Samuel of Little Sark. 

As soon as they arrived there, the man cried out in a loud 
voice: " Au nom de Grand Dieu, arretez! ” The Devil put the 
man down, and fled away shrieking, as the fisherman knew he 
must at the mention of God’s name. 

Sark is also reputed to have had a wizard in the eighteenth 
century. He was called Pierre de Carteret, and nicknamed 
Le Vieux Diable—the old devil. He worked always at night, 
and fishermen who passed his cottage after dark swore that they 
heard him talking to the little devils who worked for him. 
They could not understand what he was saying, naturally, for 
he spoke in the devils’ tongue. He is said to have built a boat 
in a single night and to have launched it next morning in Le 
Creux harbour, to the astonishment of his fellow islanders, 
who knew that ho had used Black Art, since the boat was too 
large to go out of the door of the shed in which it had been 
built, and besides, the shed was nowhere near the sea. 

Old Pierre was very wealthy, for his devils did all his work 
for him without pay. In addition, he had inherited a good sum 
from his French wife. He had crossed to France alone in a 
small open boat, and with an eye on the main chance had 
courted a young woman of gentle birth who believed him to 
be of equally gentle antecedents. When he had married her, 
he was very cruel to her. He destroyed most of her furniture. 
Her parlour, for example, was mirrored from ceiling to floor, and 
into this exquisite room Pierre brought her horses, which, be- 
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coming frightened by their own inflections, smashed the 
mirrors with their hooves and destroyed the other furniture. 

This young and beautiful wife died soon of a broken heart. 
Pierre then returned to the Island where ho married a Sark 
girl who was little more than a child. 

When his hodges needed repairing, he merely gave an order 
to his little helpers, and the next morning the job was done. 
Every morning his daughter might be seen driving home the 
well-fed cow from the churchyard, where she had grazed it 
all night. Naturally, no one would buy milk or butter pro¬ 
duced by this cow. 

When Pierre had nothing else for his workers to do, they 
passed the time forging money. It has been suggested that this 
money was the origin of the Guernsey coin called a double , 
eight of which make one penny. 
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PHILIPPE DE CARTERET 

In 1579, Helier's son Philippe was twenty-six and still a 
bachelor. He was a wise, discreet, honest and strong man, we 
are told, and was so esteemed by his father that Helier, wishing 
to return to his Manor at St. Ouen, had placed him in charge 
of Sark. 

Philippe, doubtless feeling that a wife would be an asset to 
him in continuing his father's work in Sark, began to look 
around him, and eventually settled his choice on Rachel Poulet, 
daughter of Sir George Poulet, Captain of the Castle and 
Governor of Jersey. The Poulets were a distinguished family. 
Sir George's brother was Sir Amice Poulet and among their 
ancestors were numerous knights and nobles. 

Helier, seeing certain advantages in an alliance between the 
House of St. Ouen and the Castle, encouraged his son's suit, 
and himself approached the Governor on Philippe's behalf. 
Sir George also favoured the alliance, and having discussed it 
with his wife, who also gave her consent, the betrothal was 
announced. 

The marriage was celebrated at Mont Orgueil Castle, Jersey, 
on 10th January, 1580, by the Reverend Mr. Walker. It was 
a splendid affair and a description of it has been included by 
Syvret, the historian, in his chronicles of the Channel Islands. 

The Seigneur of St. Ouen, Madame his wife, Philippe and 
Mr. Amice de Carteret, Philippe's younger brother, and their 
attendants set out early in the morning from St. Ouen. All the 
Seigneur's people had gathered before the main gate of the 
Manor, with their large pieces of artillery and their arquebuses, 
while eighteen ensigns were deployed with their drums beat¬ 
ing. The artillery and the arquebuses were fired “in great 
triumph and good order ", and when the salute was finished, 
the wedding party left the Manor and rode to St. Peter's 
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■church. At the church all the parishioners of SI. Peter’s and 
all those from Ihe nearby parish of St. Rrolade awaited 
them with their artillery, arquebuses and drums beating, and 
another salute was fired with equally great triumph and good 
order. 

Lt was, indeed, a triumphal progress all the way across the 
Island for the people of the parishes through which they had 
to pass, St. Laurens, Si. Holier and St. Saveur, greeted them 
in the same way. Jn the lown there were scenes of groat re¬ 
joicing and festiviLy. From ihe Mont do St. Holier, the de 
Carteret party went to Scnmavesq Manor, for Jean Duinaresq, 
eldest son of Joan Duinaresq, Seigneur of Vincliclez and 
Bailiff of Jersey, liad chosen the same day to marry Esther de 
Sonmaresq at the Castle with groat solomnity. 

A short time after the ceremony, Philippe took his bride to 
Sark and established her at he Manoir, the valley opposite run¬ 
ning down to Dixcart being their garden. Throe children were 
born to them there: PhiJimie on 18th February, 1584; Elie in 
the following year; and Rachel on Hill October, 1589, 

Philippe, who died in 1643, married Anne, daughter of Sir 
Francis Dowse of Notlier Wallop, Hampshire, and had seven 
sons, Philippe, Francois, Pcuion, Zauch, Ocdion, Edouard and 
Dowse, and three daughters, Margaret, Anne and Elizabeth. 
Elio, who died in 1640, married in Sark on 8th June, 1608, Eliza¬ 
beth, eldest daughter of Hugh Dumaresq., of St. Martin’s, 
Jersey. Their son, Aymos, was born in Sark on 2Glh April, 1612. 
Rachel married Benjamin La Cloche, Seigneur of Longuevillc, 
Jersey, and their daughter Rachel, born in 1619, married Holier 
de Carteret, son of Peter de Carteret and Judith Dumaresq, 
This Ilelicr, who was Attorney-General of Jersey and Seigneur 
of La Ilougue, died in 1668. These few examples show how very 
involved the inter-relations of the leading familios of Jersey be¬ 
came after a time. 

When Philippe had taken charge of Sark as attorney for his 
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father, he soon realised that the rapidly expanding community 
would prosper only if law and order were established. Although 
Sark was technically a Fief, and he was only acting Seigneur, 
he decided that it would be to the advantage of all if the 
Tenants were given a share in the government of the Island. 

So he called the Tenants together and discussed the situation 
with them. The meeting was held at Le Manoir on 27th October, 
1579, and its outcome was the unanimous decision to establish, 
without further reference to any other authority, a Court and 
officials on the same pattern as Jersey, and to adopt the same 
laws and procedure as that Island* 

Among the first immigrants who had crossed to Sark with 
Helier de Carteret, was his first cousin, Edouard de Carteret, 
adopted son of that other Helier de Carteret, Bailiff of Jersey. 
Edouard had had considerable legal experience in Jersey. After 
serving in many parochial offices he had risen to be the Attor¬ 
ney-General of Jersey. 

Edouard was, therefore, unanimously chosen by the Tenants- 
to be the first Bailiff of Sark. They also appointed as Jurats 
Julien de Carteret, Colas Cristin, Richard Poindestre, Jacques 
Dolbel, Jehan Hotton, Raulin Vatidin, Clement Haccoill, 
Guilaume Chevalier, Francois Le Couteur, Pierre le Brocq, and 
later two others, one of whom died soon after his election. The 
Procureur of the Queen, which was combined with tlie Pro- 
curenr of the Seigneur, was Jean de Carteret, while Edouard 
Gregory was Sergeant at Arms, Jean Yibcrt, Common Sergeant, 
Jean Hotton, Constable, Rollin Smith, Centenier and Edouard 
Brayer and Thomas Paychin, Vingteniers. 

The Island was divided into two districts, called Vingtaines. 
One was to the north, the other to the south, the dividing line 
being described as follows: “ The Vingtaines are separated by 
the road coming from the Havre de la Motte right to the 
Manoir, going by the windmill and from the right to Sault 
Joyn.” In other words, a line from the harbour westwards to 
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just short oC the Havre Oossclin. To assist the Constable, Cen- 
tenier and Vingleniers, Thomas Ilamon and Noel Vaudin of 
Beauregard, were sworn in* Brayer, who was the Tenant of 
Dixcart, was Vingteuicr Cor the south, and Paychin, who lived 
near Le Fort, for the north. 1 

A little more than a week after this decision was taken, the 
first sitting of the Court of Chief Pleas was held, on 5th Novem¬ 
ber, 1579. 

The minute records: 

The Chief Pleas held in the Island of Sarlc in the presence of M. 
Philippe do Carlorct, having the government of the said Island under 
Monsieur his father, boforo the Bailiff, thoao being present Julian do 
Carteret, Collas Gris Lin, Richard Poindostre, Jacques Dolbey, Johannot 
Hotton, Paulin Vaudin, Guillaume Chevalier, Picrro le Brocq and 
Clement Ilacooill Jurats, the fifth day of November in the year one 
thousand ilvo hundred and seventy-six.,* 

The chief business transacted was a law setting out penalties 
for damage caused by straying cattle. At the first offence, a 
warning would be issued to the owner of the animals, and for 
any subsequent offence a fine of six " esterlinga ” of silver 
would be levied by the Sergeant. 


1 The official account o£ the elections is givon at Appendix 6. 
* The original of this Minute is at Appendix 7. 
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GUERNSEY OBJECTS 

It was natural that the men of Sark, being for the most part 
Jerseymen, should have modelled their Court on the Jersey 
pattern. Sark, however, had always been included in the Baili¬ 
wick of Guernsey, and still was. The authorities of the latter 
Island received the news of what was happening in Sark with 
some perturbation, therefore, for it seemed that an attempt was 
being made to annex Sark to Jersey, their rival. And though 
Philippe and his Tenants had acted in good faith there was no 
doubt that they were legally at fault in not consulting the 
Guernsey authorities before setting up their Court, since they 
were undoubtedly under the jurisdiction of Guernsey. 

On the other hand, the position of Guernsey was morally not 
a strong one. The parent Island had taken little interest in 
Sark, and had made no serious attempt to colonise the place, 
leaving the initiative to a Jerseyman. Admittedly the de Car- 
terets of St. Ouen were in excellent relations with the Crown, 
which without doubt helped them to acquire the concession. 

Whatever the pros and cons might be, however, the Guernsey 
authorities were not prepared to lose Sark without acting, and 
a Commission was set up to study the situation. Arising out 
of the deliberations of this Commission, a summons was served 
on Helier de Carteret at the instance of the Guernsey Michael¬ 
mas Chief Pleas of 1581 to appear before the Royal Court of 
Guernsey and give an account of his actions. His Seigneur- 
ship of Sark was disregarded, and he was described merely as 
u a farmer of Sark." 

Helier refused to obey the summons and as the Guernsey 
authorities could not compel him to do so, they turned their 
attention to Philippe, only to meet with a similar refusal. So 
on 31st May, 1582, Nic Carey, Andr6 Henry, Thomas Le 
Mar chant and Jean Andros, four of the Jurats of the Royal 
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Court of Guernsey, crossed to Sark accompanied by an appro¬ 
priate guard, to make inquiries on the spot. 

The outcome of this inquiry was that Edouard do Carteret, 
Bailiff, and two Jurats of Sark, wore brought before the Royal 
Court of Guernsey to answer the charge of having sot up a 
Court in Sark without due authority. Edouard was found 
guilty of being a usurper and sentenced to imprisonment in 
Castle Cornet, then the official prison. But as his offence was 
technical, he was freed on 21st July, 1582, on his own petition, 
on condition Ural he would not return 1o Sark. He remained in 
St. Peter Port, dying [here and being buried in the Town 
Church on 10th February, 1601. 

The two Jurats were more fortunate and escaped punishment. 
As it was not considered wise to deplete the small number of 
able-bodied men on Sark, they were sent back to the Island. 

Though they had asserted their authority and jurisdiction 
over Sark, the wisdom, of having a Court in the Island did not 
escape the Bailiff and Royal Court of Guernsey. On 24tli April, 
1583, the Governor of Guernsey, Sir Thomas Leigh Lon, and the 
Royal Court composed of Nicolas Martin (Lieutenant-Bailiff 
for Louis Dcvick), Guillaume Beauvoir, P. Carcyc, William Lo 
Marchant, Jurats, with the Proeureur Devick, Effart the 
Provot, and James Ollivior the Clerk of the Court, appointed a 
new Court for Sark. Robert Slowlcy o£ Jaspellcric was appoint¬ 
ed Judge, with Iliou de Carteret of La Moignerie, Jean de 
Carteret of La Yallette, Thomas Roo of La Pommc du Cliien 
and Lucas tie Masurier of Dixcart/ as Jurats, Ben Poiudestro 
as Clerk, Noel Vaudin of Le Port as Prevot or Sergeant, Collaa 
Cristiu of La Ville, as Constable, and Jean Noucl (Noel) of Dix- 
cart as Yingtenier. 


1 Two of Le Masuricr’a sons, Jean and Philippe, were drowned dining a, stoim on 
their way to Guernsey on 13th October, 1625. His widow, Marie, died on 30th December, 
1628, aged 60. 
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Before doing -this, the Governor and Royal Court of Guernsey 
had submitted the question to the Privy Council, and it was 
with the latter’s consent and authority that the Sark Court 
was set up under an Order in Council made at Greenwich on 
24tli April, 1583. Besides appointing the Court and swearing 
in its members, the Guernsey authorities defined the “ different 
functions ” of the Jurats and Officers of the Court, “ and the 
rights appertaining to their offices.” 

First, Considering that the said Isle of Sark has for a long space 
of time been uninhabited, the customs and ancient usages for the 
maintenance of public order have been forgotten, it is ordered that for 
the governing of the said Island the said Jurats and Officers shall be 
convened and shall assemble three times a year, namely, at about the 
first Wednesday after the 29th day of September, the first Wednesday 
after the 15th day of January and the first Wednesday after Easter 
Bay in order to hold their Chief Pleas, and that at each of the said 
Pleas, the said Jurats and Officers, with the consent of the Seigneur of 
the said Island and of the generality of the inhabitants, shall make 
such Ordinances as they may find expedient and necessary from time 
to time for the regulation of public order in the said Island. 

For the administration of Justice, the said Jurats shall apply the laws 
and customs approved and established by the authority of Her Majesty 
in the said Island of Guernsoy, which conforms with the laws and 
■customs of ISTormandy and with the local customs of the said Island 
of Guernsey, which have been approved, differing from the laws and 
■customs of bformandy. 

The said Jurats shall judge all civil cases concerning personalty and 
realty and all matters and actions of forfeit, excesses and wrongs where 
the sentences of imprisonment or fines do not exceed the sum of 60 
sous and one denier tournois provided that no crime is involved in 
which case the said Jurats shall bo bound to send the Prevot of the 
.said Island with the Accused and the details of the case to the Justice 
of Her Majesty in the said Island of Guernsey in order that the case 
may there be doalt with appropriately. They must also make and keep 
■a faithful record of all matters which pass before them. 

In all sentences and judgments of the said Jurats exceeding the sum 
■of ten livros tournois in cases relating to personalty and in all cases 
concerning realty the parties shall bo free to appeal to the Royal CouTt 
of Guernsey. 

Of all transactions and contracts of real property which may be done 
and passed before the said Jurats, the record, signed by the said Jurats 
shall be received, and approved as being authentic, and be sealed with 
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the Seal of the Bailiwick oX the said Inland of Guernsey at any time 
at the request of tho partios concerned. 1 

Tho Jurats will be entitled to the following foes for thoir services: 

For each Enrolment in connection with a 
sale of Really 
For each Rol rent oX Realty 
For each Jurat's signature 
For the decision in each action for tho dis¬ 
traint of goods 
For each Judicial decision 
For tho grant of oach permission to distrain 
For oach appeal made against thoir decision 
For kooping and rendering an account of the 
fines which must bo done ovary throe years, 
tho Jurats are entitled to a dinner. 

Also for oach Vue do Justice tho said Jurats shall receive six doniers 
sterling and each Officer of tho Oourt four doniers sterling. 

Tho Clerk of the Oourt shall koep a register and shall keep a true 
and loyal record of all cases coming b of ore tho Oourt and for ao doing 
shall take a third of tho small finos (namely, those of five sous tournois 
and under) and tho penalties for defaulters as and when they are 
collected. 

Also ho will tnlto one denier and a M aillo St aril* 1 for each extract 
of tho Rolls, signed by him and for other extracts seven deniors 
tournois. 


One Gros Stftrll 
One Gros fit aril 
Two donyers Stftrll 

Six donyers Stftrll 
Six donyors Stftrll 
One Oros Slarll 
Threo Gros Starll 


It shall bo tho duty of the Provot to plead tho Queen’s causes as 
Attorney, to arrest tho bodies and belongings, porsonalty and realty 
of persons as Provot and servo all summonses and distraints as a 
Sergeant, and to receive and collect all lines and perquisitions of the 
Oourt, Customs and Anchorage and other things duo to Her Majesty 
and render an account thereof to Her Majesty’s Receiver General in 
Guernsey. 


The Provo Vs fees shall bo as follows: 

For each arrest 
For oach service of a summons 
For each certificate of action taken by him 
For each Saisio that ho effects 
For collecting the fines ho will take one third 
of tho defaults and small fines, namely of 
five sous tournois and under. 


One Gros Starll 
One denier Starll 
One Gros Starll 
Three Gros Starll 


1 The accuracy of the above paragraph cnnnofc bo vouched for, as the original French 
ia not clear. Great reliance was placed on senla in thoso days and it may be that the 
true flense is that the documents would only have been deemed authentic if the Bailiff'* 
Seal were applied Lo them. 
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Which said Ordinance the above Bailiff and the remainder of the 

Justiciars of the said Island of Guernsey have approved. 

In witness whereof the S.eal of the Bailiwick of the said Island of 

Guernsey has been hereunto affixed the year and day aforesaid. 

It might be thought that such clearly defined duties and 
rights and administrative machinery, which seems well-suited 
to the Island, would have put an end to the controversy between 
the Seigneur of Sark and the Authorities of Guernsey. But 
this was not to be. Philippe de Carteret was jealous of the 
rights and privileges granted to his father, and through him to 
the family, and was not prepared to surrender to Sir Thomas 
Leighton, Governor of Guernsey, one jot of them. So that the 
controversy might be settled once and for all, the views of both 
parties were submitted to London, 

The points in dispute were the payment of premiere saisine , 
that is, the amount paid under feudal law by each successive 
Tenant-in-Chief to his Overlord for the freehold possession of 
the land granted to him, and which, as we shall see, Philippe 
argued he should not pay; the martial jurisdiction of the 
Island, which was claimed by the Governor of Guernsey; and 
certain less important matters. 

The Privy Council appointed a Commission consisting of 
Mr. Sergeant Fleetwood, Her Majesty's Attorney and Solicitor 
General, and two learned jurists, Dr. Hamon and Mr. Thomas 
Norton. These gentlemen were to examine all the claims and 
render to their Lordships their legal opinion on them. This 
they did, and eventually presented to their Lordships eighteen 
articles, in which Philippe de Carteret's claims were, for the 
most part, upheld. 

They based their opinions on the customs and usages in 
Alderney, and in so doing, gave the Governor of Guernsey the 
martial jurisdiction of Sark. They suggested that five Jurats, 
chosen by the inhabitants of Sark, not appointed by the 
Guernsey authorities, was a convenient number to administer 
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the Island, unless the population increased, when two more 
should be added. The oldest Jurat was to give sentence. The 
Jurats were to hold Pleas and use jurisdiction in Sark in all 
causes, criminal as well as civil, but there should bo right of 
appeal io the Royal Court in Guernsey, as to the superior 
justice. 

A Clerk of the Court, who was always to be a Sark man and 
appoinled with the consent of the Seigneur, was to keep a 
roeord of all that passed before the Jurats. A Prevofc was to 
act as tlio Queen’s Attorney, as Provot to adjourn and distrain, 
and as Sergeant to receive all dues on the Queens behalf and 
render an account of them to the authorities in Guernsey. A 
Constable and a Vingtcnior were also to be elected by the 
inhabitants. 

For all ecclesiastical matters the Commissioners thought it 
u good not to meddle therein but to refer that wholly to the 
Bishop of Winchester to whose jurisdiction all those Jslcs are 
annexed. 9 ’ 

They confirmed that tlic Seigneur should pay to the Queen 
premiere misine as expressed in his Letters Patent. They ex¬ 
empted him from service on the Chief Pleas of Guernsey. They 
confirmed his right to a thirteenth of all money arising from the 
sale of Tenements (la treiaieme) and the “ profit called 
Firmage.” 

They did not think that the Sark people should be burdened 
with the building of a new conger house, nor that they should 
bo compelled to take their fish to the Queen’s House in 
Guernsey, as this might easily discourage them. (In those days, 
all catches o£ fish were the Queen’s property, and she received 
part of the sale money.) If, howover, at a later date such an 
Bperquerie des Congres wore found to be desirable in Sark, 
one should be built and " we think that prerogative belonging 
and reserved to the Queen but yet so precisely to bo used as is 
expressed in the Book of Extent.” 
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Customs duty and anchorage fees were the Queen's property 
and were to be levied by her officers for her use. The weights 
and measures were to remain as they were, “ according to the 
measures of Jersey", but the checking and delivery of the 
standards should be carried out by Guernsey. 

The inhabitants of Sark were to observe the ancient Laws 
and customs confirmed to be established by Her Majesty but 
as for the ordinances and bye laws to be male especially for 
Sark, the Commissioners suggested that the drawing of them 
should be left to the Seigneur and the inhabitants “ until your 
Lordships upon special complaint shall see cause to take other 
orders." 

“ Touching transportation of grain, because the island 
standeth in a manner wholly upon tillage which is to be 
encouraged and Guernsey standeth otherwise both of merchan¬ 
dize, fishing and artificers, we think it not convenient that the 
inhabitants of Sark be restrained to the ordoimances of 
Guernsey but to their own by laws and to the immediate per¬ 
mission or restraint of Her Majesty or her Council, provided 
that Sark be not suffered to transport without keeping a con¬ 
venient quantity to be limited by your Lordships always in 
store for victualling the Queen's subjects in that Isle." 

As for accusations that the Seigneur of St. Ouen had in¬ 
fringed his Patent, because these were matters of fact the 
Commissioners did not feel themselves competent to pass an 
opinion on them, and suggested that impartial Commissioners 
should be appointed to inquire into them on tho spot. 

When Philippe, who had gone to London, had had an op¬ 
portunity of studying the Commissioners' recommendations, 
he presented five petitions to the Privy Council. He still ob¬ 
jected strongly to paying premiere saisine, and argued: “ that 
because the Isle of Sark was par cell of Her Majesty's Duchy 
of Normandy and governed by the ancient laws of that country 
whereby no premier Saisine is due," therefore he sought their 
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Lordships to discharge him of the payment of premidre saisine . 

He also objected to being under the martial jurisdiction of 
the Governor of Guernsey and asked that u he might have the 
government of the people of the island of Sark and the keeping 
of the artillerie and ammunitions there for the consideration 
therein specified.” 

He asked, too, that the Island should be granted a Seal to 
“ serve in causes of common justice arising within the same 
between Partie and Partie ”; that he might pay his rent to 
Guernsey and so avoid the unnecessary charges “ attending 
for the payment thereof” to which ho was often put; and 
lastly, that the people of Sark might trade outside the Island 
without hindrance or prejudice to himself. 

The Privy Council, on receiving these petitions, passed them 
for consideration to the Earl of Leicester and Mr. Secretary 
Walsingham, and eventually decided that Philippe must pay 
premih'o saisine , though in the reduced sum of forty pounds 
to bo paid in Guernsey between Michaelmas Day and All Saints' 
Day. The question of keeping artillery and ammunition in 
Sark, the payment of rent to Guernsey and trading outside the 
Island, they referred to the discretion of the Governor of 
Guernsey, Nor would they grant the Island a seal. Sub¬ 
sequently the Seigneurs were given the right to use their own 
Seal as the official Seal of Sark. 

They concluded: " Moreover whereas in the last article of the 
opinion of the Commissioners certified, the default suggested 
to have been committed by Philippe de Carteret in not produc¬ 
ing the inhabitants to the musters at the time required by the 
Captain (Governor), it were thought meet to be referred to 
some indifferent Commissioners to be examined being matters 
of fact, it was by the said Earl of Leicester and Mr. Secretary, 
for the difficulties appearing unto them in the choice of in¬ 
different Commissioners, thought more expedient that the said 
Philippe de Carteret should acknowledge the said defaults and 
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the Captain remit them unto him, which was accordingly done 
in the presence of the said Earl and Mr. Secretary.” 

With the decisions of the Privy Council, the Seigneur’s diffi¬ 
culties were still not resolved. Tho chief difficulty confronting 
him was to find sufficient number of suitable men who were 
able and willing to accept the responsibilities of serving their 
Island in the capacity of Jurat. Indeed, it was not easy to find 
anyone at all, and, as most of the inhabitants had their time 
fully occupied with tho work on their Tenements, they were 
either unable or unwilling to give up any of their time. 

As time went on these difficulties became more and more pro¬ 
nounced, and eventually became so acute that in 1675 the 
problem was referred to the Crown. On 17th May, an Order in 
Council finally abolished the Court of Sark, and as the Jurats 
had refused to take the oath and Sark had been without a 
Court for over a year, the office of Seneschal was set up. The 
Royal Court of Guernsey was directed to administer the oath 
to the Seneschal, and to establish such other officers “ as shall 
be requisite for the administration of the Civil Justice there.” 
These officers were to be nominated by Sir Philippe de Carteret 
“ in like manner as the said Sir Philippe doth at St. Ouen in 
Jersey, and other Lords of the Islands of Guernsey and Jersey 
do appoint in their respective Manors and Pees.” 1 

The first Seneschal took office on 15th July, 1675, and from 
that date until the present day, except for certain amendments 
made in 1922, and later, in 1951, the legislature of Sark has 
functioned without break and in the same manner throughout 
the centuries. 


1 The Order in Council le given in full at Appendix 8, 
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OTHER TROUBLES 

The Seigneur of Sark’s difficulties wove not only administra¬ 
tive. Tlio turbulant history of the middle decades of tho 
seventeenth century had ils repercussions ui the Channel 
Islands, where loyalties were as divided as Ihey were on tlio 
mainland of England. 

The island of Jersey was, as it still is, staunchly Royalist, 
and when the Prince of Wales was sent out of the country 
alter Naseby in July, 1G45, he and his court spent some months 
there before going on to France. During bis stay in dersey 
tin 1 Prince was entertaiued, at considerable expense, by Sir 
George do Carteret, Baronet, tho Governor and Bailiff, who 
lsler won great fame for his valiant defence of the Island 
against the largo Heel which the Republicans sent to subdue 
the Jerseynien. 

Sir George, who was tho grandson of our Sir Philippe do 
Carteret of St. Ouen and Sark, and Rachel L’oulet, had married 
his first cousin, Elizabeth, second daughter of Sir Philippe 
(settlor) of St. Ouen, and Anne Dowse. Sir George’s oldest son, 
Sir Philippe, married Jemima, elder daughter of Edward 
Montague, first Earl of Sandwich. He was knighted hi the 
ancient Castlo of Mont Orgucil in Jersey, for his loyalty to 
the Crown during tho Civil War, by King Charles II when that 
monarch visited the Island aftor the Restoration. 

In Guernsey a Parliamentary Council was set up, which also 
took over the government of Sark. As a result of his people’s 
opposition, Sir Philippe, tho son of Sir Philippe son of Uelicr, 
now Seigneur of Sark, and an ardent Royalist, was dispos¬ 
sessed of his Seigneurial rights, and Lhe revenues of the Island 
were confiscated by Cromwell’s men. 

Sir Philippe was compelled to leave Sark, and retired to his 
Manor of St. Ouen, in Jersey. His brother-in-law, Sir George, 
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naturally showed himself sympathetic and agreed to organise 
an expedition to recover Sark. 

Between them they soon gathered together a small ex¬ 
peditionary force, which was divided into two parts, one under 
the leadership of an officer called Lane, and the other under 
Chamberlain. The expedition set out from Jersey with the in¬ 
tention of making a landing in Sark under cover of darkness, 
so that a surprise attack might be made on the superior forces 
in that Island. 

The rendezvous was fixed for the night of the 26th May, 
1644, at L’Eperquorie des Congres, and the tiny force set out 
from Jersey to cross the always swelling Channel sepai*ating 
the Islands. The night, however, was dark and stormy, and 
on the crossing the ships lost touch with one another and only 
Lane’s pai'ty reached the appointed place. 

Tho Parliamentarians, possibly in anticipation of an attack, 
had posted sentries at iVEperquevie, and when Lane and his. 
men approached the shore and attempted to laud, they chal¬ 
lenged them, and receiving no satisfactory reply, fired a couple 
of shots at random at them. Lane’s men, who had had a very 
uncomfortable and rough crossing from Jersey, and were 
soalcod to tire skin as well as being seasick, and not knowing 
the strength of the forces opposing them, decided that dis¬ 
cretion was the bettor part of valour. They made no attempt, 
to land and, turning about, sailod back to Jersey. 

Chamberlain, on tho other hand, seems to have been made 
of sterner stuff. He sailed into Dixcart Bay, and after landing- 
on tho beach without opposition, advanced with his small force 
up tho valley of Dixcart to tho interior of the Island. 

Elie Brovint, the Pastor of Sark, gives the following account 
of tho operation in his diary. 

The 27th May was a Monday in the year 1644, and on that day 
God delivered tho Island o£ Boric from an attack made by the Jersey 
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peoplo, by order of Captain George do Carteret and Mb cousin M. 
Philippe, commonly cnllod (during hi« father's lifetime) the Montour 
do Sorlc. The troops, headed by Mr, Chamberlain consisted of about 
60 moil and wore embarked in four vessels; two arrived at Dixcart. 
About 36 of the mon walked up without encountering any opposition, 
and woro tlion mot, seized, disarmed and sent to Guernsey in the 
frigate of Captain Joseph Bramsby. 

The good Minister, who was also pro-Parliament, has thought 
fit to omit from his account that the men surprised the com¬ 
mander of Sark in bed, took him prisoner, and disarmed, with¬ 
out bloodshed, all those who opposed them. It was not until 
daylight that some of the inhabitants signalled for help to 
Bramsby, who happened to bo cruising in the vicinity of the 
Island, Bramsby put a strong, armed party ashore, and it was 
then that the Jerseymen were overpowered, 

Brovint goes on: 

Tho utliois driven bade by the guard on the Eperquorio (namely 
two frigates) and chased by the largo Parliamentary frigate, made 
for Joraoy, The two flrat woro soizod, secured and carried off by the 
said largo lVrliumeutary frigato, (This sumo day T road Psalm 108, 
and gave my daughlor to road Nohemiah 6; to my son Jilliaa, Psalm 
121; and to Daniel, Judges 4.) [Brovint was a pnalna singing old 
rogue.] 

They wore armed with swords, muskots, carabines, axes, and also 
providod with cords for binding and garroting those who attomptod 
to escape, etc. It was small rope not cord. In tho two vossols at 
Dixcnrt thoro remained but seven or eight men. Nearly all who lam 
dod on tho Island were hungry, thirsty, wet in getting into the boats, 
and some wore suffering from soa sickness. (One of tho frigalos was 
named tho Greyhound,) 

It is said that Mr. Ohamberlain in coming to Serk, was authorised 
and charged by those who sent him to transport to Jersey such of 
the Serkose as surrendered themselves; to put to death all who offered 
resistance; and to send the women and children to Franco, [Shades of 
Nazoism I] 

The musketeers do not carry armour, helmet, corslet, etc., which 
would have been burdensome and impede their walking with ease, 
and handling their weapons skilfully. The ball, both in cannon and 
muskets, rebounds and the rebound has more force than the flight 
or flrat stroke, One must aim at the body or log if ono wishes to 
wound the enemy, and not at the head or high up, for fear of the 


64 



i#> ■ * 




ft . ■'. --• ’•'-N;, • 


' A /**-■* - P 4'.,' . 

f A 1 


-•' **$$» >$&%***> v 


* U 'V<vw^ 




Seal of Sark. (De Carteret Arms) 



OTHER TROUBLES 


ball escaping without hitting, for the larger tlio butt, as the body or the 
chest, the moz‘e sure is one of striking; and the nearer the enemy 
can be approached the bettor; lor the shot has little force if fired at 
a distance, but much if near; or what is called close quarters. It is 
also a good thing if one can be the first to give the alarm, or first 
shot (called by the Eronch, u the first point ”) as that surprises the 
enemy, whether it be the stroke of ball, sword, fist, stick, etc. 

To bind the arms of an enemy or prisoner behind the hack or other¬ 
wise, two fathoms of small rope are sufficient without any other 
cordage. Whon the vanquished sues for his life to the mercy of the 
victorious captain, he must throw or lay down his weapons, and must 
not come armed into the presenco of the said Captain. 

With, one pound of load, which costs two or three sols, ten or twelve 
musket bullets can bo made according to the size of the musket. 

Sir Philippe made 210 further attempt to take his Island 
back by force, but instead turned corsair, as was the fashion 
in those days. The Sark men have taken to this kind of ad¬ 
venture throughout their history, many of them losing their 
lives in the course of their piratical activities. We are told, 
for example, that as late as July, 1703, Isaac Vaudin, a corsair, 
was killed, and that Paul Guille and Thomas Vaudin, also 
corsairs, were killed on 4th September, 1705. Sir Philippe ran 
his ships into the Channel whore they preyed on Parliamen¬ 
tarian and other shipping. IXis activities caused great damage 
to the trade between the English and the inhabitants of the 
Island. 

In this way he may have recouped himself for some of the 
losses he sustained by the confiscation of his revenues from 
Sark. Put he was prompted as much by his loyalty to the 
Crown as by his personal quarrel with the Parliamentarians. 
It would be interesting to know the measure of success which 
ho achieved from these exploits, but unfortunately he seems 
to have deemed it wiser to keep no record of them. It would 
also be interesting to know how many of his victims were made 
to “ walk the plank ” but there again history is silent. 

Although all the islands eventually came under Republican 
rule, Cromwell and his colleagues were never popular, and at 
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the Restoration everything that could be done to erase the 
memory of these men and their times was immediately done. 
Consequently, the Royal Court of Guernsey passed Lhe follow¬ 
ing Ordinance 1 : 

Tho HftcoiiUh day of May in tho year ono thousand nix hundred 
and sixty- 0110 , before tho Bailiff, Amice Andros Esquire, Messieurs 
Jan Brehault, Piono Oarcyo, .7 ninos Lo Mai chant, (Jliailos Androa, 
Guillaume do Beauvoir, Jan do SauHinnroz, Jan do Quattoville, Daniel 
do Boauvoir, Elizoo do Bnusnuirez, jurats being present. 

Concerning that which it has pleased His Sacred Majesty our 
Sovereign Lord tho King, on tho advice of his most honorable Privy 
Council, to ordain and command that tho names of Oliver and Richaid 
Cromwell and other iyrants and usurpers inserted in the public regis¬ 
ters of this Island bo erased and cancelled: 

TtTB COrillT, in humble obodionco to the said command has or¬ 
dained and ordains that tho names of tho said tyrants and usurpers 
be emsed from tho said registers, and from all contracts and writings 
whatsoever and wheresoever they may bo designated, so that tho 
memory of them may not bo lofl. And furtlior the said Court ordain 
that tho names of those who acted in tho quality of Bailiffs and Jurats 
under tho said tyrants and usurpers shall not bo employed in any 
contracts of whatever naturo made since the death of his Sacred 
Majesty King Charles the First, of happy memory, to which the seal 
of this Island should bo aJYixod; and will have all persons renew all 
such contracts within ono year of Michaelmas noxt, on pain that the said 
contracts will bo declared null after the said time has expired. 

So the Seigneur of Sark returned to his Seigneury on the 
authority of a letter from the Governor of Guernsey dated 
25th August, 1560, and when lhe King and his Most Honourable 
Privy Council had straightened out the administrative difficul¬ 
ties, the people and their Lord settled down to a peaceful ex¬ 
istence which is carried into the present. 


* The originnl ia at Appendix 9. 
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THE SEIGNEUR, THE TENANTS AND CONTRACTS 

The Charter which Queen Elizabeth I granted to Holier de 
Carteret in 1565 constituted for all the Seigneurs of Sark the 
instrument of all their rights and obligations. It is an interest¬ 
ing document, because unlike the majority of such Charters 
from the earliest feudal times, it ennumerated in the greatest 
detail, which was repeated so that there could be no mistake, 
all the rights which were granted to the Seigneur, and the 
obligations which devolved on him in return for those rights. 
It was a contract in which the two signatories undertook to 
fulfil bargains on both sides. 

On the one hand the Queen gave Helier all the land of the 
Island, with all thereon and therein, the outlying islands and 
rocks, and the territorial waters. On the other hand, Helier 
undertook to make certain money payments to the Queen, to 
maintain at least forty men on the Island on penalty of certain 
fines, and never to sell the Island or to allow it to pass into the 
hands of the Queen’s enemies. He held the fief in capite, that 
is, direct from the Queen, to whom he paid hommage. The 
fief was transmissible to Helier’s heirs and successors in 
perpetuity. 

It must not be thought that Sark is the only fief still existing 
in her Majesty’s domains. In both Guernsey and Jersey there 
are a number, and the Seigneurs hold them from the Sovereign 
11 in faith and hommage,” Each fief has its Court which meets 
annually, but there is generally little business to transact ex¬ 
cept to elect its officers for the ensuing year and to record 
the changes of property. These Seigneurs, however, are re¬ 
quired to attend the Courts of Chief Pleas of Jersey and 
Guernsey, and to reaffirm their oaths whenever called upon by 
the respective Bailiffs to do so. But not so the Seigneur of 
Sark. By the Order in Council of 1583, " by reason of Ms tenure 
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he is not obliged to serve on llie Court of Chief Pleas of 
Guernsey.” 

A fief <le haubert , that. is, a Tenancy held oil condition of 
supplying men and weapons for the Overlord’s armed forces, 
sucdi as Sark is, may bo passed on to I lie Seigneur's male heir, 
or may be disposed of by the Seigneur during his lifetime. 
Such a fief is indivisible and passed 1o the eldest son or 1o one 
of his male descendants by representation, in Us entirety. Sark, 
however, may be passed to the daughters in order of primo¬ 
geniture. 

IE the Seigneur wishes to dispose of his fief during his life¬ 
time, ho can do so only with the Sovereign's permission. The 
new Seigneur under these conditions docs not necessarily have 
to lie male. Such a transmission of the fief releases the former 
Seigneur of all his obligations, which now devolve on his 
successor. 

Under the Letters Patent of Elizabeth T, Holier do Carteret 
was granted full discretion in disposing of the land of Sark, 
lie could lease, farm out or sell “Port or parcel In oT the said 
Island by written contract ” for a term, for life or for ever. 
As wo have seen, Elizabeth exacted of Holier, under pain of 
certain penalties, the uudcrtakiug that he should maintain on 
the Island a minimum of forty men. To enable himself to ful¬ 
fil this undertaking more easily, ho made use of those clauses 
of the Charter, and by a “ simple tenancy ” by which the Tenant 
became the vassal of the Seigneur, he disposed of the forty 
farms which he had delineated on the Island. Tie exacted no 
homage from his Tenants, but ho reserved all the oilier rights 
and duties of his Soigneury. In all other ways, tlio Teuonionts 
were regulated according to the customs of Jersey. 

Not all the Island was divided into Tenements. Cortain lands 
were retained by the Seigneur, who might do with them as he 
wished. 


68 



THE SEIGNEUR, THE TENANTS AND CONTRACTS 

Ilelicr offered each of his Tenants the right to purchase the 
farm allotted him in most cases by means of a mortgage or 
rente, as it was known, on condition that a dwelling house was 
built on it and that one man, at least, was maintained to carry 
a musket for the defence of the Island if the need arose. In 
this way, he procured an annual income for himself and satis¬ 
fied the clause in the Charter relating to the defence of the 
Island. 

The ownership of a farm entitled the proprietor to a seat in 
the Court of Chief Pleas, or Island Parliament, thus giving each 
Tenant the right to active participation in the government of 
the Island. To-day these conditions still obtain. With the ex¬ 
ception of two farms hold by the Seigneur, all the farms in 
Sark are privately owned, and their owners assist in controlling 
the Island’s affairs. 

At one time there appeared to be some doubt as to whether 
land disposed of in this way was actually sold outright, or 
merely let on perpetual lease. So a test case was presented to 
the Law Officeivs of the Crown in Guernsey, and the ruling 
which follows, given by Charles de Jersey, Procureur du Roi and 
Robert MacCulloch, Advocate of the Royal Court, show that 
Tenancies had been transferred absolutely. 1 


After mature reflection, it seems to us that according to all the pro¬ 
nouncements of Queen Elizabeth a Eicf has been created which 
resembles the great majority of Fiefs which formerly existed in England 
with some special conditions attaching to it which wore necessary in 
the particular situation prevailing in the Island at the time of its 
enforcement. 

It appears to us also that the leases of land which have been made 
by the Seigneurs of Saik are not perpetual leases but leases of true 
mortgage which resemble leases which have been made by the Seigneurs 
of the Fiefs in Guernsey to their Tenants, and that in consequence the 
Tenants of Smk are proprietors of their estates as are all the proprietors 


1 The original appears at Appendix 10. 
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in Guernsey. It is true that they are liable to forfeit their estates if 
they do not fulfil the duties exacted of them, but this is so with all 
the proprietors of estates wherevor the feudal system exists. The 
doubts which existed as to the concession, of origin appeared to us 
removed by the Letters Patent of James I of 1010, which laid it down 
that the Tenants of Sark are the sole owners of the estates, being 
seised in their estates in “fee simple” or “fee tail” or other estate 
of inheritance. 

The Letters Patent of James I to which the Crown Officers 
referred set out the situation in great detail. They categorically 
stated that although the estates in the adjacent Islands had 
always been and still were partable, those of Sark were not, 
both according to Law and usage, and that the division of the 
Sark estates would greatly damage and endanger the Island, 
for the Seigneur, under such conditions, would find it very 
difficult to fulfil his obligations of peopling and defending the 
Island. “ It is a matter of groat consequence and necessitie to 
restrain by all good and wholesome ordonnances and provisions 
the incombring and overcharging of the said land with extra¬ 
ordinary and new charges,” the Letters stated, “ whereby the 
ancient servises, tenures and duties, originally and founda- 
mentally charged upon the said Isle of Sark, for the i>rescrva- 
tion, safety and defence of the same, and for the common good 
of the Lord and Tenants thereof, should be hindered, diminished 
or abated: And for as much as neglect of good and timely 
provisions, in a case of so great importance, would prove very 
prejudicial to our service, therefore in pro of time by often 
partitions and extraordinary charges layed upon the said 
land there would romaine only a number of poor men, unable 
to defend the same.” 1 

One of the stipulations relating to the sale of the Tenancies 
was, therefore, that they should never be subdivided. For this 
reason, the farms to-day retain the boundaries oi'iginally al- 


1 These Letters Patent, which are very important in property transactions and in¬ 
heritance in Sark, are given in full at Appendix 11, 
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lotted to them, except in certain isolated cases where am all 
divisions have taken place for exceptional reasons. After a 
time, and especially during the Civil War when the Seigneur 
was, for a period, deprived of his rights; this rule lapsed, and 
there were many cases of subdivision. 

Prominent among such cases was that of Dos d’Ane. This 
farm had been sold by Jean Le Gros to Jean Perier on 19th 
June, 1626. When Jean Perier died on 9th November, 1642, 
his two daughters, Elizabeth and Esther, took it upon them¬ 
selves to divide the farm between them so that each would have 
an equal share in the inheritance. In later years, the matter 
was raised by the Seigneur, and it was ruled that this division 
of property was illegal. 

After a good deal of controversy, their heirs who were the 
owners in 1703, were persuaded to surrender their rights on 
payment, and to sell the whole farm to Samuel de Carteret, 
son of Samuel and Catherine de Carteret, thus complying with 
the Law and re-uniting the two halves of the farm. It so 
happened that Samuel, the purchaser, was the grandson of 
Jean Perier’s wife, Susanne Vibert, who had first married 
Josu6 de Carteret on 12th January, 1610. His father, Samuel, 
was Josue’s oldest surviving son, the three other brothers 
having died before 1703. One of these, Erangois, who died on 
19th December, 1689, and who lived at La Valette, had left a 
grandson also named Samuel, whose father, Josue, had been 
drowned on 18th March, 1702. So the farm was kept in the 
family. 

The amalgamation of Dos d’Ane is recorded thus : l 

To all thoso who will see or hear these present letters, Jean Payne, 
J un ior, Seneschal oJ3 the Island of Sark, greetings in God, 

Be it known that bofore me in the said Island in the year of grace 
one thousand seven hundred and three, the twenty-ninth day of July, 


5 The original in Sark French is at Appendix 12. 
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there were before me Seigneur Charlos de Carteret, Baronet, Seigneur 
of St. Ouen and of Sark, Gentleman in Ordinary of His Majesty's Privy 
Chamber, Edward Vaudin and Esther Rondel his wife authorised by 
the same, Jean Yaudin, Francois Ilainon and Samuel de Carteret, son 
of Samuel: 

And concerning that after the death of Jean Perior, who had the 
right to the house and Tenement of Dos cL'Ano, Elizabeth Perier wife 
of Jean Rondel and Esther Perier wife of Edward Vaudin, daughters 
of the said Jean Perier, did divide between them the said houso and 
Tenement contrary to the Betters Patent of his Majesty the Fief 
Lord James the First of happy memory in the ninth year of his Teign 
in England and the twelfth of August which forbids such divisions 
and separations: 

And as Esther Rondel wife of Edward Vaudin, heir of Sara Rondel, 
daughter of Pierre Rondel and of Elizabeth Perier his wife, agreed 
to lease her part of the said house and Tenement to Francois Haraon: 

The Baid Seigneur caused this Court to be convened in ordor to 
deliver to him the possession of the said house and Tenement of Dos 
d'Ane that they had interfered with, dismembered and divided and have 
not effected its reunion within the time permitted by law, and that on 
their refusal to accept the offer of the said Soigneur that one of them 
should take the said house and Tenement so that it might bo re* 
unitod, the said house and Tenement of Dos d'Ane was adjudgod and 
confirmed to him by the Act of the 23rd day of July, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and three: 

They today being come together, the said Seigneur being moved by 
compassion and good will by their prayers, and not wishing to avail 
himself of any advantage nor to act with rigour towards thorn, has 
voluntarily yielded to them the benefit of the said forfeiture and con¬ 
sented that the aforesaid partios for them and their heirs for ever may 
lease, rent and deliver to the said Samuel do Carteret and to his heirs 
in perpetuity all and such right and interest that thBy have had or have 
claimed to have had to the said house and Tenement of Dos d'Ane: 

The said lease and transfer being made for and on condition that 
the said Tenement will remain for ever in the future united and that 
the said Samuel de Carteret pays and discharges the rentes due ou the 
Tenement to whom they are due: 

And to keep the said house in good and sufficient repair and a 
capable man, either he or some other in his place, furnished with a 
good musket and appurtenances for the defence of the said Isle, and 
will discharge the seigneurial rights: 

And for the price of six hundred pounds tournois and a thirteenth, 
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which sum the said Hamon and de Carteret have paid to the said 
Edward Vaudin and Jean Vandin: 

Tho same de Carteret undertakes to reimburse the said Hamon for 
what he has spent, as is said above, for the repairs he has made: 

And the said Joan Vaudin, during his life-time, Bhall have his dwel¬ 
ling in tho Petit Etro, whore he now lives, without prejudice to the 
said de Carteret or his lessees: 

And the said Edward Vaudin and Esther Rondel his wife, tho said 
Jean Vaudin and the said de Carteret undertake on behalf of themselves 
and their heirs to furnish guarantee of pa} r ment and completion of the 
Premises on all their movable goods and hereditaments, present and 
future: 

Finally tho said woman will swear that she has not been constrained, 
beaten nor forced, and that she does so of her own free will: accord¬ 
ing to which their own acts and submissions condemns them. 

In witness whereof I have signed these presents the year and day 
aforesaid. 

The prohibition of the division of farms has been a constantly 
recurring subject for discussion in Sark. There is little doubt, 
however, that the stipulation is a wise one, for without it Sark 
would quickly lose its agriculture and the Serkiase their in¬ 
dependence. 

Some years ago, however, it was felt that there was a need for 
some relaxation of the law so that land might be used for public 
building. Accordingly an Order in Council was passed, so that, 
if necessaryi land could be purchased from Tenants for the 
erection of buildings for the benefit of the community, a con¬ 
cession which permitted the building of the Methodist Chapel 
and the Vicarage. 

This Order in Council was registered on 16th July, 1927, 
and laid down, as is consistently the case in Sark history, the 
precise conditions under which land might be alienated. 

It was to be lawful to alienate land which might be required 
for religious, charitable, educational or other purposes for the 
benefit of the community, but for no other purpose, and such 
land or buildings might he acquired by Trustees or by a body 
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corporate. This might only be done, however, if the Seigneur 
and Douzaine proposed and approved such alienation, and if 
H.M. Procureur in Guernsey produces a Certificate that the land 
is to be used for the purposes stated, a Deed of Conveyance shall 
be drawn up. No person other than a British Subject and no 
body corporate other than a body corporate of British Nation- 
ality may acquire any estate or interest. 1 

Properties are sometimes seized for debt or failure to comply 
with the terms of the contract, and the law in this ease states 
that the property will be let for one year, after which the 
owner is to be given the opportunity to pay his debts before the 
property is seized by his creditors. 

One such saisie was made on the Clos Bourel and a house 
and lands at Le Port in the eighteenth century. It would seem 
that Jean Guille got behind with his rent for six years. So on 
the 12th November, 1733, Dame Elizabeth Le Gros, to whom 
he owed the rent, applied to the Bailiff of Guernsey, Josuah 
Le Marchant, and to the Jurats, for a saisie on the house and 
lands at Le Fort and at the Clos Bourel, for a debt of three 
quarters of froment de rente for six years, the year 1732 in¬ 
cluded, except for eight pounds ten sols received. 

Five days later, on 17th November, the Prevdt of Sark, 
authorised by the Royal Court of Guernsey and at the instance 
of Dame Elizabeth, made the saisie. On 4th December, the 
PrSvot informed the Royal Court that he had carried out the 
Orders of the Court. 

The position with regard to letting property in Sark is some¬ 
what obscure, presenting a certain amount of difficulty which 
gives rise to speculation and controversy. I, therefore, approach 
the matter as an amateur only, and in the full realisation that 
what I may say may be criticised. 


1 The relevant paragraphs of the Order are to bo found at Appendix 13. 
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The Charter, of course, gave the Seigneur definite rights, but 
the Tenants and other proprietors have no such document on 
which to rely. At least, they cannot rely on it to the same ex¬ 
tent as the Seigneur, and are bound by the laws and customs. 

Some authorities state definitely that leases cannot be grant¬ 
ed for a period of more than nine years, which, I believe is 
according to the old Norman law of Rouen of 1470, as ex¬ 
pounded by Pothier. The position of the Tenants, however, may 
be quite apart from those of the ordinary landed proprietors, 
who do not owe the same allegiance to the Seigneur, and who 
are not bound by the same conditions in their contracts of 
purchase. 

I have in my possession a number of Sark Papers, and 
among them are the notes of a nineteenth century Sark man 
on leases. 

He says: “ The proprietor can lease for any number of years 
under forty if he is a young man and in good health and there 
appears to be no fraud. In Sark, a father may not let his 
property to a younger son for more than one year, but he may 
do so to the eldest son for any number of years since he is the 
only heir to the property; the younger sons having no part in 
it, cannot complain after the death of the father. The proprietor 
will have three years of preference over the other creditors on 
the chattels which he has accommodated, then afterwards he 
will share equally with them. The man-servant or maid¬ 
servant will also have one year of preference. (The Court ad¬ 
judged only one year of preference for the man-servant. See 
the “ Independence of 19th June, 1830 ”.) 

“A verbal lease is valid and if there is a dispute it will 
be the proprietor^ oath on the agreement which will be accept¬ 
ed ; and he can demand the lessee to give his oath, and if this is 
refused, can give him notice to quit. (See the “Independence 
of 14th April, 1827 ” ) 
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u Agreement with a married woman is not valid unless she 
has a power of attorney from her husband.” 

“ A verbal lease which it has been agreed shall be replaced 
with a written lease is valid only for what may be done and 
signed by the parties. 

M If the husband and the wife who have had no children to 
succeed to the property of the wife and the said woman dies 
before the year ends, then the husband shall enjoy the rent 
up to the day of his wife's decease, but if they have had children 
born alive, whether they are living or dead at the death of the 
wife is of no consequence, he will enjoy his wife's property 
while he remains a widower, but if ho marries he will lose the 
said property. The widow who leases her dowry must guaran¬ 
tee the lessee in the case of her death before the end of the year, 
An authority tells me that should the widow die after Mid¬ 
summer Day the lessee shall have his harvest on paying the 
year's rent to the heir; the lessee ‘ puts on the shoes of the 
widow'—that is to say, she cannot lease her dowry after her 
death.” 

Here is a common form of written lease 

The . day of .the year . before 

the undersigned witnesses: 

I the undersigned of the Island of Sark for myself and my hoirs 

acknowledge and avow that I have leased to B.... also of the 

Island of Sark to him and his heirs a property called. 

comprising a house, gardens, barn, stables, arable lands, cotils, and 
furzo brakes, all and sundry as they constitute the said property be¬ 
longing to the said A. 

Made for the term and space of ....consecutivo years 

for the price and sum of... per annum. The said B 

will enter into possession on the.....and will give 

up possession on the.....and this on the security of all 

1 The Sark French version is at Appendix 14, 
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my personal property and properties present and future and of my 
heirs and I also B, tho undersigned lessee promise and undertake for 
myself and my heirs to the aforesaid A. on tho security of all my 
personal property and properties present and future and of my heirs. 

It must not bo forgotten that Tenancies in Sark must be 
passed down to heirs without encumbrance. Although high 
legal authority has given the opinion that leases do not rank 
as encumbrances, no case, to my knowledge, has yet been 
argued, and it might possibly be ruled that a Tenant in granting 
a lease of his property or any part of it, might be eucumbring 
the inheritance to the detriment of the heir. The heir might 
argue this point successfully if it were found that his legitimate 
rights had been encumbered by or through the granting of a 
lease binding him to certain conditions to which he personally 
never agreed. 

The transfer of property in Sark is effected by the con¬ 
tracting parties appearing personally before the Seneschal’s 
Court and consenting orally to the transaction, the details of 
which are specified in a Deed known as a Contract. The con¬ 
tents of this document are copied into the Land Registry of 
the Greffe, which is the official record of all such transactions. 

Before property can be transferred the Cong6, or permission, 
of the Seigneur must be obtained and produced in Court. With¬ 
out it the contract cannot be sanctioned. The Conge is the 
Seigneur’s acknowledgment that he is satisfied with the legality 
of the transaction and that he has received the trememe or 
thirteenth part of the purchase price, which is due to him from 
the purchaser. If the property changes hands again within 
twelve months, the treizieme cannot be claimed by the Seigneur 
on the second sale, except on any increase in the price. 

When an owner of property dies leaving a widow, Deeds 
known as a Partage are prepared, the Billes of which give the 
details of the portions due to the heirs. 
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Below I give translations of certain contracts which I have 
selected as being good examples of transactions of this nature. 
Some are original sales from the Seigneur to his Tenants, and 
are therefore of special interest, showing, as they do, the 
original boundaries of these properties, as well as the terms 
on which the properties passed from Seigneur to Tenant. 

It will be noted that the price in the case of original sales is 
not wholly in cash, but mostly in rente, or mortgage, payable 
each year on Michaelmas Day, 29th September. There is also 
no mention of a Cong6 in the original contracts, since the 
Seigneur himself, to whom the right of Conge belongs, was 
selling the land and therefore exacted no trememe , which 
would not become due until the land changed hands again. 

Another interesting feature of these contracts is the in¬ 
sertion of a condition of sale binding the purchaser to provide 
a man or men to live on the property who would be used for 
the defence of the Island in case of need. This clause is still 
inserted in modern contracts, as it was one of the conditions 
on which the property was originally sold by the Seigneur, 
and can, therefore, never be changed. It is the reason why no 
Tenancy can be sold to any purchaser who is considered not to 
be in a position to fulfil the undertaking. 

Some properties which are not Tenements are not affected in 
this way. The ownership of such lands does not in every case 
bind the purchaser to provide men-at-arms, as the owners of 
these lands do not owe the same allegiance to the Seigneur as 
to the Tenants. These lands can be bought by any person or 
persons, so long as the Seigneur’s Conge is obtained. 

Contract of the Sale of Le Clos de la Tour de la 
Cloche by Jean , Lord de Carteret to Thomas de 
Carteret son of Samuel, 1 


1 The original is at Appendix IS. 
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The year one thousand seven hundred and nineteen, the fifteenth day 
of August, it is permitted to ThomaB de Carteret son of Samuel, ta 
register in the public records of the Island of Sark a Bailie hdT&ditalle 
passed before Monsieur le Seneschal on the eleventh day of August 
of the current year of which the tenour follows word for word: 

To all those who will see or hear these present Letters the Reverend 
Monsieur Laurens Payne, Attorney of the right honourable Seigneur 
Jean, Lord do Carteret, Baron of Hawnes, Seigneur of St. Ouen, Serk 
etc., as it has appeared to us by a Power of Attorney passed in London 
before Monsieur Martin de Gruchy, Notary and Scrivonor Public, on 23rd 
May, 1719, and registered in the Record books of this Island of Sark 
under our Sovereign George by the Grace of God King of Great Britain, 
Scotland and Ireland etc. Greetings in God. 

Be it known that in the year of Grace one thousand seven hundred 
and nineteen, on the eleventh day of August before Philippe de Carteret 
Gentleman, Seneschal of the Island of Sark, has appeared the said 
Reverend Monsieur Laurens Payne, Attorney as aforesaid, and in virtue 
of the Power of Attorney has leased, yielded, acquitted and delivered 
for ever in the name of the said Soigneur and his heirs, to Thomas de 
Carteret son of Samuel residing and living in the Island of Sark and 
to his heirs, a certain' enclosure of land commonly know as the Clos 
-do la Tour do la Cloche. 

Lying to tho east of the tower of the said bell, with its ditches and 
reliefs sucli as to tho said enclosure belong, THAT IS TO SAY, the 
-ditch from the west of the said cofcil, and the said de Carteret shall 
be able to take land outside his bank to make a ditch sufficient to en- 
-close tho said piece of land. 

Item: the ditch on the south shall be the boundary between Samuel 
-de Carteret and him, and the ditch on tho east between the said piece 
of land and the Clos do Nortnand will also be the boundary between 
them, THAT IS TO SAY, each of them will keep it in good and 
sufficient repair. 

The said lease made for the price and sum of twenty-three cabots de 
/roment of rente , pure and clean, without waste, payable on St. 
Michael's Lay nest, and afterwards annually in perpetuity. And the 
said de Carteret shall have a road and passage for wagons and carts to 
go to his enclosure by the ordinary roads of the Manor, and posses¬ 
sion presently on paying at St. Michael's next. And he shall be able 
to water his boasts at the fountain of the said Manor. And neither he 
nor his heirs shall bo able neither to divide nor lease, sell nor alienate 
the said piece of land nor any part thereof, to raise any annual rent 
outside this Island, the said piece of land being free and quit of all 
other rents and charges, EXCEPT the Seigneurial rights. 
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And tlie paid de Carteret shall build a bouse in the said enclosure 
and place there a man* either ho or another, furnished with a good 
musket and ammunition for the defence of the Island. 

In witness whereof the said Reverend Monsieur Laurens Payne 
attorney aforesaid, has signed these presents with his sign manual, and 
affixed thereto the sail of the Arms of tho said Seigneur, Seal of this 
Island. 

The following is a contract of transfer. 

Contract of the Sale of a House and Land at Dixcart 
by Bobert Slowley to Philippe de Carteret. 1 

To all those who will see or hear these present Letters, Eleazer Le 
Marchant, Esquire, Seigneur du Conte and Dependencies, Lieutenant 
of Josu6 Le Marchant, Esquire, Bailiff of the Island of Guernsey under 
our Sovereign Lord George the Second, by tho Grace of God King of 
Great Britain, Prance and Ireland, Defender of the Pailh etc. Greetings 
in God. 

Be it known that before us in the town of St. Peter Port on the first 
day of May one thousand seven hundred and Ihirty-one and in the 
presence of Pierre Careye and Thomas Lo Marchant Jurats of the 
Royal CouTt in the said Island Sieur Robert Slowley Senior has ap¬ 
peared personally. Born in the Island of Sark and at present living in 
this Island of Guernsey, who of his free will has acknowledged and 
avowed to have granted in fief and leased on mortgage from him and 
his heirs in perpetuity to Sieur Philippe do Carteret Senior, son of 
Sieur Philippe de Carteret of La Moignerio in the said Island of Sark, 
present and accepting for him and his heirs for ever: 

To wit, a certain house and lands in the territory of Dixcart in 
the said Island of Sark to the northwest or near the house and lands 
of Philippe Dumaresq. And to the southwest or near the house and 
lands of Michel Simon on behalf of Marie Lo Brocq his wife tho whole 
as so comprised with exits and entrances, ditches and reliefs, immunities 
and undertakings all and sundry as belong to tho said Robert Slowley. 

Done for the price and sum of four quarters de frament measure of 
the said Island of Sark and two capons of rente, with the sum of seven 
hundred livres tournois paid once and for all, of which sum of seven 
hundred livres tournois Roboxt Slowley has acknowledged receipt from 
the said Philippe de CaTteret Senior in legal tender which sum of four 
quarters de froment measure of the said Island of Sark and two eapons 
of rente the said Philippe de Carteret Senior has promised to and 


1 The original appears at Appendix 16. 
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bound himself to pay annually on St. Michael's Day the 29th September 
in the future to the quittance and discharge of the said Robert Slowley 
and of his heirs to Dame Susanne Le Gros, widow of Nicolas Le Pelley, 
Damo of the said Island of Sark and to her heirs and successors 
Seigneurs of the said Island of Sark in pure froment and without waBte 
in the said Island of Sark. 

And also to maintain an armed man in the said house either he or 
someone in his place good and sufficient for the protection of the said 
Island of Sark as the said Robert Slowley has been bound to do, the 
wholo on the security of all the real and personal property and 
properties of the said Philippe de Carteret and of his heirs present and 
future. Likewise the said Robert Slowley has promised and undertaken 
to furnish and guarantee to the said Philippe de Carteret and his heirs 
the said houso and lands hereby leased to hold them discharge and 
exempt of all rentes and dues save and except the Seignenrial rights 
on the like and reciprocal undertaking as above-mentioned. 

And it is conditional and understood between the said parties that 
the said de Carteret, ho and his heirs, shall not lease, sell nor alienate 
in any manner whatsoever, the said house nor any of the said lands 
whatsoever to xaise any rentes other than the said rente of the 
Seigneur of the said Island of Sark. And the said purchaser has pro¬ 
duced the Cong6 of the aforesaid Dame Susanne Le Gros, Dame of the 
Island of Sark otc and its dependencies, in respect of the treizidme 
due on the transaction. 

In witness whereof the Seal of the Bailiwick of the said Island of 
Guernsey has boon placed and affixed to these present Letters. 

A Partage was equally detailed, setting out exactly the re¬ 
sponsibilities of each party to it. An example with translation 
is given at Appendix 18. 
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OTHER SEIGNEURIAL RIGHTS 

Mention has been made again and again in these contracts and 
other instruments, to the Seigneurial rights in regard to 
property. The Charter of 1565 granted the Seigneur many other 
rights as well, though many of them do not seem to have been 
exacted, not even homage from the first Tenants and their 
heirs. Several rights have always been exacted, however, 
among them the tithe, the right of passage over the whole 
Island, the right of chase and of treasure and mines. In these 
days the majority have been converted to money payments. 

The tithe was payable direct to the Seigneur by every in¬ 
habitant of the Island. It was levied on crops, wool, lambs, 
apples and pigs. It was sufficient to warn the Seigneur twenty- 
four hours before the gathering in, and it was his responsibility 
to send his agent to supervise the harvesting and the trans¬ 
portation of the tithe to the Manor. The tithes could be used 
entirely at the discretion of the Seigneur, but were generally 
allotted to the maintenance of the Minister. 

The right of passage allowed the Seigneur to pass through 
any man's property without permission, question or hindrance. 
So it was with the right of chase, which forbade hunting with 
dogs, ferrets or guns without the Seigneur's permission. But 
the customs which have grown up have greatly mitigated the 
royal prescriptions. 

All treasure or treasure-trove found in the Island, even out¬ 
side his own property, belonged to the Seigneur. When, how- 
over, a little before 1840 veins of silver, copper and lead were 
discovered in Little Sark, and for a time Sark minds reeled 
with dreams of untold riches, a company was formed to sink 
shafts and exploit these minerals. The point then arose: to 
whom did the mineral resources belong, the Seigneur or the 
Tenant on whose property they were found? 
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The problem was submitted to Charles de Jersey, II.M. Pro¬ 
curer in Guernsey, and to Robert MacCulloch, an advocate. 
After much learned consultation it was decided tha t by the 
Charter of 1565 everything found under the ground belonged 
to the Seigneur, who must undertake to reimburse the owner 
of the land for the damage caused by the sinking of shafts and 
so on, at twice their true value. These conditions were accepted 
by both parties. 

Unfortunately, the dreams were only dreams. "When the 
shafts were sunk at great expense, it was not long before it was 
discovered that neither the silver nor the copper, nor the lead 
was present in exploitable quantities. 

From the time of the first Helier de Carteret, the mining of 
grain had always been a Seigneurial monopoly. In 1796, how¬ 
ever, Thomas de Carteret, who was the Tenant of La Forge, 
built a mill on his Tenement. The Seigneur, Pierre Le Pelley, 
fearing for the revenues which accrued to him from the 
Seigneurial mill, at once demanded de Carteret to demolish 
his mill. 

Sark people have always known their own laws, however, and 
Thomas was not averse to having the Seigneur’s right sub¬ 
mitted to law. But when the Seigneur caused him to be sum¬ 
monsed to appear before the Seneschal’s Court, believing that 
he would not get an impartial judgment from the Seneschal, 
he refused to appear, thus forcing the Sark official to arrest 
him and bring him before the Royal Court in Guernsey. The 
decision of this latter Court, Thomas knew, could never be up¬ 
set except by the Crown. 

Having heard the case, the Royal Court recorded their verdiet 
as follows: 1 

TIig 6th May, 1797, before the 
Bailiff. 

Pierre Le Pelley, Esquire, Seigneur of the Island of Sark and its 
1 The original appears at Appendix 17. 
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dependencies lias silence towards Sieur Thomas de Carteret of La Forge 
one of the Tenants of the said Island of Sark in the case which the 
said M, Le Polley has brought against the Deputy ProvoL of the said 
Island of Saik to cause the said de Carteret to appear before him that 
he should be arrested and brought to justice in the case which the 
said JVI. Le Polley has against him, to bo judged in the time and on 
the penalty which it will please the Court to order, to pull down and 
demolish a windmill which fcho said de Carte rot has with intent and 
a short time ago erected on his property of La Forgo in the said Island 
of Sark without permission of the said Seigneur as char god on 12th 
November 1796 and again charged on 38th March 1797, tho suid de 
Carteret having been released by an aeto d’omoroi dated 4th February 
1797 making him answerable for past costs. 

Tho Court judges the said de Carteret to have tho right to possess a 
mill for his own use, but not for the use of any other inhabitant 
whatsoever of the said Island of Sark and costs were awarded against 
M. Le Pelley and against the decision 06 tho Court each of tho parties 
appealed. 

Geo. Le Febvre, Greflier du Poi. 

As it was extremely difficult to transport the grain grown 
in Little Sark over La Coupee to Helier’s mill, auothcr mi]] was 
erected there in one of the fields belonging to the Tenement of 
La Pipeterie. This Tenement was original Ly ownod by Samuel 
de Carteret, Jurat of the Sark Court, who was born on 15th 
July, 1618, and was the grandson of Edouard de Carteret, the 
Bailiff of Sark. 1 This mill, like Helier’s, is no longer in use 
but the stone-built tower still stands to provide an excellent 
landmark to those approaching Sark from Guernsey. 

The Seigneur also possesses the right of escheat. If a Tenant 
dies without heirs to the fifth generation, as once happened in 
1710, all his immovable property in Sark returns to the 
Seigneur. But not only is the immovable property within the 
right of the Seigneur, the goods and movable effects abandoned 
or possessed by felons, fugitives and pirates come within this 


1 La- Pipeterie was inherited in due course by Samuel's son Philippe. Philippe, who 
bad married Sara Yaudin, died ini 1733 childless, and the farm passed to his nephew 
Philippe, son of Samuel de Carteret of Dos d’Ane, who had nnnmed Mnrie de Cartciet. 
Eventually it descended to Philippe’s grandson Pierre Philippe, who sold it to Helicr Baker 
on 18th February, 1801, as he intended marrying and going to live in Guernsey. Sub¬ 
sequently Pierre Philippe volunteered for service in the Royal Navy and was killed in 
action on 3rd April, 1809. The farm is now owned by Mr. Thomas Hmcks. 
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category, as do wrecks of ships. Captains of ship-wrecked 
vessels may not sell what is salvaged of their cargoes without 
the Seneschal's permission. 

The Seigneur is permitted to put a tax on bread, wine and 
beer. In practice this right is not exercised by the Seigneur 
but by the decision of Chief Pleas. 

No one may set up a tavern on the Island or sell cider 
without the Seigneur’s permission and licence, though the in¬ 
habitants have the right to brew cider on their own premises 
for their own use. A fine of fifty livres tournois may be in¬ 
flicted on anyone contravening this right, a quarter of which 
fine going to the Sovereign, a quarter to the Seigneur and the 
remaining half to the Island poor. 

The Seigneur also used to have the right of corvee. Under 
tho corvGe, which is a general exaction on the Tenants and 
sub-tenants under the feudal system, two days’ work a year had 
to be given for the profit of the Seigneur. In Sark, the corvGe 
was mostly devoted to work on the harbour and repairs to 
roads. 
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THE SENESCHAL 

Of the offices laid down by the Order in Council of 19th May, 
3675, that of Seneschal was the most important. The first 
Seneschal, Pierre G-ibaut, took office on 15th July of the same 
year, and since that time a Seneschal has carried out his 
functions without any modification of his original powers, 
rights and privileges. 

The Seneschal is President of the Chief Pleas and the local 
Magistrate. By the Reform Law of 1951 he is appointed by the 
Seigneur, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Guernsey, and is sworn in by the Royal Court of Guernsey. 
He may, however, resign, and the Seigneur cannot refuse to 
accept his resignation. Only one instance of resignation has 
occurred. Thomas Godfrey surrendered the position in 1876, 
and was succeeded by William de Carteret. 

In his judicial capacity he has a universal competence in the 
Island in all civil matters and a certain competence in minor 
criminal cases. Again and again his competence has been chal¬ 
lenged, but the holder of the office has always most jealously 
and zealously protected his rights. 

Thus, when, in 1907, a pro jet de loi concerning accidents at 
work was under consideration in the States of Guernsey, the 
legal draftsmen inserted clauses relating to Sark, one of which 
authorised the Seneschal and his assessors to nominate a doctor 
as arbitrator. At once the Seneschal registered a vigorous 
protest. 

The Court of Sark,” he pronounced, “ is composed only of 
the Seneschal by virtue of the Order in Council of 19th May, 
1675, with the same powers as were granted to the five Jurats 
established by the Order in Council of 24th April, 1583; those 
wrongly described as assessors are officers of the Crown, 
namely, the Prevdt and the Greffier . , , , ” 
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Then there was the case of John Halse who claimed from 
one Godfray the sum of £25 damages for having had him 
arrested and wrongfully detained on the 26th and 27th 
November, 1883, by virtue of a warrant signed by the Seneschal 
of Sark. Godfray included in his defence the claim that “ the 
sum demanded by the plaintiff was outside the power of the 
Court of Sark ”. The Seneschal agreed and sent the case to 
the Royal Court of Guernsey where it was heard on 26th 
August, 1884. The decision of the higher Court was entirely 
different, and the papers were returned to Sark with the verdict 
that it was within the competence of the Court of Sark to 
proceed to judgment and to the hearing of the said cause in 
the first instance, “seeing that the defendant is domiciled in 
Sark .” 

There is a right of appeal against the Seneschal’s verdict to 
the Royal Court of Guernsey. Also if a defendant honestly be¬ 
lieves that he will not obtain an impartial judgment from the 
Seneschal, because of the latter’s interest, he may enter an 
objection to being tried by the Seneschal. This objection the 
Seneschal may accept or reject. 1 

In criminal causes the Seneschal’s competence is restricted. 
He may inflict fines not exceeding £5 sterling, and imprison¬ 
ment up to a maximum of “ three times twenty-four hours 
All cases in which a verdict of guilty would carry penalties in 
excess of these must be remitted to the Royal Court of 
Guernsey. 

The procedure by which the Seneschal’s Court is called upon 
to sit is very simple. At the request of the plaintiff the Prevot 
issues a summons, but the Seneschal chooses his own time for 
the session and even the place where he will sit. 

It is important to note that the Seigneur himself must sub¬ 
mit to the judicial authority of the Seneschal hi civil matters. 
Several cases in which the Seigneur was involved either as 


1 See the cobo of Seichan v. Baker quoted by S£losse» Chapitre HI, Ub of ISIle de 
Serk. 
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plaintiff or defendant were heard by the Seneschal in the last 
century. 

Though there is no penal code or any scale of penalties be¬ 
yond those from time to time laid down by the Chief Pleas, 
there was an old tariff which was still being applied by the 
Seneschal many years ago: 


A blow with the palm without chawing blood 5 sous 

A blow with the fist without drawing blood 10 sous 

Knocking down 1 shilling 

Drawing blood 36 sous 

Spitting in the face, knocking off hat 5 sous 

Soizing by the throat with one hand 5 sous 

Seizing by the throat with two hands 10 sous 


There is no record of any Seneschal, so far as my researches 
have revealed, seeking or attempting to use Ms office for 
personal spite or gain. With the powers vested in him, from 
the first Gibaut to the present holder, the Sieur William Baker, 
the Seneschals of Sark have upheld the Law and main¬ 
tained the public peace of the Island without fear or favour. 
Step by step precedents have been created for the guidance of 
the Court, but such is the merit and wisdom of the holders of 
the office, that no offence, however novel, has made them 
falter in their administration of justice. 

Some years ago, three boys were brought before the Seneschal 
of the day accused of theft, He found them guilty and his 
sentence on two of them was that they should bo whipped by 
their fathers in the school in front of their comrades. The 
third, who was guilty in a lesser degree, he condemned to be 
wMpped by his father at home. The record adds “ lesquels dits 
peres y ont consenti ”—to which the said fathors have con¬ 
sented. 

From boy to Seigneur, all the inhabitants of Sark have 
found themselves under the protection of or subject to the 
displeasure of the Seneschal. A Seigneur strikes an inhabitant 
and jostles him with his horse and finds Mmself fined three 
livres tournois and bound over to keep the peace towards all 
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British subjects. A Tenant “ cries after ” the Seigneur and 
threatens him, and finds himself required to pay three livres 
tournois and to enter a bond of £3 for his good behaviour for 
a year, with the alternative of three days in prison. 

But it is not only as magistrate that the Seneschal exercises 
his functions. He is also President of the Chief Pleas. The 
Reform Law (1951) lays down that the Seneschal may appoint 
a deputy to perform his duties in Chief Pleas in the event of 
his absence; but if the deputy is also absent or unwilling to 
preside, the members may elect one of their number as Presi¬ 
dent for that sitting only. Thus it is that all the laws 
and regulations passed by Chief Pleas and registered at the 
Q-reffe contain the phrase “par devant le S&i6ehal ou son 
depute.” 

But it must not be thought that a man of such power and 
influence can set himself up as a dictator. The members of 
Chief Pleas have proved well able to curb any signs of authori¬ 
tarian leanings in their Seneschal, and to " persuade ” him to 
accede to the wishes of the majority in such matters where 
they know that they are within their rights. 

In 1811, a tavern-keeper, Philippe Hamon, was elected Con¬ 
stable. In the view of the then Seneschal, the occupation of 
tavern-keeper was not compatible with this office, and he re¬ 
fused to administer the oath to Hamon. The inhabitants there¬ 
fore called a meeting at which they decided to nominate a 
Procureur to summon the Seneschal and require him, under the 
law, to submit to their will. Such a thing had never happened 
before, and the Island seethed with excitement. But the case 
was never called, for the Seneschal wisely gave way, and a 
few months later admitted Hamon to the office to which he 
had been elected. 

Besides these two roles of magistrate and influential and 
indispensable President of Chief Pleas, the Seneschal is also the 
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chief administrator of the Island. He is President of the Douz- 
aine, a committee of twelve elected by Chief Pleas, from the 
members of that body. 

The office of Seneschal, it will be appreciated, thus requires 
a man of wisdom and tact, supreme integrity and impartiality. 
It cannot be an easy role to fulfil. Generally a Tenant, he lives 
and works among the people who may be brought before him 
as breakers of the peace, or who may come before him to decide 
a civil cause, the people whom he protects from attack from 
any quarter, on whose purses he levies taxes. It does not seem 
possible to me to pay an adequate tribute to Pierre Gibaut and 
his successors, of whom the present Seneschal, the Sieur 
William Baker, the Tenant of La Collenette and La 

Donnellerie, is so worthy a member. 1 


1 The Rolls of Seigneura, Seneschals, and Greffiers are to be found at Appendices 
IS and 19. 
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THE PREVOT AND THE GREFFIER 

The Seneschal is assisted both in his judicial and administrative 
capacity by the Prevot, who acts as Sergeant, and by the 
Greffier, the Registrar, who acts as Clerk of the Court. Both 
these officers are elected by the Seigneur with the approval of 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Guernsey, and once they are sworn 
by the Seneschal, they cannot be removed except with consent 
of the Lieutenant-Governor, or by direction of the Crown, 
though they may resign their appointments at any time. 

The Prevot is the equivalent of the Sheriff and is the officer 
responsible for seeing that any arrest, which the Seneschal's 
Court may order, is carried out. It is he who calls upon the 
Seneschal to hold his Court both in civil and criminal causes; 
and once sentence has been pronounced it is his responsibility 
to see that it is carried out. 

If it is necessary to keep an arrested man in custody until the 
Seneschal can hold his Court, or if a sentence of imprisonment 
is inflicted, the Prevfit makes the order. Should a prisoner 
have committed a crime which carries penalties outside the 
competence of the Seneschal, and he has to be taken before the 
Royal Court in Guernsey, the Prevfit must accompany him 
and see that he appears before that Court. 

In collaboration with the Constable, the Prevot inspects and 
fixes the sale-price of all liquors imported into the Island. He 
also tastes locally brewed cider which is to he offered for 
public sale, in order to see that it is not watered. 1 

He need not be a Tenant. The present holder of the office, 
Mr, Philip Guille, is not. But if he were he would have no vote 
in the Chief Pleas (where ho also assists the Seneschal), by 
virtue of Ms office, but only by virtue of his Tenancy. 


1 See S&oase, L*Ue de Serb, Chapitre IB(2)» 
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The Greffier is responsible for maintaining the record of all 
the public transactions of the Island, and the registering of all 
laws, ordinances and contracts of the sale and transfer of 
properties. He assists the Seneschal as Clerk of the Court and 
also in the Chief Pleas. Like the Prevot, he has no vote in 
Chief Pleas by virtue of his office, but only by virtue of his 
Tenancy, if he is a Tenant. 

In practice, he is the expert on Island law, though in this he 
is nearly always equalled by the Seneschal. It would however, 
be difficult to find his equal in knowledge of the contracts, both 
past and present, which are transcribed in his registers. 
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THE CONSTABLE 

The Constable is appointed by Chief Pleas for a period of one 
year. He is assisted by the Vingtenier, who is also elected by 
Chief Pleas for a year, which is, in fact, a period of apprentice- 
ship, for when the Constable relinquishes his office, the Ving- 
tenier invariably succeeds him. Both sit in the Chief Pleas, 
but have no votes by virtue of their offices. They may not re¬ 
sign during their terms of office. 

Their duties are many and various. They carry out arrests 
on the orders of the Prcvot, and act as gaolers. The Constable 
acts as Public Prosecutor, but once sentence has been pro¬ 
nounced his responsibilities end. Together they carry out the 
duties of Road Engineers, Sanitary Inspectors, School Attend¬ 
ance Officers, Superintendents of Works and Policemen. 

Besides the Chief Pleas there is also a Douzaine, or Parochial 
Council, which controls all the needs of the Island. The Con¬ 
stable attends all meetings of the Douzaine, of which the 
Seneschal is President. The Douzaine consists of twelve 
members who are elected by Chief Pleas at the Michaelmas 
Meeting. Two members retire each year, but are eligible for 
re-election. The Constable and an official known as the 
Procurcur des Pauvres keep the accounts of the Douzaine, 
which must be presented to Chief Pleas at their Easter and 
Michaelmas sittings. 

The Constable and the Yingtenier are also responsible for 
collecting the taxes ordered by Chief Pleas. These taxes are 
used to sustain the poor, the Collector acting as the Constable’s 
agent in this. There is no income-tax in Sark but a rate is 
levied on property at so many quarters, each quarter, which 
used to be measured in wheat, may now be a sterling payment. 
The Seigneurial Rentes may still be paid in wheat by the 
Tenants, or may be converted to a money payment, and one 
cabot de froment now equals four shillings. 
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All the natives of Sark and strangers who have lived in 
the Island for six months during fifteen consecutive months 
are also liable to the rate. It is levied not only on the 
value of the property in which the tax-payer resides, but also 
on his apparent worth, which is assessed in a somewhat arbi¬ 
trary way, the method employed having been the cause of some 
discussion recently. 

Perhaps of all the Island’s officers, the Constable and Ving- 
tenier have the least enviable roles. 
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THE CHIEF PLEAS 

In our opening chapter we saw the Chief Pleas at work. It 
is necessary, however, to consider in slightly more detail their 
composition and functions. 

The first Court of Chief Pleas was held on 5th November, 
1579, and the old record describes the proceedings thus: 

The Chief Pleas held in the Island of Sark in the presenco of 
Monsieur Philippe de Carteret, having the government of the said 
island under his father, before the Bailiff, being present Julian de* 
Carteret, Colins Crislin, Eichard Poindostre, Jasques Dolbey, Jehannot 
Hotton, Baulin Vaudin, Guillaume Chevalier, Pierre Le Brocq and 
Clement Haccoill, Jurats, on the fifth of November in the year one 
thousand five hundred and sovonty-nine. 

It is ordered by Justice that everyone must ring his pigs so that 
they may do no damage whatsoever, and if anyone after having been 
sufficiently warned that his beasts have done damage and they be not 
ringed for a second time ho shall pay for each beast a fine of six 
shillings in silvor to bo collected forthwith by the Sergeant. 

It will be seen that this Chief Pleas was really the equivalent 
of the Royal Court in Guernsey, that is to say, it was composed 
of the Bailiff and Jurats, and sat in the presence of the Seigneur 
or his Attorney. The Tenants at this time served merely as an 
electoral college who appointed the officers and jurats. 

The Chief Pleas existed in this form until the new consti¬ 
tution was laid down by the Order in Council of 1675. Prom 
this date until 1951 they were constituted, according to SSlosse, 
of the Seneschal, Pr&vdt, Grefiier, the Tenants, the Seigneur, 
the Constable and Vingtenier, Thus the Tenants have a direct 
voice in the administration of the affairs of the Island. In 1922, 
twelve Deputies of the People were added. By the 1951 Re¬ 
form Law, the composition of Chief Pleas is the Seigneur, the 
Seneschal, the Tenants and 12 Deputies. 

It has happened that one may be the Tenant of more than 
one property. It is so to-day. The Seneschal, for example, is 
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the Tenant of La Collenette and La Donellerie, and Sieur 
Herbert Baker is Tenant of La Moignerie and Petit Dixcart. 
This plurality of holding nevertheless entitles the owners to 
one vote only. 

The Seigneur must be present at the Court of Chief Pleas, 
and if he is prevented from attending in person, he must 
appoint a representative. This also applies to the Seneschal, 
though if he has not appointed a deputy, as we have seen, Chief 
Pleas may appoint one of their number to act for him. Unless 
the Seigneur and the Seneschal or their duly appointed repre¬ 
sentatives are present any proceedings by Chief Pleas are null 
and void. 

The Seigneur, who may vote only in his own right as a 
Tenant, has, however, one very important right, vis-a-vis the 
decisions of the Chief Pleas—the veto. It says much for the 
administrators that the Seigneurial veto has rarely been used. 

The Seneschal who votes by virtue of his Tenancy, also has 
a casting vote hy virtue of his office. 

The Tenants must attend all meetings of Chief Pleas unless 
prevented from doing so by illness or some other equally serious 
circumstance. By the Reform (Sark) Law of 1951, the Tenant 
prevented from attending may appoint a proxy, who must not 
already be a member of Chief Pleas, provided he lodges an 
instrument in writing at the Grefire of his intention. The proxy 
has all the rights in Chief Pleas of his appointor for that one 
sitting. 

It would seem that this was not always the case, and that 
certain abuses arose as a result, for we find in the records that 
on 13th April, 1825, the Chief Pleas introduced the following 
ordinance: 

Since many of the Tenants give their proxies to ono person alone 
to answer for them in the Chief Pleas to tho groat prejudice of tho 
other Tenants, it has been ordered that any Tenant answering for 
himself at Chief Pleas shall not answer for any other Tenant. 
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And that any inhabitant who is not a Tenant cannot be proxy and 

answer for more than one Tenant. 

Early in the present century it was thought necessary to 
modify and revise the Constitution in such a way that it would 
comply with the modern trend of events in so far as they 
touched Sark. So on 20th June, 1922, King George V signed 
Orders in Council which amended the Sark Constitution. This 
has now been superseded by the Reform (Sark) Law, 1951, 
already quoted. 

The chief amendment of the 1922 Constitution made pro¬ 
vision for twelve Deputies of the People to be elected 
to sit in Chief Pleas in addition to the Seigneur, Seneschal, 
other officers and Tenants. These Deputies were to be 
inhabitants of the Island other than Tenants, chosen by 
their peers, and were to sit for a term of three years. 
The franchise was given to all inhabitants save the 
Tenants, who, being male, had reached the age of twenty years, 
or, being female were thirty, or being twenty were liable to 
contribute to the direct tax, provided they were British sub¬ 
jects, had resided in the Island for at least twelve months and 
were not subject to any legal disability. 

The Tenants were to have one vote only, as before, and this 
could be exercised only when present in person. The veto of 
the Seigneur remained, but Chief Pleas could appeal against 
it to the Royal Court in Guernsey. The Treasurer, at the 
direction of Chief Pleas at the Michaelmas sitting, was to pre¬ 
pare an Estimate of expenditure and of revenue to be received 
the following year. As previously, the consent of the Sovereign 
in Council was required for any taxation proposed by Chief 
Pleas. 

The Seneschal was to be appointed by the Seigneur for a 
term of three years, but was eligible for re-appointment. He 
was not to be removed during his term of office except at his 
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own request or by the direction of the Crown. The Prevot, 
Greffier and Treasurer, onee appointed by the Seigneur with 
the approval of the Lieutenant-Governor of Guernsey and 
sworn in before the Seneschal, could only bo removed with 
the consent of the Lieutenant-Governor or by the direction of 
the Crown. 

Another important amendment was: “Any officer may be 
paid from the revenue of the Island such salaries as may, from, 
time to time, be approved by the Crown.” Hitherto the posts 
had been honorary. 

The lively meeting of Chief Pleas which we have described 
in the first chapter was by no means extraordinary. Through¬ 
out their long history, the sessions have always been held in a 
similar atmosphere, and the Seneschal has been required to 
keep a firm hand on the proceedings. Thus on 21st May, 1817, 
we find in the record: “ Thomas CarrS junior of Plaisance is 
fined twenty sous for continuing to talk after the Seneschal 
had called for silence.” 

The Minutes of the Chief Pleas and the record of the Sones- 
chaPs Court are invaluable documents for the study of the 
Island's history. From them one may gather information, not 
only of the day to day events which happened in the lives of 
the inhabitants, but the colourful background against which 
the people of Sark lived, and the care with which they directed 
their affairs. 

At the Chief Pleas of 18th January, 1748, for example, we 
find them laying down the measurements of the roads with 
meticulous care. 

"The main roads from Lo Creux to the corner of the Olos Bonois 
le Ottos to the cemetery must be 24 feet wide, and from the east 
corner to the cemetery corner three feci less according to the bound¬ 
aries there; and from the said corner to La Couple du Petit Sark, 
eighteen feet, and the main road going to L’Eperquerie must be 24 
feet as far as the boundaries between the land of Nicolas-Gruille and 
the land of Jean Yibert and from the said boundaries to L'Eporquerio 
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harbour 12 feet, and seeing that the said roads have not their former 
■width in, some places, it has been, found good that the said roads shall 
remain as they are for the time being, until the ditches and adjoining 
banks are repaired, and then they will be widened in order to return 
them gradually to their original and former widths, and it is strictly 
forbidden for anyone to repair any ditches or banks adjoining the 
said roads without consultation with the Seigneur and Justice on pain 
of a summary fine." 

In October 1789, the Seigneur consented to the inhabitants 
making a cart-road down to L’Eperquerie harbour. Such a 
road, however, entailed breaching one of the defence walls, so 
the Seigneur made the condition that a pillar should be set 
up on either side of the breach, to prevent the wall from falling 
down, and so that, if the Island should be attacked in time of 
war, the breach could at once be filled in. 

The following lifts a corner of the veil on a side-line of the 
Islanders, perhaps ? In the Minutes for 4th October, 1826, we 
read: “ On the representation of the Seigneur to the Tenants 
that the Finance Committee of the States of Guernsey had 
been informed that the ships of this Island would not fetch 
liquor from Cherbourg in France in order to deprive the said 
States of their right to duty, and that it was certain that no 
boat whatsoever from the Island had done so, however, in order 
to safeguard against such an attempt and to bear witness to 
the said States of the intention of the Chief Pleas of this 
Island towards them according to their bounty and merit, it 
has been ordered that if any ship whatsoever of this Island 
carrying spirituous liquor except for provisioning of the said 
ship, to bring it to this Island otherwise than to Guernsey, the 
said ship and cargo with all its tackle will be confiscated and 
the proceeds divided equally between the informant and the 
poor.” 

It would seem that the men of Sark like talking and are 
difficult to silence, for besides Thomas Carre junior being fined 
for continuing to talk in Chief Pleas after the Seneschal had 
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called for silence, on 29th. April, 1818, Seneschal John Falle 
fined Pierre Hamon, of Little Sark, the son of Samuel, three 
livres tournois for the benefit of the poor, u for coming drunk 
to the Court and interrupting M. le Seneschal while he was 
sitting and comporting himself in a very insurbordinate man¬ 
ner and for lacking in respect towards the said Court, and not 
having remained silent when ordered to be so several times 
by M. le Seneschal.” 

We have mentioned earlier the discussion to which the 
method of assessing a man’s worth has given rise in recent 
times. Over a hundred years ago the same difficulties faced 
the Sark men, and not all would accept their assessments. 

On 3rd December, 1824, the Constable, Jean Philippe Hamon, 
and the Vingtenier, William de Carteret, brought Jean Hamon, 
the son of Jean of Little Sark, before the Seneschal for refus¬ 
ing to pay his taxes amounting to 106 cabots at 5 doubles per 
cabot, that is, 4/6d., together with 2/-d. levied on the authority 
of the Chief Pleas of 1st October, 1823, and costs, after the de¬ 
fendant had sworn that his possessions were wrongly valued 
and assessed. He offered to pay 86 cabots, believing that to 
be the true assessment on his possessions after he had paid 
rente to the Seigneur. 

Often, too, there were rifts in the lute which led to threats 
of violence and the Seneschal’s Court. On 24th October, 1818, 
Jean Hamon, son of Jean, complained that Pierre Ilamon, son 
of Samuel of Little Sark, had abused and insulted him, and on 
7th October had frightened him with his dog, the said Pierre 
Hamon. being naked, and threatened to strike him after sun¬ 
set, all against his honour and reputation without any cause or 
provocation on his part. He claimed heavy damages and costs, 
and the defendant, having admitted the charges, and recog¬ 
nised in him an honest man, promised security of himself, his 
family and his property, and to pay the costs. 
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Normally one would say that the Sarkman is no less law- 
abiding than citizens elsewhere. But there have been lapses. 
On 28th May, 1828, the Constable, Philippe Godfray, and the 
Vingtenier, Philippe Tanquerel arraigned the Sieur Jean 
Guille, tavern-keeper, before the Seneschal on a charge of 
serving drinks on a Sunday contrary to an Ordinance dated 
3rd October, 1823. The Seneschal would not accept the 
accused’s plea that he had not served any drinks to those per¬ 
sons whom the Constable had found on his premises. He fined 
the tavern-keeper three livres tournois for each person found 
there, and awarded costs to the Constable. 
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THE LORDSHIP CHANGES HANDS 

The de Carterets are no longer the Seigneurs of Sark, In 1715, 
Sir Charles, who was also Seigneur of St. Ouen and Bailiff 
of Jersey, found himself in financial difficulties and obtained 
permission from the Crown to dispose of his Seigneury of 
Sark. Before he could do so, however, he died, but his heir, 
Jean, who inherited the debts, continued with his predecessor’s 
plans. 

Sir Charles de Carteret, who had been born in 1679, and 
baptized at St. Margaret’s, Westminster, on 4th June of that 
year, with the Duke of Monmouth and King Charles II as his 
sponsors, had the strange experience of being knighted at the 
age of eight, by his Royal Godfather, on 25th October, 1687. 
He was subsequently appointed a Gentleman of the Privy 
Chamber, and at his death was buried in Westminster Abbey. 

Between him and Helier, the first Seigneur, four illustrious 
de Carteret’s, all named Philippe, had been Lords of Sark. The 
descent had come from father to son, and covered a period of 
one hundred and thirty-three years. Sir Charles had never 
married, and Jean, his kinsman, who was later to become 
Baron of Hawnes and 1st Earl of Granville, while retaining the 
Seigneury of St. Ouen, disposed of Sark to Colonel Jean John¬ 
son, who died apparently without issue, for in 1721 the 
Seigneurial rights were again sold, this time to James Milner, 
who paid £5,000 for it. 

Milner died in 1730, and his executor, Joseph Wilcock, 
Bishop of Gloucester, sold the Seigneury to Dame Susanne Le 
Pelley, alias Le Gros. 1 Dame Le Pelley founded a line of 
Seigneurs, who, eight in number, were to span a hundred and 
twenty years. She was succeeded by her son Nicolas, who was 
followed by his brother Daniel. The descent then went three 


1 For the contract of this sale, >vhich is an interesting one, see Appendix 20. 
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times from father to son, until in 1849, Ernest Le Pelley suc¬ 
ceeded his brother Peter. It was Ernest’s son, Peter Careye Le 
Pelley, who, in 1853, sold the Seigneury to the present Dame’s 
great-grandmother. 1 

Dame Marie Collings was succeeded by her son, the 
Keverend W. T. Collings, who was in turn followed by his son, 
William P. Collings. The latter died in 1927, and was suc¬ 
ceeded by his daughter, the present Dame of Sark, Mrs. S. M. 
Hathaway, O.B.E. 


i The Order in Council permitting the sate and the Contract are found at Appendices 
21 and 22. 
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THE DE CARTERETS OP SARK 

So much of the history of Sark is bound up with the name of 
de Carteret that no record of the Island could be complete 
without mention of this noble and ancient Channel Islands 
family. 

When Helier de Carteret, Seigneur of St. Ouen, undertook 
the colonisation of Sark, he brought with him, as we have seen, 
several other de Carterets to help him in the difficult task which 
faced him. The most notable of these were Edouard, Hiou and 
Julian, all relatives of Helier, who all married and had chil¬ 
dren. These children remained in Sark and the de Carterets at 
present living in the Island are the descendants of these three 
original colonists. Helier’s own descendants remained in the 
Island only as Seigneurs. 

The genealogical information which follows, I have compiled 
from authentic records. It has been possible to trace the 
ancestry of Edouard and Hiou de Carteret, but I have unfortu¬ 
nately not yet been able to discover the parents of Julian. 

The de Carteret family had had its roots in the Channel 
Islands for at least a thousand years. As the majority of its 
members remained in the Islands it is possible to give the 
pedigree with reasonable accuracy. The Armorial of Jersey 
provides much information. 

The original de Carteret in Jersey was Guy, surnamed 
L’Oiseleur, the Fowler. Lord of the Manor of Carteret and of 
Anneville in Normandy, he landed at St. Ouen in Jersey about 
the year 950 A.D. Jersey at that time was almost uninhabited, 
so Guy annexed that part of the Island to his French posses¬ 
sions. The present Manor of St. Ouen has seen many changes 
during the course of the centuries, but it has been established 
that some parts of it existed in 1135. 

Guy the Fowler may have been a Frank, but it is more 
probable that he was a Norman, for most of the French had 
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been driven out of the Cotentin peninsular by the invader from 
the north, who made continual, savage raids on the coasts 
from 837 AD. onwards. In 876 Rollo the Scandinavian, who, 
Snorro Sturleson tells us, was the son of Ragnar, Earl of More, 
was their leader. 

Various accounts of the depredations of the Norsemen are 
given by the historians. The following short description is 
probably as near the truth as any. 

In early times Norway and Denmark are said to have been 
over-populated. They furnished what has been described as the 
Northern Hive, swarms from which came south and settled in 
Britain, Gaul and other parts of Europe. 

Rollo was a Norwegian chieftain, who had had some dif¬ 
ference of opinion with the King of Denmark. He sailed south 
with a large fleet and landing at the mouth of the River Seine, 
captured Rouen. Franco, Archbishop of Rouen, hearing of the 
carnage and destruction caused to the country by the invader, 
sent proposals of peace to Rollo. He proposed that the Norse¬ 
men should be given most of the peninsular of Cotentin with 
about two hundred miles of coastline. Rollo and his heirs were 
to hold it forever as a Fief of the Crown of France. 

If he promised to embrace Christianity, Rollo was to be 
granted the title of Duke, and to cement the bargain, Charles 
the Simple, King of France, promised him the hand of his 
daughter Gilla in marriage. Rollo accepted the terms and 
ordered all his followers to be baptised. 

The arrangement turned out very well for France, for Rollo* 
was a good and just man, as well as a fearless warrior. In a 
comparatively short time he had turned his new Dukedom of 
Normandy into a prosperous province. It was he who origina¬ 
ted the famous Clameur de Haro, about which we shall be 
hearing in greater detail shortly, so that any of his subjects 
who believed themselves to be wronged could apply directly 
to him for redress. 

From Rollo to the Norman Conquest of England, there were 
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seven Dukes of Normandy: Rollo, who took the name of 
Robert at his baptism, William Longsword, who succeeded in 
926, Richard Sans Peur, who succeeded in 943, Richard the 
Good, who followed in 996, Richard, who was unmarried and 
was succeeded by his brother Robert the Magnificent in 1028, 
who in turn was followed by William the Conqueror in 1035. 

William the Conqueror, known also as William the Bastard, 
was Robert's son by Darlet, the daughter of a tanner who 
lived in a cottage adjoining the Castle at Fallaise. The 
Castle was badly damaged by Allied bombardment in 1944, 
but the famous Round Tower, with its several stories and 
narrow staircases as protection against attack, and its central 
well, is intact; and in another part of the Castle one may visit 
the living-room overlooking Darlet’s cottage where William is 
said to have been born. In the chapel of the Castle there is a 
metal plaque bearing the names of all the knights who ac¬ 
companied William to England in 1066. Among them are two 
de Carterets, Onfray and Maugicr. 

The Channel Islands formed part of the Duchy of Normandy 
in those days, and came under the control of the Dukes. It 
was natural, therefore, that when William set out on his con¬ 
quest of England two grandsons of Guy the Fowler should 
go with him. Both Onfray and Maugier took part in the 
Battle of Hastings. Maugier was knighted after the battle 
and according to Domesday Book was granted estates in 
Somerset as a reward for his services. Onfray returned to 
Jersey and succeeded his father as Seigneur of St. Ouen. It 
5s from him that our first Helier is descended. Onfray's son, 
Renaud, who later followed his father as Seigneur of St. Ouen, 
accompanied Geoffroi de Bouillon on the First Crusade and 
was present at the capture of Jerusalem in 1099. 

When William became King of England he retained also his 
Dukedom of Normandy. On his death, however, while a 
younger son succeeded to the Crown of England as William II 
(William Rufus) his eldest son Robert succeeded to the 
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Dukedom. But when William Rufus was succeeded by his 
brother Henry I, Henry quarrelled with Duke Robert, marched 
against him and defeated him, and once again the Duchy was 
united with the Crown of England. Then, when John lost the 
Duchy in battle and Henry III formally surrendered it in 
1259, the Dukedom was lost to the English Crown for ever. 

The Channel Islands, however, seceded from the Duchy and 
remained under the English Crown. The Islands, therefore, 
were never conquered by the English. In fact, they have 
always resisted successfully all attempted invasions, until the 
Hitlerite occupation of the Second World War, and as far as 
we are concerned, the King of England will always be our 
Duke. 

The pedigree of the Manorial Branch of the de Cavtercts 
up to Helier, is as follows:— 

Guy de Carteret, surnamed L’Oiseleur (the Fowler) 

950 A.D. 

William, Lord Je Carteret, 1004 
Godfrey, Lord de CaTteret 
Onfrey, Lori de Carteret 

(who fought at Hastings with his brother Maugier) 

Sir Reginald (Renaud) de Carteret, Et. 

(Seigneur of Carteret and St. Ouen) 

1125 

married Lucia 

Sir Philippe de Carteret, Et. (Seigneur of Carteret and St. Ouen) 

1135 

married Kicholaa 

Sir Reginald de Carteret, Et. (Seigneur of Carteret and St. Ouen) 

1156 

Sir Reginald de Cartexet, Et. (SelgneuT of Carteret and St. Ouen) 
e ' 1203 
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Sir Philipp© de Carteret, Kt. (Seigneur of St. Ouen) 
1230 

Sir Philippe de Carteret, Kt. 

(Seigneur of St. Ouen) 

married Margaret, niece and heir of Philippe d*Albini 

Sir Philippe de Carteret, Kt, (Seigneur of St. Ouen) 

Sir Reginald de Carteret, tt. (Seigneur of St. Ouen) 
married Genette de Gueripel 
died 1349 

I 

Sir Philippe de Carteret, Kt. (Seigneur of St. Ouen) 
died 1351/2 

succeeded by his brother 

Sir Reginald do Carteret, Kt. (Seigneur of St. Ouen) 
died 1381 


Sir Reginald de Carteret, Kt. (Seigneur of St. Ouen and Longueville) 
Bailiff of Jersey 1446 

Sir Philippe de Carteret, Kt, (Seigneur of St. Ouen 1460) 
married the daughter and heir of Sir William Newton, 

Kt., of the County of Gloucester 

Philippe de Carteret 

married Penna, daughter of Perrin© de Caux of 
Nonnandy 

Philippe de Carteret (Seigneur of St. Ouen) 
heir to his grandfather; died August, 1500; married 
Margaret, daughter and heir of Admiral Richard Harle- 
ston, Governor of Jersey 

Sir Edward de Carteret, Kt. 

(Seigneur of St. Ouen) 

died September, 1533, aged 50; married MaTy, only 
daughter and heir of Simon Sarre 

Helier do Carteret 
(Seigneur of St. Ouen and Sark) 
born 1532, died 1582; married, 1551, Margaret, widow of 
Clement Dumaresq, Seigneur of Samares, and only 
daughter of Helier de Carteret, Bailiff of Jersey 
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There is a possibility of some confusion unless it is realised 
that there were two Heliers alive at the same time. One was 
the son of Sir Edward, and it was he who became Seigneur of 
St. Ouen and first Seigneur of Sark. The other was this Helier's 
father-in-law, a younger brother of his father. He became 
Bailiff of Jersey and died aged 81, while visiting London on 
business on 19th February, 1561, and was buried at St. John's 
Church, Clerkenwell. 

Bailiff Helier had also had a son before marriage. This was 
Edward, whom his father adopted at birth, and who became 
first Bailiff of Sark. He had a varied career in Jersey. In 
1549 he was elected Constable of the Parish of St. John's, and 
ten years later Procureur of the Tr4sor of the same parish. 
In 1551 he was appointed Solicitor-General and ten years later 
still, he attained the elevated position of Her Majesty's 
Attorney-General in Jersey. He married his first cousin, 
Marguerite dc Carteret, widow of Michel Sarre and daughter 
of the Bailiff's brother, Edward de Carteret, Seigneur of St. 
Ouen. He left two sons, William, who became an Advocate of 
the Royal Court of Jersey; and Jean, who accompanied his 
father to Sark and settled there. 

Edward's father, Helier de Carteret, the Bailiff, was a great 
friend of the Duke of Norfolk and Sir William Compton. He 
must have been an outstanding marksman for we are told that 
he attracted the attention of King Henry VIII by his skill with 
the cross-bow and the arquebus, the modern weapons of the 
day. The King was so pleased with an arquebus invented by 
Helier, that he appointed him Sewer of the Chamber in the 
Royal Household. (A Sewer arranged the seating of the 
guests.) We cannot suppose that Helier realised what he was 
starting when he invented his weapon, which was a forerunner 
of the Sten, since it could fire five bullets without reloading. 

TIiou de Carteret, one of the three de Carterets who accom- 
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panicd our Ilelier to Sark, was the son of Jean de Carteret, 
Lieutenant Bailiff of Jersey, and Catherine du Port, daughter 
of Nicholas. His grandfather, Jean, was a son of Sir Philippe 
de Carteret and Margaret Harliston, who altogether had 
twenty children. 

Hiou married Thomasse Gaignopain, who died, a widow, on 
5th February, 1638, after presenting her husband with three 
sons and three daughters; Rachel, born in 1588, dean in 1590, 
Elizabeth in 1594, Marie in 1596, Elie in 1598, and Philippe, 
who married Marie Le Cerf on 28th September, 1614. 

Hiou bought the Tenancy of La Moiguerie in 1585 from 
Philippe de Carteret, the Seigneur. The farm remained in the 
possession of the family for about two hundred years. Philippe 
de Carteret, the Seneschal from 1707 to 1744, who married 
Sarah Slowley, and his son Philippe, who married Marie Careye, 
both lived there. 

The Le Couteur family lived at La Moiguerie after the de 
Carterets left, but it passed into the possession of the Baker 
family, by whom it is still owned. The present Tenant, Mr. 
Herbert W. T. Baker, is a great-great-grandson of Abraham 
Baker, who owned the farm in 1800. 

Hiou became one of the first Jurats of the Sark Royal Court. 
His son, Philippe, also attained that honour. 

Jean de Carteret, the second de Carteret in whom we are 
interested, was the son of Edward, the Bailiff of Sark. Jean, 
who I believe lived at La Yalette, married Judith Quesle, the 
daughter of Jean Quesle, on 20th August, 1575. They had 
six sons: Jean, born 25th April, 1576, and died 30th October, 
1654; Josue, born 29th December, 1588, married Susanne Vibert 
on 12th January, 1610, and was drowned on 25th Septembei’, 
1631; Lucas, who was born on 4th June, 1590, fell down the 
cliffs and was killed on 18th June, 1612; Samuel, who was born 
on 30th January, 1593, married Janne Perrier of St. Ouou, 
Jersey, daughter of Pierre; Thomas, who married Sara Le 
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Couteur on 15th December, 1608, died on 4th November, 1647; 
and Philippe, for whom no dates are recorded. Thomas was a 
man of property. He bought the Tenancy of Le Veau Rocque 
in 1617, and inherited La Tour from Pierre Le Couteur, who 
had bought it from Seigneur Philippe de Carteret on 26th 
December, 1612. 

The third de Carteret was Julian, who bought the Tenancy 
of La Forge, He became the Senior Jurat of the first Sark 
Court. On 29th October, 1570, he married Marie, the widow 
of Jean Guille, by whom he had three children, Sara, born 
on 24th November, 1571, married Elie du Maresq on 26th 
October, 1608;«Marie, born on 16th January, 1575; and 
Philippe, whose wife's name was Elizabeth, and who died on 
24th October, 1642, 
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OTHER OLD FAMILIES 

The de Carterets, of course, were not the only important family 
in Sark. Although so much of the Island’s history is concerned 
with them and their activities, there are others who also played 
prominent parts. Some of these other families were merely 
birds of passage, but some who came to live in Sark after the 
colonists developed roots in the Island and left descendants, 
so that their names are still prominent in the annals of Sark. 

Unfortunately there is no complete list of all the original 
colonists, but among the first names were Alexandre, Balleine, 
Chevalier, Cristin, Dupre, Gaudin, Guille, Hamon, Hotton, Le 
Brocq, Le Cerf, Le Couteur, Le Gros, Le Masurier, Nicolle, 
Noel, Poindestre, Vaudin and Vibert, besides the de Carterets 
and Gosselins. 

Nor is it possible to obtain any accurate list of Tenants 
for the first years, as some of the Greffe records were lost in a 
fire at the Grefiie Office some years ago. In 1675, however, the 
Tenants were: Philippe de Carteret (four Tenancies), Robert 
Slowley (two Tenancies), Susanne Le Gros, Philippe du 
Maresq, Jean Le Masurier, Thomas Le Masurier, Pierre le 
Masurier, Abraham de Carteret, Jean Guille son of Philippe, 
Philippe Le Feuvre, Tobie Le Feuvre, Philippe Dolbel, 
Philippe Guille son of Paul, Abraham Guille, Samuel de 
Carteret son of Josue (two Tenancies), Richard Poindestre, 
Philippe Le Brocq, Michel Simon, Richard Le Clerk, Philippe 
Guille son of Philippe, Jean Esnouf, Frangois Hamon, Jean 
Hamon, Edouard Guille, Thomas de Carteret, William Tan- 
querel, Nathaniel Le Feuvre, Thomas Vibert and Thomas 
Vaudin (two Tenancies), 

The forty Tenements are known as the Quarantaine. The 
present Quarantaine with the Tenants is: 

La Dame de Sercq, O.B.E. La Soignourie 

La Perronnorie 
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Sieur William Baker, M.B.E. 
Seneschal 

Monsieur Edmond Falle 
Sieur Bertram Lamb 
Sieur Marcus Konig 
SieuT Henry Parkin Bell 
Miss Sylvia Lamb 
Sieur William John Campbell 
Sieur W. J. Campbell 
Sieur Timothy Breen 
Sieur Herbert John Lewis 
Sieur John Henry 
Sieur Stephen Henry 
Sieur Albert George Falle 
Mrs. Henry George Head 
Sieur Walter James Hamon 
Sieur Charles Perree 
Sieur William John Hamon 
Sieur Herbert W. T. Baker 

Mrs. John Baker 
Sieur Raymond Cooper 
Sieur Robert de CaTtexet 
Sieur Ensor Baker 
Sieur Eugene Baker 
Sieur John Vaudin Hamon 
Sieur Patrick Picthall 
Mrs. John Philip Le Peuvre 
Sieur Philip Pratt 
Mrs. John Baker Hamon 
Sieur Edward Charles PerrSe 
Sieur John Thomson Donaldson 

Sieur George Toplis 
Sieur James BakeT 
Sieur Philip Perree 
Sieur Thomas Hincks 
Mrs, Esther Perree 
Mrs. G. Richardson-Francis 


FAMILIES 

La Coleuette 
La Donellerie 
Beau Regard 
Grand Dixcart 
La Vauroque 
La Fripponerie 
La Porge 
Cl os de Menage 
La Ville 
La Ville Roussel 
La Rade 
Aval du Creux 
Dixcart 
Bixcart 
La Ville 
La Ville 
Le Grand Fort 
Le Fort 
La Moignerie 
Petit Dixcart 
Le Carrefour 
La Rondellerie 
La Valette de Haut 
Le Port 
Le Dos d , Ane 
Le Vieux Port 
BixcaTt 
La Geneti&re 
La Tour 

La Valette de Bas 
Petit Beau Regard 
He de Maxchands 

(Brechou) 

Clos B our el 
La Moserie 
La Sablonnerie 
La Pipeterie 
Buvallerie 
L'Ecluae 


Brechou is a comparatively new Tenancy as the island was 
originally uninhabited and the seat in Chief Pleas to which 
the owner is entitled originally belonged to La Moignerie. 
La Moignerie had been purchased by Seigneur Pierre Le Pelley 
on 4th February, 1835, from Jean Le Fevre for 6,580 livres 
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tournois, and incorporated in tlie Seigneurie. The story goes 
that Jean was a blacksmith and that his banging on his anvil 
annoyed the Seigneur. The present Dame transferred the La 
Moignerie seat to Brechou in 1929 so that the new owner might 
sit in Chief Pleas. 

The Tenancy of L’Ecluse was also until recently incorporated 
in the Seigneurie which also includes the Pcrronerie, upon 
which the Seigneurie house is built. L’Ecluse had belonged to 
Martin Le Messurier, who sold it to William de Carteret on 
3rd October, 1805, for 4,200 livres tournois. De Carteret, who 
was a miner at the time, had been bom in 1779. ILc was the 
son of Samuel, son of Philippe of Little Sark, and Susanne Le 
Masurier. The contract was confirmed on 12ih March, 1823. 
■William married Elizabeth Baker, daughter of llelier Baker, 
on 21st March, 1816. Their son William, who was to become 
Seneschal, was born on 7th June, 1818. This William sold 
L’Ecluse to Seigneur the Reverend W. T. Codings on 8th 
November, 1854, for 12,600 livres tournois. 

In our consideration of prominent Sark names, there is for 
•example, that of Slowley, which has a Devon origin. 

The first Slowley to appear in Sai’k history is Robert, who, 
as we have seen, became first Judge of Sark. He was apparently 
a man of some means, for he bought the Tenancy of Grand 
Dixcart from Philippe de Carteret, the Seigneur, on 28th March, 
1589, for the sum of “ three quarters, six cabots of wheat, 
measure of the Island of Jersey in pure wheat and without 
wasto and two capons, the whole rente” The Tenancy of Beau 
* Regard also came into the possession of the family at a later 
date. 

We find several variations of the name: Slowley, Slol£, 
Slaule; but there are none bearing it in Sark to-day. Robert, 
who died in 1634 aged seventy-three, married Marie Chevalier. 
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Their eldest son Philippe married Susanne Le Gros, and 
when he was drowned on his way back from Jersey, 
his widow married Samuel de Carteret, son of Thomas, on 8th 
June, 1636. 

Philippe and Susanne had five children. Jean, the fourth 
child, who was born in 1629 and died in 1667, was a Jurat of 
the Sark Court. He married a woman called Marie, but un¬ 
fortunately there is no record that I can find of her surname. 
Their fourth child, Sara, married Philippe de Carteret, the 
Seneschal, on 31st October, 1700, and lived with him at La 
Moignerie. She died on 3rd November, 1733, aged seventy-one. 
Her niece, Marie, born in 1679, married Abraham de Carteret, 
son of that Philippe, the Greffier, and the Tenant of La Ville 
Roussel. A grandson of Jean and Marie, named Robert, com¬ 
manded the Sark Militia in 1738, and I think it is his portrait 
which hangs in the dining-room of Beau Regard. 

A family whose name is prominent in Sark to-day is the 
Carels or Carres, as they are now known. The name first ap¬ 
peared in the Island around 1640, and the first record I have 
is of Elie, whose wife’s name was Sara. They had four 
children: Sara, who died in 1667, aged seventeen; Francois, who 
was born in 1653 and died in 1727 and who married first Jane 
Amon and afterwards Susanne Ham on; Helier, born in 1656, 
who married Jeanne Pallot; and Thomas, who died in infancy. 
Some of the present family are without doubt descended from 
Elie. 

Hamon is another well-known name. They may have come 
from Jersey or France, and most of the members of this clan 
seem to be large, cheerful men of fearless aspect and honest 
countenance. They were among the original colonists, and 
concentrated their attention at first on Little Sark, for they 
owned the Tenancy of Duvall there, in the very early days. 

Though fearless of aspect, they have, from time to time, 
shown a healthy respect for their womenfolk, whom, they seem 
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to have chosen for their health and strength. One of the 
Hamons—it would be invidious to reveal his identity—was 
married to a particularly amazonian wife, who worked in the 
fields of their farm while her husband was out fishing in his 
boat and was renowned for the heavy loads she could carry. 

The husband's custom was to go out in the boat in the 
mornings so that he could work on the farm in the afternoons 
and evenings. Sometimes he had to be out at three or four 
in the morning to catch the tide, and was therefore deprived 
of his sleep. To make up for this, he acquired the habit of 
having a quiet nap in his boat after he had tied her up in 
Les Laches. 

An unfriendly neighbour heard of this and being intent on 
causing mischief, went to Betsy one morning as she was work¬ 
ing in the fields, and said to her: “I'm surprised to see you 
doing all this work, Betsy, while your man sleeps in his boat 
at Les Laches." 

As a result of the discussion which followed between husband 
and wife, old Hamon thereafter dropped anchor in Derrible, 
and took his nap there before coming in to moor his boat in 
Les Laches. 

The Yiberts or Viberds were also original colonists. Francois, 
whose daughter Susanne married Josu<3 de Carteret, son of 
Jean, on 12th January, 1610, bought various plots of land near 
L’Eperquerie des Congres on 26th December, 1612, from 
Seigneur Philippe de Carteret, as recorded in the following 
contract. This was the original La Rade farm. 

To all those who will see or hear these present Letters Philippe de 
Carteret Seigneur of the Seigneurie and Fief Haubert of St. Otien in 
tho Island of Jersey and of the Island of Sark with all and several of 
its appurtenances and dependencies under the Majesty of our Sovereign 
Lord James the First of this name King of England Scotland France 
and Ireland Defender of the Faith, Greetings. 

Be it known that on the twenty-sixth day of December in the year 
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of Grace 1612, I the said Philippe Seigneur aforesaid have leased Tented 
and let and by these presents lease rent and let to Francois Vibert in¬ 
habiting and living in this Island of Sark and to whichever of his 
daughters that it may seem good, living and remaining in the said 
Island of Sark, and thus successively from heir to heir: 

A certain piece of land lying in this Island along the Grand Chemin 
de l'Eperquerie to the west thereof and along the land of Jean Le 
Gros to the south, and in the east thereof abutting on to the land of 
Nicolas Vibert to the north thereof and abutting on the said piece of 
open land. 

Item: another piece of land lying along the aforesaid Chemin de 
l'Eperquerie in the east thereof and along the land of Jean'Le Cerf to 
the west thereof abutting on the land of Nicolas Vibert to the south 
thereof and abutting on the road which goes to the land of Jean Le 
Cerf to the north thereof: 

Item: another piece of land abutting on the Chemin de PEperquerie 
in the east thereof and along the land of Pierre le Couteur to the 
north thereof along the lands of Nicolas Vibert to the west and south 
thereof as far as the sea and along the lands of the heirs of Nicolas 
Guille to the north thereof as fax as the sea: 

Item: another piece of land lying along the said Chemin de 
l’Eperquerie in the east thereof and to the north of the road which 
goes towards the cotils bordering on the east to the north thereof and 
thus along the cotils of Nicolas Vibert to the west and north-west 
thereof as far as the sea and to the south and south-east of the Great 
Wall of L'Eperquerie towards the Nez: 

Item: another piece of land lying between the lands of Pierre Le 
Couteur and those of Pierre Le Peuvre abutting on the Grand Chemin 
de PEperquerie in the east thereof and abutting from La Fosse k 
Martin towards the east as far as the sea: 

Item: the two third parts of the property below the said Wall of 
the Eperquerie towards the Nez: 

Item: another piece of land lying between the lands of Pierre Le 
Couteur and those of Pierre Le Feuvre abutting on the Chemin de 
PEperquerie in the east thereof and abutting on the land of Robin Le 
Brocq to the west thereof: 

Item: another piece of land in cotils lying under the Grand Fort 
between the cotils of Pierre Le Feuvre and those of the heirs of Jean 
Rogier and below the land of Pierre Le Couteur from the top of the 
cotils as far as tho sea: 

All the said pieces of land such as they are and as they purport. 
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The said lease and letting made for the annual payment on St. 
MichaePs Day the last day but one of September to me the said 
Seigneur and my heirs Seigneurs possessors of the said Seigneurie of 
St. Ouen and of the Island of Sark of seventeen cabots two sixtonniers 
of wheat in pure wheat without waste measure of the said Island of 
Sark, threo livres tournois and a capon all rente . 

And it is agreed and conditional that tho said lands will remain un¬ 
divided from time to time to the same Frangois Vibert to his said 
daughter and to whosoever of his nearer heirs capable of succeeding 
him as above and thus successively from heir to heir, without his other 
heirs or others whosoever being able to claim or demand title and 
right of division or escheat of any part or portion whatsoever. 

And it is agreed that if bofoTO the death and decease of the said 
Frangois Vibert his part of the succession stands bettor than that of 
his sisters, then the surplus, either in possessions or requitable rente 
shall be given to the said sisters. 

And the said Frangois or his heirs or successors shall not bo .able to 
sell lease or dispose of the said land or any parcel thoreof without 
the Congo and express licence of the said Seigneur nor to levy any rente 
or rentes thereon outside the said Island. 

And the said Frangois and his heirs undertake to pay the above- 
mentioned rentes on the day fixed aforesaid and likewise to fulfil all 
and several the conditions above set out and specified point by point. 

In witness whereof and of all and soveral the things as above, I, 
the said Seigneur and for my heirs Seigneurs as said, promise and 
undertake to hold this present lease and letting as firm and valid for 
ever save reserving all Seigneurial rights and duties. 

In witness of which things I have signed those presents with my 
sign manual and sealed with the seal of ray arms the yonr and date 
aforesaid. 

And it is agreed that the Baid Frangois and his heirs may cultivate 
their part of the said land above the Wall of the Fperquorio. 1 

Winter Vibert, a man of ginger countenance, is well-known 
as the man who runs the M.B. Sheila with Jim Baker. 

There were nine children born to Josu6 and Susanne de 
Carteret, but Josue only lived until he was forty-three, for it 
is recorded that he was drowned on 25th September, 1633, and 
that his widow, who died on 5th October, 1660, subsequently 


1 The original is at Appendix 23. 
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married Jean Perrier, son ol Richard, a Jerseyman, on 7th 
March, 1637. 

Josue’s death by drowning was part of a great tragedy which 
overtook the thriving little community, for fourteen others also 
lost their lives with him. The party had been visiting Jersey 
and as they were returning their boat sank. The other victims 
were all holders of good old Sark names. Some of the bodies 
were recovered and buried at Carteret on the Normandy coast. 

Jean Perrier was the Tenant of Dos d’Ane, which he bought 
from Jean Le Gros on 19th June, 1626, for “ five Crowns, six ty 
sous tournois to the Crown, the ‘ thirteenth ’ not included and 
two quarters of wheat in pure wheat and without waste, 
measure of the Island of Sark." The Dos d’Ane was the 
Tenancy which, as we have seen in a previous chapter, was 
illegally divided at Jean's death by his two daughters. Jean's 
sister Jeanne married Josue de Carteret’s brother Lucas on 
5th April, 1611. Lucas was also short-lived. He fell down the 
cliff and was killed on 18th June, 1612. 

Another of the original families who still have descendants 
living in the Island are the Guilles. One of the earliest records 
1 have of this family is of Nicolas Guille, who must have been 
the first Tenant of Dos d’Ane, since he sold the property to 
Elio Vaudin, another original Tenant, on 24th January, 1596. 

Another old Sark family is the Le Feuvres. They have been 
for many years, and still are, the Tenants of La Ville Roussel. 

The Tanqucrels were also an important old Sark family. 
One of the last of this name was Lydia, who married Abraham 
Baker, of La Moignerie. The surname is no longer known in 
Sark, but is preserved among the names of Lydia’s grandson, 
Herbert William Tanquerel Baker, the present Tenant of La 
Moignerie, and a member of another well-known Sark family. 
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WHERE TIME STANDS STILL 

Visitors to Sark in these mid-twentieth century days will find 
a number of modern houses—and a number of disfiguring 
bungalows and shacks—electricity, the telephone and flushing 
lavatories. But these, together with one or two tractors, the 
only powered vehicles allowed on the Island, and simple con¬ 
cessions to modern styles in dress, are almost the only signs 
of the march of so-called progress. Sark is indeed an Island 
where Time has not only seemed to stand still through the 
centuries past, but is doing so even now. 

This gives the Island and its people qualities which the dis¬ 
cerning can appreciate in these mad, whirling, nuclear- 
fissionistic days. For here is peace, so deep and still; a leisure 
about which we have heard but which, because we have never 
been able to find it, we have come to regard as a curiosity. 
Peace and leisure are the two chief conditions pre-requisite 
for the existence of happiness, that true, profound happiness 
which is derived only from pondering on life, and the time in 
which to ponder. 

Sark, it would seem, has always had these qualities, for in 
1673 a visitor was writing to a friend: 

" Our Air considering the narrowness of the place, and how His en¬ 
compassed with the Ocean Is much bettor than can bo expected, our 
Heaven serene, and our Sky generally free from, that nasty dish-clout 
of Fogs and Clouds which in your Marishes (marshes) and City too 
often are wont to muffle up the Sun ; s glorious face. In brief His so 
agreeable to nature, That although I know not one Physitian in the 
Island (and perhaps we live tho longer for their absence) yet to meet 
here a hearty old man of four-score is nothing rare or infrequent. 

a Our Water I confess is sometimos not very ready, and yet we have 
in the Island no less than six very fine springs generally running, 
Whose water purified in its under-ground passage, and by being drawn 
so high through Nature's Limbeck, Bubbles up so free from any smack 
of Brackishness that it may compare with your Lambs-Conduit, and 
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for aught I know is no less miraculous for curing sore Eyes than 
Crowders well. 

(t Our Earth or Soil Is for the most part hot and sandy yet fruitful 
enough to afford all necessaries to its Inhabitants, excellent for bearing 
all kinds of Roots, As Parsnops, Garrets; Turneps, etc. And very well 
stored with fruit-trees (for the most part planted of late by the good 
Husbandry of the people) Furnishing us with Syder not at all in- 
feriour to your Herefordshire Redstreak, and to render it the more 
wholesome *tis generally boyled with a little spice, which preserves it 
and gives it an incomparable Rellishj Com we have of most sorts, 
but not in any extraordinary quantity, our pasture is but short yet ex¬ 
ceeding sweet and therefore we have rare Mutton, but no great plenty 
of Beef, and Cows only enow to supply us with Milk and Butter, for 
our Cheese we generally have from England .... 

“For Belly-timber our 3 staple Commodities are Fish, Fowl and 
Rabbets. Of the first a little Industry will purchase us a hundred 
sorts, particularly a large Fish we call a Vrack-fish which we split 
and nailing it to our Walls dry it in the Sun for part of our Winter 
provision; As also a large shel-flsh taken plentifully at Low-tides called 
an Ormond that sticks to the Rocks, whence we beat them off with a 
Fossel or Iron hook. J Tis much bigger than an Oyster, and like that 
good either fresh or pickled, but infinitely more pleasant to the Gusto, 
so that an epicure would think hia Pallat in Paradise if he might but 
always gormondize on such delitious Ambrosia, To borrow Aretines 
phrase upon his eating a Lamprey .... 

“ But lest you should think we mind too much our Bellies ... we 
have a Court' of Judicature* held every Tuesday where an honest 
Fisherman we call the Judge, Another (at present his Son) that is in¬ 
tituled Monsieur Le Provost , a Person that has the gift of writing and 
learning enough to read the Obligation of a Bond, serving as Clerk 
or Recorder, with 5 other sage Burgers that are Justices, or some of 
them meet, and without any tedious formalities, Intricate Demurrers, 
special Verdicts, wiredrawn Arguments, Chargable Injunctions, multi¬ 
plied Motions, or endless Writs of Error, briefly determine all causes 
Seoimdnm Aequum et bomm according to their Mother-wit and grave 
discretions, except in Criminals when Life is concerned, in which case 
the offenders are immediately sent away for tryal and punishment to 
Guernsey * . . . 

“ , . . Sure I am, the genius of the people cannot but be docile, 
since they are naturally of a courteous affable temper, and the least 
tainted with Pride that I ever saw in any of their Nation .... 

"... our Females for proportion and complection are perfect 


1 This was written before the reform end institution of Chief Pleas and the Seneschal's 
Court in 1675. 
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French, and may for the most part without any usurpation asgumo 
Don Quixots Title of Damselles of the ill-favoured face,* yet to com¬ 
pensate that (and f tis much this Sox should "know their own defects) 
they are the most kind and obliging in the World, so sprightly, frollick, 
and gay-humoured that I am confident Mahomet can no where pick up 
more buxome Q-irls to stock his Paradise with . . . . w 

It is without doubt the peace and natural beauty of Sark 
which has always attracted visitors, and to-day still attracts 
many thousands every season. The majority of them visit the 
Island for the day from Guernsey, but several hundred put up- 
at the two good hotels, the Dixcart and Stock’s, and at the 
many private houses which take guests. 

At first meeting, maybe it is the peace and the beauty which 
are the chief attractions, but very soon the atmosphere makes 
one begin to want to know more about the Island, its history 
and its people; and it is then that one discovers time is almost 
standing still here. 

To the atmosphere of tranquility which wraps one about, 
soon is added the almost physical feeling of ancient influences, 
which are aided and abetted by the existence still of ancient 
customs and buildings. Many of the original houses built by 
Holier de Carteret’s colonists are still inhabited. You may see 
them, for example, at Plaisanee, Dos d’Ane, Le Yeau Roque, 
Le Fort and elsewhere. The colonists did much of the con¬ 
struction work themselves, hut were helped by expert Masons 
and labourers. Elie Brevint gives in his diary an interesting 
account of how Philippe de Carteret built his house at 
L’Eperquerie. 

Philippe, who was born on 8th April, 1618, and died on 6th 
March, 1712, aged ninety-four, married Ester, the daughter of 
Jean Tanquerel on 28th July, 1640. He was the third son of 
Thomas de Carteret, of Le Veau Roeque and La Tour, and 
Sara Le Couteur, There were two sons of the marriage, 


1 This, of course, is a matter of personal taste; but no discerning man to-day would 
agree with the writer. 
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Philippe, the younger, buying Le Clos de Messervy from 
Seigneur Philippe de Carteret on 18th September, 1691. 
Brevint writes: 

" The house of Philippe de Carteret, son of Thomas, built in the 
garden of the old fort of L'Eperquerie, was begun on Tuesday, 28th 
May, 1650, and finished on Tuesday, 9th July. 

“The Masons or builders were John Mauger and Colas Hue of the 
parish of St. Saviour in Guernsey. 

11 Philippe de Carteret, to feed his two masons, two servants and 
his family, himself, his wife, his mother-in-law and his son, for sis 
weeks, used besides bread, butter, milk and fish, one pig, three sheep, 
three calves and six barrels of beer.” 

These old houses are one of the picturesque assets of Sark 
and it is a great pity that modern times demand other building 
methods, and that the Island authorities hare not sought to 
control what shall or shall not he erected. The incongruous 
modern buildings, with horrible corrugated-iron roofs, and 
jerry-built bungalows offend the sight and are desecrating the 
beauty of the countryside, turning the centre of the Island into 
a second-rate bungalow town, to the detriment of the Island 
as a whole. 

The original Seigneurie was the house known as Le Manoir. 
When the Le Pelleys became Seigneurs, however, they decided 
that this old house was not a convenient or suitable dwelling 
for a Seigneur, and had built for them, on the Tenancy called 
La Perronerie, a dignified Seigneurie. 

La Perronerie was owned by the Seigneur, and with La 
Moignerie, was the site of the old monastery of St. Magloire. 
Close to the modern buildings there are several picturesque 
buildings reputed to have been erected by the ancient monks. 

The Seigneur is the only person in Sark permitted to keep 
pigeons. Near the Seigneurie, therefore, is the sole pigeon-cote 
in the Island. 

The stately home of the Seigneurs is built of red granite and 
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blends perfectly with its natural surroundings. Situated in a 
shallow depression, it is set among trees, shrubs, gardens, and 
meadows. The walled garden, which is open to the public by 
La Dame’s kind permission every Monday, is well worth a 
visit. Wandering along its paths you feel the peace as in the 
country lanes, but with this difference. In the lanes, Nature is 
supreme, and Nature is always calm and tranquil; in the man¬ 
made garden you realise that Man has been determined to go 
hand in hand with Nature to preserve the peace, and therefore 
Man intrudes. 

The first Seigneur was a man, it seems, who enjoyed at least 
one of the creature comforts. Helier brought with him to Sark 
a great bed. It has now been dismantled, and parts of it form 
part of the surround of one of the fireplaces in the Seigneurie. 

The Island is unique in that no motor vehicle may circulate 
upon the roads, except tractors and trailers for conveying 
goods from the harbour and drawing the ploughs in the fields. 
Instead of noisy, dusty, odiferous motor cars polluting the 
clean air with their carbon-monoxide gas, and motor-cycles, 
there is the pleasant sight of horse-drawn carriages—victorias, 
drays and carts—with the accompanying pleasant clop of the 
horses’ hooves. 

When, as Princess Elizabeth, our Queen and her Consort 
visited the Island in 1949, they rode in a victoria owned by 
the well-known Sark figure, Mr. Charles PerrSe, the Tenant of 
Le Grand Port, with himself as their driver. This victoria now 
bears the Royal Coat of Arms, and is one of the few vehicles in. 
the United Kingdom used by the Queen which any visitor to 
Sark may now ride in. 

The Island has enjoyed the privilege of visits from Royalty 
on more than one occasion. In the records of Sark Church 
there is an entry commemorating the visit of ELR.H, the 
Princess Victoria in 1912. She spent the night of 30th April 
at the Hotel Bel-Air, and, says the record: “The Vicar (the 


X 24 



WHERE TIME STANDS STILL 

Reverend Seichan) had the honour of holding a long con¬ 
versation with her.” 

Queen Victoria also wished to visit the Island when she 
came to Jersey and Guernsey, but although she tried twice to 
land, the sea was too rough on both occasions for her to get 
ashore in a small boat. So, much to the disappointment of the 
Islanders, the visit had to be cancelled. 

Fortunately for Sark, the original main roads constructed 
by the early Seigneurs were made very wide. They traverse 
the Island from north to south, and east to west with sufficient 
room to ensure that the sparse traffic can avoid the potholes 
which, at times, are numerous. 

The care of the roads was originally the responsibility of 
the Tenants, each of whom had to devote a certain number of 
days each year to work on the roads. This duty, called la 
corvee , was obligatory without exception, though it was possible 
to pay an equivalent sum of money if the Tenant did not wish 
to deprive his farm of labour. La corvee has recently been res¬ 
cinded in favour of an annual levy, which is collected by the 
Constable and devoted entirely to the upkeep of the roads. 

The corvee ordinance passed by the Michaelmas Chief Pleas 
of 1838 illustrates how it was operated. The plan, which was to 
be in force for the following two years, stated that the carriage¬ 
way from Creux harbour and the road down to L'Eperquerie 
would, as in former times, be repaired by the Island in general. 
The remainder of the Island was then divided into four 
districts, which were clearly defined. The Sieur Abraham de 
Carteret would be responsible for superintending the work in 
the northern district; the Sieur Thomas de Carteret in the 
south; the Sieur Philippe Guille de la Ville in the east; and 
Monsieur le S6n6chal in the west. The work to be done in each 
district was equally plainly laid down. For example, in the 
northern district the courses of the streams near the Hfeche des 
Champs belonging to M. Le Pelley and Sieur Henry Le Feuvre 
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were to be dug over, and the ditches, where the water was 
blocked, were to be cleared, the ruts and the footpaths were to 
be levelled so that the roads, which were always higher than 
the paths, received a camber* The limits of each side of the 
road opposite the Clos de TEst and west of M. Le Policy and 
Sieur Abraham de Carteret were to be moved and the road 
widened to 18 feet. Earth and gravel were not to be used, but 
little stones. 

We have seen that the Seigneur only may keep pigeons, lie 
is likewise the only inhabitant in Sark who may own a dog- 
bitch. All other dogs must be males. This was an old feudal 
custom which was designed to reserve the hunting to the 
Seigneur as far as possible. In Sark it has had a special appli¬ 
cation, which is doubtless the reason for its being observed 
to-day. It prevents the Island from being overrun by dogs. 

It would seem that from time to time the law has been 
ignored. On 1st May, 1698, for example, an Ordinance was 
passed, stating: 

" Tfc is ordered that all the inhabitants of thin Island shall remove 
or kill their bitch. dog3 between this date and next Thursday on pain 
of a fine of 60 sous, and that in future they will not keep any bitch 
on pain of the same penalty.” 

And again on 12th October, 1789, Chief Pleas passed the fol¬ 
lowing Ordinance: 

" On the representation of many inhabitants that dogs are doing 
great damage to cattle, it has been ordered that the Ordonnance of 
24th May, 1680, which forbids all Tenants to keep more than one dog 
shall be renewed and brought into force and cixtue, and further it is 
ordered that no house whatsoever, even of the Tenancies shall keep a 
dog on pain of a fine of three livres tournois. 

“The Ordonnance of 11th May, 1698, which forbids inhabitants to 
keep any bitch is also renewed. 

“Further, it is ordered that all the Tenants shall keep their dogs 
at home from the 1st February until the 24th Juno, and that if any 
dog is found alone on the roads during this time its Master shall be 
fmed 20 sous, and that if any dog if found alone on the Cotils at any 
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time of the year, its Master will be required to kill it or remove it 
from the Island within twice times 24 hours on pain of a line of three 
livree tournois and the oath of one worthy person shall be admitted 
as suihcient proof.” 

These provisions were, however, all cancelled on 4th October, 
1820, though the law prohibiting the existence of all bitches on 
the Island, except those belonging to the Seigneur, was re¬ 
tained. Thus, Bella, La Dame's French poodle, has the distinc¬ 
tion of being the only representative of her sex. 

Sark also has its prison, a small stone building which stands 
at the cast end of the Girls' School, near Le Manoir. It is very 
rarely used, for Sark people are, on the whole, law-abiding 
citizens. 

The first prison building, which was very ancient, stood only 
a few feet from the present Church. It was taken down when 
the present one was built in 1860. The decision to erect it was 
taken on 2nd November, 1597, on the advice of Arnyee de 
Carteret, later Bailiff of Guernsey, who was administering Sark 
at that time. It was found necessary to have such an institution 
in those times, especially in view of the continual threat of 
invasion, for it provided a place where prisoners taken from the 
enemy might be immured securely. 

The Ordinance passed by the Royal Court of Guernsey be¬ 
fore Louis de Vic, Bailiff, Nicolas Martin senior, Guillaume 
Beauvoir, Andr6 Henri, Jean Andros, John Saumarez, Jurats, 
and in the presence of Sir Thomas Leighton, Governor, on 2nd 
November, 1597, provided, among other things, that the prison 
should be built as quickly as possible in a certain enclosed 
place, or a house sufficiently strong to prevent escape. Amyce 
de Carteret's view that he could not effectively control the 
Island without a prison having been upheld, he was empowered 
to appoint a Porter or gaoler, who would guard the prisoners. 
The Royal Court considered that duties of this officer would 
be more dangerous than elsewhere because the Island was, at 
that time, without any kind of fortress. So he was to receive 
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the same pay and emoluments as his counterpart in Guernsey. 

Another very ancient and fascinating custom which is still 
in force to-day is the Clameur de Haro. Its originator is said 
to have been Hollo the Scandinavian who invaded Normandy 
in 876 A.D. As well as being a fearless warrior, he was a wise 
ruler, and he instituted the Clameur, so that any of his subjects 
who considered they had been wronged might have direct 
appeal to him or his successors for redress. 

The original wording of the Clameur was: 11 Aa-rou, aa-rou, 
aa-rou, mon prince. On me fait tort ”—Hail, my Prince. I have 
been wronged. It had to be followed immediately by the Lord's 
Prayer in French. 

It is said that one of the earliest occasions on which it was 
used was at the burial of William the Conqueror. Apparently, 
the site chosen for the grave was a plot of land belonging to a 
farmer near the little town of Fallaise, which was William's 
birthplace. The farmer had not given permission for his land 
to be used and raised the Clameur as the funeral was about to 
begin. The Clameur was upheld, and William was eventually 
buried in the Cathedral of St. Etienne, where his tomb, sur¬ 
rounded by the shields of his knights, can he seen. 

The Clameur is still in force in all the Channel Islands, and 
has occasionally been raised in recent times. According to Sark 
usage, the procedure is as follows: before two witnesses the 
raiser of the Clameur, who may act on his own behalf or for 
anyone else, must bare his head and cry in French: “Haro, 
haro, haro I In the name of God and of the Queen, leave this 
work on the demand of . . . who prevents you.” The claim 
and the names of the witnesses must then be registered at the 
Oreffe, and a deposit of ten francs or their equivalent made. 
If the claim is disallowed after investigation by Justice, the 
deposit is forfeited. When the Clameur is raised in Guernsey, 
the Lord’s Prayer in French must also be repeated. 

A study of old Sark records reveals some ancient and inter 
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esting laws and customs, some of which may have been in oper¬ 
ation at some period of the Island’s history. 

The law of property was, of course, governed by the Charter, 
and we have seen how all real property was inherited by the 
eldest son to the exclusion of the other members of the family. 

The widow was fortunately protected by the the dower rights 
but she did not apparently always receive these, for one old 
record that I have read states: “ If a man dies after he has 
taken a wife but before they have slept together in one bed, 
the wife shall not have any dower That is, if the 
husband died before the marriage was consummated the wife 
received no dower and the marriage of convenience was thus 
precluded. 

Another of these quotations ran as follows: “ L’homme qui 
a eu femme de qu’il ait eu enfant jouira de toute la terre qu’il 
tenait de par sa femme au terns qu’elle mourut tant comme il 
se ticndra de marier”. 

The death penalty was also in operation for certain other 
offences besides murder, as the following paragraph shows. 

ei A servant having surprised his mistress asleep on a bed 
and having committed adultery with her, on her complaint he 
was hanged, though afterwards both she and her husband tried 
to save him.” 

' There are now two very good schools in Sark. Education 
of the young has always been of the first importance in the 
life of the Island. The seventeenth century gentleman from 
whose letter we quoted extracts earlier in this chapter, says in 
the same letter: 

w The preseat Minister (whom I must acknowledge a person of more 
Industry and parts than could be hoped for among such people) hath 
lately begun to Teach Gra mm ar to the Children with Writing and 
Arithmotick, erecting a School for that purpose, so that who knows to 
what prodigious Learning we may here one day arrive ? ” 

The Schools, however, sometimes found themselves in diffi- 
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culty for at the beginning of the last century we find the fol¬ 
lowing Minute in the record of Chief Pleas: 

" Since certain people have been going to insult tho schoolmaster 
during school hours, it has boon ordered that all persons who have any 
complaints to make against the said master shall make them to the 
Visitors of the said school who are empowered to examine them and 
all are forbidden to insult the said master during school hours either 
by deed or word on pain of a fmo of three livres toumois, of which 
one-third will go to tho King and two-thirds to the poor, and the 
master's oath shall be believed.” 

No, things have not changed much in Sark. The soil is as 
rich as ever, the deep loam having been enhanced by the 
natural manure of the farms. It produces good crops and what 
is more important, the rich green pasturage so necessary to the 
raising of the healthy breed of cattle, of which Sark is so justly 
proud. 

Sark is fortunate in possessing a breed of dairy cattle of its 
own, is famous for its milk which is so rich in butter 
fat, and also for the beautiful golden butter. This buttor is 
harder than the English variety and is produced in substantial 
quantities on the farms, and used by all Islanders in prefer¬ 
ence to other kinds. An annual cattle show is held during the 
summer months and is a great Island event attracting a large 
number of visiting farmers and sightseers from the other 
islands, some of whom come to Sark to buy cattle for export. 
In 1954 the Show was honoured by the visit of their Royal 
Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester. 

Pishing also flourishes and there are still a few men in Sark 
who can be regarded as real fishermen, who, in their stout 
motor fishing craft, brave the seas throughout the year, reap¬ 
ing a good harvest especially during the summer months when 
the Island is full of tourists. Fish abound round the Island 
not only in prolific quantities but in many varieties, including 
shell-fish, particularly the lobster and crayfish. Good line¬ 
fishing can also be obtained from the many rocky promon- 
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tories which surround the coasts. Unfortunately those vultures 
of the sea, the cormorants and shags, also abound. They 
breed upon the inaccessible crags and devour many thousands 
of fish every year in the shallow waters around the Island. To 
encourage the extermination of these pests, at one time a re¬ 
ward of fourpence a head was paid by the Constables. 

One of the best ways to enjoy a holiday in Sark is to go out 
with the fishermen. When I was younger, visiting Sark 
frequently, I went on many expeditions with two good friends, 
Jack Ilamon of Beaulieu, and his partner, Bill Remphrey, My 
memories of those days are pleasant and happy. Creeping 
from a comfortable warm bed at La Ville Farm, from which 
nothing else but a fishing expedition could have got me at that 
ungodly hour of the morning, I would walk across the fields 
and down to Le Creux harbour, whence we would set out at 
dawn in the motor-boat. Our usual task was to lift the lobster 
pots, and we would cruise from Le Tas to Blanchard, lifting 
the pots on the way and storing the lobsters in the bottom of 
the boat. When this task was completed, and the pots baited 
and set again, and we had moored the boat safely and rowed 
ashore, we would trudge wearily up the hill to the top of the 
Island, and before going home to breakfast would quench our 
thirsts in milk stout at the old Bel-Air hotel, which unhappily 
was burned down some years ago. We were all very distressed 
when Bill Remphrey recently lost his life. With two other 
Sark men, he was drowned when their boat capsized outside 
Les Laches. But Jack Hamon is still going out every day. 

The tourist trade is, of course, the main industry of the 
Island, and many thousands of people visit it every year. The 
high quality of the food and the cheerfulness, kindness and 
courtesy of the boarding-house keepers, are not least among the 
Island’s attractions. The best time to pay a visit to the Island 
where Time stands still, is in Spring, for it is at this time of 
the year that Sark is at its best. The gorse is covered then 
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with yellow blossom, and the pocket-handkerchief fields are 
carpeted with many varieties of wild flowers, including prim¬ 
roses, bluebells and wild violets, all of which grow in great 
profusion. 

The many delightful bays and coves which are found on all 
parts of the rugged coast, provide bathing and safe swimming, 
if one keeps inshore. In one of these coves near La Coupee is 
found the real Sark stones, which are a beautiful mauve in 
colour, and find great favour with ladies when made into 
ornaments. 

There are also many large and interesting caves. Several 
of the best of those can, however, only be reached from the 
sea at certain {dates of the tide. But a fisherman can always 
be found willing to take those interested. 

Our seventeenth century gentleman referred to that delect¬ 
able fish the Ormond. He meant Ormer, which is a contrac¬ 
tion of the French Oreille de Mer, Ear of the Sea, which is 
found ofl: the coasts of Alderney, Guernsey, Sark, Brittany and 
a few other places in the world. They are a really tasty fish if 
prepared and cooked by an expert. They can be collected only 
at exceptionally low tides in winter, known as ormering tides. 
At one time there was a law forbidding the gathering of them 
on Sundays, but it was repealed during the War and has never 
been reinstated. 

After the fall of France tlie Channel Islands wore occupied 
by the Nazis. La Dame refused to leave her people, and re¬ 
mained at the Seigneurie throughout the War. Her husband, 
the Seigneur, however, was deported and imprisoned on the 
Continent. The Germans kept a small garrison there until the 
Islands were liberated in May, 1945. 

The trip from Guernsey to Sark is always an interesting 
experience. The boat is boarded at the White Bock in St. 
Peter Port harbour, and exactly to time she leaves her berth 
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and begins her eight mile journey in the capable hands of that 
sturdy Sarkman, Captain Walter James Hamon. Walter James, 
by which name he is affectionately known, began his seafaring 
career just over half a century ago, and has made more than 
a thousand trips to Sark in command of the Commodore 
motor passenger vessels in the last four years alone. He knows 
every channel and current of the blue waters of the Russel, 
and the confidence he inspires is the mainspring of the affec¬ 
tion in wljich all, visitors and Sarkmen alike, hold him. 

Before the boat reaches the Island, many of the inhabitants 
will have come down to the harbour, and from the moment of 
landing the happiness and kindness, peace and tranquility 
surround the visitor, and it is not long before he knows that 
time here has stood still. 

No, the Island has changed very little since Helier de 
Carteret brought his colonists here in 1563. 

When Chief Pleas open their session, the Greffier reads the 
Lord’s Prayer in French. Before they disperse after their 
deliberations he prays: 

Au Rois des Sidcles, & Dieu seul sage, soit honneur et gloire. 

If thus they pay their homage to their Creator for them¬ 
selves they pray no less for their Island of Sark—His Creation. 
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Appendix 1 

The original version of the Letter of the Constable of 
Montmorency to the Duke dEstampes, 15th August, 1549. 

Monsieur, 

Yous avez faict chose bien agrdable au Sire le Roy d’avoir 
sficouru de vin le Cappitaine le Breuil qui cest en Pisle de Serq 
et serez encores plus luy envoyant des moutons et aultres 
victueilles ainsi que dictes avoir delivere faire et pareillemcnt 
de faire pourvoir et donner ordre h Pembarquement des deux 
cen homes que son fr&re luy meync de renfort puisquc les 
galleres ne sont plus par dela pour les porter pour lequel 
effect. J’escripys au Roy a ce qu’il luy plaise faire envoyer 
argent a Sainct Mailo si je faict iPa este, et quante aux ilouings 
que demande ledict Breuil le prieur de Cappoue h son retour 
audict Sainct Mailo est passe par la qui Pa satisfaict en cela. 

Du camp de Nouvillier ce XVe jour d’aoust 1549. 

Yostre servytcur et bon amy 
Montmorency. 


Appendix 2 - 

The original version of the second letter of the Constable 
de Montmorency to the Duke dEstampes, 18th August, 1549. 

Monsieur, 

Le Roy que je suis ceste apr&s disner v6nu trouver cn ce 
lieu a este trfes ais6 d’entendre les bonnes nouvelles que luy 
avez mande des Emotions d’Angleterre. II envoi argent h 
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Sainct Mailo pour Pembarquement et passage en Pisle de Serq 
des deux cens homes dont a charge le jeune Breuil ainsi qu’il 
vous ^script vous advisant. Monsieur qu'il a donne ordre 
de faire secourir de vivres par la Normandye ceux 
qui sont en la dite isle. Et aussi leur a le prieur de Cappoue 
bailie une frfigaste Parquoy ne leur sera besoing de la barque 
que leur aviez envoySe. Nous encores que du coste de la 
Normandye Pon doive secourir de vivres Pisle de Sercq neant- 
moins vous ne less&rez de leur en faire envoier en paiant et 
de leur laisser la barque que leur avez envoy^e jusques & c6 
qu’ils aient la fragatte. 

Votre servyteur et bon amy 
Montmorency. 


Appendix 3 

The original version of the Letter of the King of France to 
Captain Breuil, 23rd September, 1549. 

Cappitaine Breuil, 

J’ay entendu ce que avez ^script & mon cousin lo connetable 
de mes affaires de dela sur quoy fay faict donner toute la 
provision qu’il a este possible et vous advise que je ne vous 
laisseray rien mancquer ainsi que vous entendrez plus avant 
parce que fay donn6 charge a mon cousin vous faire escrire 
plus amplement qui me gardera vous en dire autre chose priant 
Dieu Breuil quTL vous ayt en sa garde. 

Escript h CompiSgne le 23me jour de Septembre 1549 

Henry. 

(The original is in the archives of the Bourbansais.) 
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Appendix 4 

The original version of the sale of Beau Regard by Helier 
Gosselin to Noel Vaudin in 1598. 

A tous ceux qui ees presents lettres verront ou orront Louis 
de Vick, Bailiff de ITsle de Guernsey pour la tr&s excellent© 
Majeste de notre souveraine Dame Elizabeth par la Grace de 
Dieu Royne d’Angleterre France et Irelande deffenseur de la 
Foy. Salut en Dieu. 

Scavoir faisons que par devant nous en la ville de St Pierre 
Port en la dite He le cinquieme jour du mois d’Aofit VAn de 
GrS.ce mille cinq cents nonante huit en presence de Abdrey 
Henry et Jean Saumerez Jur6z de la Cour de notre dite Dame 
la Royne en la dite lie comparut personellement Noel Vaudin 
de ITsle de Sercq lequel adonques nous presents une Minue 
signe de Robert Slowley, Jean de Carteret, Thomas Roo et 
Lucas Le Masurier, Jurez de la dite lie de Sercq datt6e du 
XXIX jour du mois do Septembre Tan mille cinq cents nonante 
et six concernante une certaine audience et dSlaissance en 
I-Kritage faite en la dite lie de Sercq par devant les avant 
dits jurez par Helier Gosselin et ses hers au dit Noel Vaudin 
et k ses hers. 

Et d’autant qu’en la dite lie de Sercq n’est usite de Sceau 
pour donner relation des Actions et Contracts heritages qui se 
font et passer par devant les Jurez de la dite lie de Sercq et 
que leur Cour est appendante de la jurisdiction et Baillage de 
cette lie de Guernsey nous ont requis tant le dit 'Gosselin que 
le dit Vaudin leur donner relation de la dite audience sous le 
seau de la Bailie de cette dite lie de Guernsey et quo le droit 
leur avons ottroyS de laquelle audience faite en la dite He 
de Sercq la teneur ensuit, 

Comparurent personellement par devant les dits Jur6z en 
la dite He de Sercq Helier Gosselin fils Nicolas d’une partie 
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et Noel Vaudin. d’autre partie lequel Helier Gosselin de sa pur 
et libre franche volonte bailla quita ceda et d&aissa de lui 
et ses hers en fin et perpetuity d’hSritage au dit Noel Yaudin 
et k ses hers. 

Scavoir est une certaine maison manage et terres c 7 y apres 
declares avec leurs issues et Entries Situ^es en la dite lie en 
un Territoire nomm6 Beauregard comineant la ditte pi£ce de 
Terre au bout du Dos d’Ane vers la Mer tout le long du rnur 
jusques au grand Chemin a l'entr^e du Clos Bourel et tout le 
long du dit chemin etant a l’Est ou viron de la dite piece de 
terre jusques k la terre du dit Gosselin qui est une pifcce de 
terre contenant dix vergees de terre ou viron et de la le long de 
la terre du Val et do hers Tanquerels et au Nord ou viron de la 
ditte piece jusques k la terre de Martin Le Masurier tout le long 
d'icelle jusques au Vivier demeurent h£reditallement pour 
abreuver les Betes de tout le voisine. 

Et jourira le dit Yaudin et ses hers de la Terre et TEntour du 
dit Yivier au pour portant du mur du jardin au dit Masurier 
jusques au chemin de la Fontaine et du dit Chemin k droite 
ligne jusques au bout du fosse du dit Masurier lequel butte sur 
le mur de la Fregondee avec le levee allant jusques au bord 
de la mer tout le long du haut Costils de la ditte Fregondee 
par le bord du nord de la ditte Fregondee avec tous ses Cotils 
jusques au haut du sommet du dit Havre du dit Gosselin k 
une bonde mise sur le haut du sill du dit Havre par le bord 
du Sud et accordant k certaines bondes et divises mises par 
devant nous entre le dit Gosselin et le dit Yaudin, les Orger- 
iliz suivant les quelles bondes et divises le dit Yaudin 
s’obligerent lui et ses hers de faire ou de faire faire k ses 
propres coutages et defEcnse un £oss6 sur la terre du dit 
Gosselin dedans le jour de Paques prochain venant piur garder 
bonne et suffisante Cloture hereditallement au Bercail 
bannoniers du dit Gosselin et de ses hers proereez de saehoir 
sur la ditte pifece de terre des Orgeriliz pom* lequel entreten- 
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men de Cloture h&r6ditalle le dit Vaudin et ses hers jouiront 
en fin d’h&ritage des dits foss6z avec leurs reliefs et laissera 
un Chemin de Cliarriere et Charette par dessus sa terre du dit 
Gosselin k ses hers pour aller et venir a la dite Cloture des 
Orgeliz. 

Pour la quelle Piece de terre ainsy bornee et devisee le dit 
Yaudin et ses hers seront sujets en terns k venir de dScharger 
le dit Gosselin et ses hers envers le Seigneur de St. Ouen et ses 
hers Seigneurs de la ditte lie de deux Hommes suffisantes pour 
la defence de la ditte He et payer au dit Gosselin et k ses hers 
en fin d'heritage au jour St. Michel en Septembre par chacun 
an la somme et nombre de Quinze Quartiers de froment et cinq 
Quartiers d’orge mesure de la dite lie avec deux Couples de 
Chapons. 

Etant le froment et Orge par sans dfichey ou d6croissance 
lesquelles choses faire tenir et accomplir les dittes Parties se 
sont oblig6es les unes envers les autres pour eux et pour les 
unes envers les autres pour eux et pour leur hers. 

Savoir est le dit Gosselin fournir et garantir la ditte Bailie 
et tenement franche et quitte de toutes autres rentes et 
redevances quelconques sauf les droits Seigneuriaux pareille- 
ment le dit Noel Vaudin pour luy ses hers discharger le dit 
lielier Gosselin et ses hers envers les Seigneurs de la ditte lie 
et leurs successeurs en terns k venix* de deux hommes suffisants 
et payer et acquiter annuellement enfin d’hcritage les avants 
dits Quinze Quartiers de froment cinq Quartiers d’Orge et deux 
couples de Chapons de rente come dit est sur PObligation de 
tons et un chacun de leurs biens meubles et h6ritages presents 
et futurs. 

Et est condition^ que le dit Noel Yaudin pour luy ot ses hers 
laisseront un chemin de douze pied depuis la hfeeho du susdit 
grand Chemin qui est au Ouist de la Vorocque de Clos du 
Moulin k Vent a venir tout le long du fosse de la piece du 
Yivier jusques a la Fontaine. 
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Bn Tesmoing des quelles closes le Scean du Baillie de la 
Hite lie de Guernsey est mis et appendu Pan et jour avant dit. 


Appendix 5 

The original version of the Contract between Seigneur Philippe 
de Carteret and Elie Brevint for the education of the latter. 

L’An Mille six cent dix le second jour de Juillet. 

Accord fut fait par amiable composition par entre noble 
homme Philippe de Carteret Seigneur de St. Ouen et Elie 
Brevint comme il en suit, c’est h savoir que le dit Brevint 
promet et s’oblige de servir au Saint Ministcre de P6vangile en 
Pile de Serk quand il sera trouve capable de ce faire et pour cet 
effet le dit Sieur promet d’entretenir le dit Brevint Pespace 
d’un an en Puniversit6 de Seumer lui baillant pour sa pension 
la somme de deux cents Livres Tournois rendue au dit lieu 
et s’il y sSjournait d’avantage par le consentment du Sieur il 
recevra de la dite somme au prorate du temps. Et si apr&s le dit 
terme expire il avait trouv6 nScessaire qu’il fut encore 
exerce qnelque temps en en la proposition le dit Sieur promet 
lui dormer entretient honnSte. Et lors qu’il sera installe ministre 
en la dite Isle le dit Sieur promet et s’oblige lui payer pour 
sa pension annuelle la somme de quatre vingt gcus sol soixante 
sous par ecu Cinq quartiers de froment et cinq quartiers d’orge 
laquelle somme d'argent le dit Sieur promet lui payer le jour 
St. Michel ou assigner en bonne et suffisante assiete en la dite 
He & fournier et guarantir sauf que le promifere ann6e il promet 
lui avancer un Quartier it son entree. Et recevra le dit froment 
et Bled au granier du dit Sieur ou au moulin it la commodit6 
des dites parties. Item promet le dit Sieur faire bastir une 
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maison de 30 pieds de clair en longeur et de 18 de large de 
hauteur compctante la dite maison amemigce par dedans de 
tous points avcc de la Terre pour laire un jardin et nourrir 
deux vaches. Item cikle le dit Sieur au dit Brevin. la Disme du 
poisson et de lin et de chauvre a recevoir sur les liabitants de 
Tie seulemcnt suivant l’us ct continue de la dite lie. Et 
s’obligdrcnt les dites parties les uus envers les autres Xournir 
a l’accord t|uc dessus et s’y oblige le dit Sieur pour lui ct sea 
hoirs. En temoignage de qnoi les dites parties ont ici mis 
leurs signes mnnuels. 

P. de Carteret E. Brevin 

Thos. Be Sebirell. 


Appendix 6 

The official acconnt of the election of the first Court of Sark. 

On the 27th October, in the year oC Grace 1579, Sir Philippe 
de Cai’teret having possession, of the Island of Sark under his 
father, the Honorable Helier de Carteret, Seigneur of St. Ouen 
and of the said Island of Sark. And all the residents and in¬ 
habitants of the said Island being assembled at the Manor by 
the advice and consent of the said Helier de Carteret; in 
presence of Sir Philippe de Carteret; by the unanimous con¬ 
sent of all the inhabitants of the Island and even on their suit 
and petition, a Court and Jurisdiction was constituted and 
■established in the Island, for tho observance and keeping 
henceforward, in every respect of the laws, customs and usages 
kept and observed in the Island of Jersey. 

That these things might be done and accomplished as set 
ioTth by Sir Philippe, his father thereunto consenting; and 
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also on the requisition and by the unanimous consent of all 
the people of Sei’k, Edward de Carteret was made, constituted, 
established and sworn Bailiff of Sark; as were likewise ten 
Jurats, a Procureur de la Reine, who was also Procureur of 
the Seigneur of Sark, a sergeant-at-arms, a common sergeant, 
a constable, a eentenier, two vingteniers and two assistant con¬ 
stables. 

The people of Sark earnestly declare their desire to be judged 
in all matters and causes whatsoever according to the laws, 
customs and usages kept and observed in Jersey (for the 
reason that the greater number of the said people of Sark are 
natives of the Island of Jersey); and with their ancestors and 
predecessors have always been accustomed to be dealt with in 
all cases or matters according to the laws, customs and usages 
of Jersey. 

Considering also that if any case of great importance hap¬ 
pened in Sark, they might readily obtain counsel and advice of 
the Judges and other learned men of Jersey; in order that the 
people of Sark might from time to time be dealt with and sup¬ 
ported in all their causes and affairs according to the laws, 
customs and usages of Jersey, To the maintenance and estab¬ 
lishment of all which several points they have hereby freely 
and voluntarily subscribed their assent and consent of their own 
good will and with one accord. 


Appendix 7 

The Minute of the Proceedings of the First Chief Pleas held in 
Sark, 5th November, 1579. 

Les Chefs Pletz d’heritage temis en l’isle de Serk en. la 
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presence de Monsr. Philippe de Carteret, ayant le gouvernment 
de la dite isle soubs Monsr. son pere, devant le bailly, prGseuts 
Julian de Carteret, Collas Cristin, Richard Poindestre, Jacques 
Dolbey, Jehannot Hotton, Baulin Vaudin, Guilleaume Chte, 
Pierre le Brocq, et Clement Haccoill jurez, Je ve jour du mois 
de novembre Pan mille v cent cent septantc et neul 

II est ordonne par Justice que ung chacuenen droit sen 
verraqueces bestes porchines soyent tenement en annellSes 
quilz ne facent aucun domage h aultrui quo si aucun apres 
avoir este suffissament garny que scs bestes ayant este venus 
au domage daultruy et quilz ne soyent enannell§es pour la 
seconde foye quilz y seront trouves celuy a qui la faulte sera 
payra pour chacun beste six esterlings dargent damende a 
estre levey incontinent par le main du sergeant. 


Appendix 8 

The Order in Council of 19th May, 1675, (By which the Sark 
Court was abolished and the office of Seneschal instituted). 

Charles Rex. 

Trusty and well beloved we greet you well, whereas it hath 
been represented unto us by our truly and well beloved Sir 
Philippe de Carteret, Baronet, Lord of the Island of Sark, that 
the Jurats of the said Island having refused to take the oaths 
and subscribe the declaration and receive the sacremcnt of 
the Lords Supper in such a manner as by law is directed, you 
the Bailiff and Jurats of our Court of our Island of Guernsey 
have according to the Act of Parliament in that behalf made 
and provided, taken from them their civil authority. AND 
whereas the rest of the inhabitants are poor and illiterate or 
so averse to the laws of the Church of England as to become 
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incapable of becoming magistrates in the said Isle and thereby 
the said Island hath remained for above a year without any 
administration of Civil Justice to the great prejudice of our 
subjects there: 

We have thought fit and do hereby order and direct, that you 
the Bailiff and Jurats of our said Court of Guernsey do give 
oath to a Seneehal and establish such other officers as shall be 
requisite for the administration of the Civil Justice there and 
who shall be named by the said Sir Philippe de Carteret in 
like manner as the said Sir Philippe doth at St. Ouen in Jersey 
and other Lords of the Island of Jersey and Guernsey do 
appoint in their respective manors and Fees in the said Isles 
and for so doing this shall be your warrant and so we bid you 
farewell. 

GIVEN at our Court at Whitehall the nineteenth day of 
May, One thousand six hundred and seventy five in the seven 
and twentieth year of our reign. 

Signed by His Majesty’s Command. 

II. Coventry. 


Appendix 9 

Ordinance of the Royal Court of Guernsey concerning the re¬ 
moval of names of traitors from the Contracts made during 
the Commonwealth. 

Le xve jour de May et an sus dit (1661) par devant le dit 
Sr Bailly (Amice Andros Ecuyer) presents Messieurs Jan 
Brehault, Pierre Careye, James Le Marchant, Charles Andros, 
Guillaume de Beauvoir, Jan de Sausmares, Jan de Quetteville, 
Daniel de Beauvoir, Elizee de Sausmares, Jures. 
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Sur ce qu J il a plea a la Saer6c Majeste de nostre Souverain 
Sire le Roy, par Padvis de son tres-honnorable Conseil Prive, 
d’ordonner et faire commandement que les noms d'Olivier et 
Richard Cromwell et autres tirans et usurpatcurs, inserrfis 
dans les registres publics de cesle isle, soyent rayes et canceles: 

LA COUR en rendant humble ob6issancc au dit commande- 
ment a ordonnS et oTdonne que les noms des dits tirans et usur- 
pateurs seront ray6s hors des dits registres, et de tous contracts 
et ecrits quelquonques oh ils peuvent estro denommez afin que 
m.4moire n’en soit laiss6e. Et d’abondant ordonne la dite Cour 
que les noms de ceux qualifies Bailifs et Jur6s soubs les dits 
turans et usurpal eurs ne seront employee dans aucuns contracts 
de quelque nature qu'ils soyent, fails depuis la mort de la 
Sacr6e Majeste du Roy Charles premier, tPheurcuse memoire, 
auquels le sceau de cesto isle doit estre apondu; et feront touics 
personnes renouveller tous tels contracts dans un an variant 
apres la St. Michel prochaine, ft peine que les dits contracts 
seront reputez nuls apres lc dit temps expirA 


Appendix 10 

The ruling given by the Crown Officers in Guernsey on the 
question of the sale of the Tenancies in Sark. 

Or apr6s y avoir nmrement r<3flcchi il nous semble d’apres 
toutes les pieces que la Reme Elizabeth doit etre censee avoir 
cr4e un Eief que resemble k la grande majorito des fiefs qui 
existaient autrefois en Angleierrc quelques conditions specialos 
qui etaient necessaires ou la situation particuiaire de Pile de 
Serk ajout6es k Pinfeodation. 

II nous parait aussi que les baux de terre qui ont faits 
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pax les Seigneurs de Serk ne sont pas des louages perpetuels 
mais des baux h rentes veritables qui resemblent aux baux qui 
ont 6t6 faits par les Seigneurs de Fiefs k Guernsey et ailleurs 
a leurs Tenants, et que par consequent les Tenants a Serk sont 
autant proprietaires de leurs heritages respectifs que le sont 
tous les proprietaires a Guernsey. II est vrai quails peuvent 
forfaire ces heritages s’ils ne remplissent pas les devoirs 
auxquels ils sont assujettis, mais il en est de meme avec tous 
les proprietaires d’heritages ou le syst&me f6odal existe. Les 
doutes qui existeraient s’il n’y avait que la concession d’origine 
nous paroissent leves par la patente de Jacques Ier Anno 
Domini 1610 qui porte que les Tenants a Serk sont proprietaires 
des fonds 4tant dits saises de leurs heritages " In fee simple or 
fee tail or other estate of inheritance.” 


Appendix 11 

The Letters Patent of James I, 12th August, 1610, regarding 
the partition of Tenancies in Sark. 

James by the Grace of God King of England Scotland France 
and Ireland Defender of the Faith etc., to our right trusty and 
right well beloved Sir George Carewe Knight, Baron of Clopton, 
Governor of the Isles of Guernsey and Sark, and to the 
Governor of the said Isles for the time being, and to our well 
beloved subject Amice do Carteret, Esquier, Bailiff of the said 
Isle of Guernsey and to the Bailiff of the said Isle of Guernsey 
for the time being, and to our well beloved subject Philippe de 
Carteret Esquier, of St Ouen and Lord of the said Isle of 
Sark and to our loving subjects the inhabitants of the said 
Isles of Guernsey and Sark, and to all other our loving subjects 
to whom these presents shall come, greetings. 
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"WHEREAS the said Isle of Sark, being parcel of the pos¬ 
sessions of the ancestors of the said Philippe de Carteret Lord 
of the said Isle of Sark, was not partable amongst the sonnes 
of the said ancestors, but descended only to the eldest sonne: 

AND WHEREAS the Lords of Ihe said Tsle of Sark have, of 
late, granted away some parcels of the said Isle to others to 
hold of them the said Lord, which never the less cannot change 
the ancient form of descent of the same: 

AND "WHEREAS, because the possession of the ancient 
undertenants of the Isles adjacenls have been and do yet 
continue partable amongst all the sonnes and daughters to¬ 
gether, though in several portions, the inhabitants of the said 
Isle of Sark have an affection to that form of descent and 
would, as much as in them is, bring their said lands so lately 
purchased to the like descent, which is both against the law 
and also to the great damage and danger of the said Me of 
Sark, and his heirs, are by covenants, in their Letters Patent 
contained, bound to people and inhabite the said Isle of Sark 
with number of men with provision of arrnoro and other neces¬ 
saries for the defense of the said Jsie of Sark, which charge of 
men to be from time to time so furnished, as aforesaid, for 
the defense of the said Isle of Sark, hath been used to be borne 
by the tenants and occupiers of the lands lying within llie said 
Isle, according to such rates and proportions as by covenant 
and agreement between the Lord of the said Isle and the 
said tenants and occupiers have agreed upon in that behalf, in 
respect whereof it is found very necessary that the lands lying 
in the said Isle of Sark, and now remaining in the tenure or 
occupation of the several tenants and occupiers thereof, should, 
as much as may, be kept whole and entire and not to be 
divided or parted amongst brethcren or others coheirs, but 
that the same, as much as may be, do always remain and con¬ 
tinue inpartable and undivided without any other charge then 
such as by reason of their several tenures they are bound to 
perform for Ihe occasions aforesaid: 
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AND WHEREAS also it is a matter of great consequence 
and necessitie to restrain by all good and wholesome ordon- 
nances and provisions, the incombring and over charging of the 
said land with extraordinary and new charges, whereby the 
ancient servises, tenures, and duties, originally and founda- 
mentally charged upon the said Isle of Sark, for the preserva¬ 
tion, safety and defence of the same, and for the common good 
of the Lord and tenants thereof, should be hindered diminished 
or abated: 

AND FOR AS MUCH as neglect of good and timely pro¬ 
visions, in a case of so great importance, would prove very 
prejudicial to our service, therefore that in pro. of time by 
often partitions and extraordinary charges layed upon the 
said land there would remain© only a number of poor men, 
unable to defend the same: 

KNOW YE that WE, having had consideration of the 
premises and greatly desiring the safety, quiet and wealth of 
the said Isle of Sark and of the said Lord and tenants thereof 
and to the intent that all our good and loving subjects of the 
said Isle may, by commandment and direction from ourself, 
willingly bind themselves to the observations of that which 
may be most for their own benefit and good, and enable them 
the better to perform the services, tenures and duties where 
with they are all ready charged, as is aforesaid of our especial 
grace, certain knowledge and meer motion, have willed 
ordained and appointed, and by these presents, for us our 
heirs and successors, do signify and declare to all our loving 
subjects, as well of the said Isle of Sark, as allso of the Isles 
of Guernsey and Jersey, that no lands or tenements situ¬ 
ate lying or being within the said Isle of Sark or any parts 
thereof shall or ought to be portable or parted amongst any 
sonnes and daughters together by force or by reason of any 
descent of inheritance of or from any ancestor or ancestor 
which hath or shall at any time hereafter die seased of any 
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state in fee simple or fee taile or other state of inheritance of 
any lands tenements and heriditaments lying or being within 
the said Isle of Sark ought and shall, from time to time, descend 
and come wholy and directly to the eldest sonne and other 
heirs of the sonne in such sort as the rest of the Signorie of 
the said Philippe de Carteret in the said Isle of Sark and also 
in the Isle of Jersey doth or ought to do: 

AND WE DO FURTHER, for us, our heirs and successors, 
of our especial grace, certain knowledge and meer motion, 
declare and signify our mind and pleasure to be that all and 
every tenant, owner, farmer or occupier of any lands, tene¬ 
ments or heriditaments in Sark aforesaid for the time being 
shall forbear and utterly cease to rise, sept, or impose, upon 
any, his or their said lands, tenements or heriditaments, any 
other charge, payment or incumbrances then such charges, 
payments, services and duties as they are bound to perform by 
their or any other of their tenures of their or any of their said 
lands to the Senior of the said Isle of Sark or otherwise for the 
defense or preservation of the -same: 

AND, for the more safety of the said Isle of Sark and for 
the better settling of loyal and obedient subjects therein, be¬ 
ing a place of importance and subject to danger of our 
especial grace, certain knowledge and meer motion, we do 
will and ordaine by this present, that no strangers borne out 
of this Isle of Sark shall at any time be hereafter suffered to 
dwell, inhabite, remain, continue or make any longer abode 
within the said Isle of Sark, unless every such stranger shall, 
.at such time as he shall be there unto required by such persons 
.as we shall authorise and appoint in that behalf, take the oath 
commonly called and known by the name of <£ The Oath of 
Alogeans to Us ” Our heirs and successors, according to the 
form of the Statute made in the third yeare of our Reigne of 
England, and unless the licence of consent of the Lord of the 
said Isle of Sark for the time being be, within the term of six 
weeks, procured and obtained in that behalf: 
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AND THEREFORE AYE DO, by these presents, charge and 
•command that none of the inhabitants of the said Isle of Sark 
do at any time hereafter receive unto his or their houses any 
strangers not borne in the said Isle of Sark, either as their 
servant, undertenant or otherwise, to make abode with them, 
but only such who shall, whensoever they shall thereunto be 
required as is aforesaid, take the “ Oath of Alleageans ”, and 
also procure the consent of the said Lord of the said Isle, as 
aforesaid, upon peine of our indegnation and heavy displeasure 
to be inflicted upon such as willingly neglect our Royal Com- 
mandement herein. 

AND WE DO by this present authorise and command our 
well beloved subject, Robert Slowley, Judge of the said Isle 
of Sark and the Judge of the said Isle of Sark for the time 
being, to accept and take the said oathe of allegeance of all 
and every such stranger or strangers borne out of the said 
Isle of Sark and coming to make his or their abode there, any 
law, statute, coustume or restrain not withstanding. 

AND FURTHER we are well pleased, and for the more ease 
and quiet and contentment of all our subjects, the inhabitants 
of the said Isle of Sark, we do by these presents for us, our 
heirs and successors grant that it shall and may be lawful to 
and for all and every the inhabitants of the said Isle of Sark 
and all other, at all time and times, at their wills and pleasures 
to bargain, sell, convey, let, lease, demis or assigne by writing 
or writings, seal with the seal granted to Helier de Carteret 
and to his heires, Lords and possessors of the Seinory of the 
Lordship or fee of Haubert de St Ouen, whose heirs the said 
Philippe de Carteret is, any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, 
parcels of the said Isle of Sark, for such states, during such 
terms, as the tenants, farmers and occupiers of the said Isle 
of Sark, heretofore have been used, or at this present may 
bargain, sell, convey, let, lease, demise or assigne the same 
lands, tenements or hereditaments to any person or persons 
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there, under the seal or seals of the said Isle of Guernsey and 
Jersey or either of them; and that all and eveiy such bargains, 
sales, conveyances, demises, leases and assignments, sealed with 
the said seal of the said Philippe de Carteret and of such of his 
heirs as aforesaid shall be as vialable effectual and strong in 
the law as if the same had been made or granted under the 
seal or seals of the said Islands of Guernsey or Jersey or 
either of them. 

AND WE DO FURTHER straightly charge and command 
you, the said Lord Carewe, Governor of the Isles of Guernsey 
and Sark, for the time being, and you, the said Amice de 
Carteret, Bailiff of the said Isle of Guernsey, and the Bailiff 
for the time being, and you, the said Philippe do Carteret, 
Senoir of St Oucn, Lord of the said Isle of Sark and your heirs 
being lords of the said Isle of Sark, that you and every one of 
you do, from time to time, do your best endeavour to cause 
these our letters patents, and our goodwill and pleasure there¬ 
in declared to be from time to time duly executed, performed, 
and put in use within the said Isle of Sark, according to the 
true intent and meaning of these presents, as you and every 
one of you, answer to the contrary at your peril although, ex¬ 
press mention of the true yearly valuos or of the certainty of 
the premises or of any of them or of any other gifts or grants 
by us or any of our progenitors or predecessors to the said 
Philippe de Carteret Seignor of St Ouon, Lord of St Oucn, 
Lord of the said Isle of Sark, heretofore made, is not made ill 
this presents; any statute, act, ordinants or provisions or 
restraint to the contrary heretofore had made, published, 
ordained or provided, or any other thing, cause or matter what¬ 
soever in any wise notwithstanding. 

In witness whereof we have caused theso, our Letters to be 
Patent. 

Witness Ourself, at Westminster, the twelfth day of August, 
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in the ninth year of our rcigno of England, France and Ireland, 
and of Scotland the five and fortieth. 


Appendix 12 

The Amalgation of Dos d’Ane. 

A tous Coux qui ces presents lcllres verront ou orront Jean 
Payne Junr. Sendchal de Pile do Sort. Salut en Dieu. 

Sachent tous quo par dovant uioy on la dito lie l’an de Grace 
mille sept cents trois le XXIX jour du mois de Juillet furent 
prfisents en droit Messire Charles de Carteret Baronet Seigneur 
do St. Ouen et de Serk ot gcntilhomo ordinaire de la chainbre 
PrivGe do sa MajestO, Edouard Vaudin cl Esther Rondel sa 
ft'mme autorisse d’ieeluy, Jean Yaudin, Frangois Haraon et 
Samuel do Cartoret fils Samuel. 

Kt otoit Sur cc qu’apr&s la Mort do Joan Perrier ayant droit 
a la maison et Tenement du d’Osdasne, Elizabeth Perier feme 
de Jean Rondel, ct Esther Perier feme de Hugh Vaudin, fille 
du dit Jean Perrier parta geiront entre eux la dite Maison and 
Tenement contre 1'intention des Lcttros Pattcntes de sa 
Majostfi lo feu Roy Jacques Premier d'heureux mGmoire au 
nouviome an do son Regno d’Angletcrro et le douzieme d’aoust 
qui defendent teis partages ot Dosunions Et como Eslher Rondel 
femme d'Edouard Vaudin hdrilior de Sara Rondel fille de Pierre 
Rondel, fils du dit Joan Rondel ct d'Elizabolh Perier sa femo, 
auroit aceorde de bailler afin d'herilage sa parte do la dite 
Maison ct Tenement h Frangois Tlamon Lo dit Seigneur les 
auroit fails couvenir on Cour pour luy quitter la Possession 
de la dite Maisons ct Tenement du d'Osdasne qu'iis seroiont 
ingeroz de d&ncmbror ct parlagor et non avoir effectue la 
Reunion dans le terns perm is en loy, et quo sur lour refus 
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d'accepter I’ofCre du dit Seigneur, qu’un d’eux pris la dite 
Maison et Tenement afin qu’il demeurast reuni. La dite Maison 
et Tenement du d’Osdasne lui Tut ajugfi et confirm.6 par Acte du 
XXIII iome Jour du Mois de Juillet Tan mille sept cents trois. 
Lesquels aujourd hui etant revenue h leurs Priores et Requel cs 
le dit Seigneur meu de compassion et bonne volont6, no voulant 
se prevaloir d’aucun d’avantage, ny user de Rigeur envers eux, 
leur a volontairement quitt4 le b6n6fit de la dite forfait ure a 
consenty que les susdite parties, pour eux et leurs hers k jamais 
baillcnt quittent et eddent du dit Samuel de Carteret et a 
ses hers afin et perpetuity d’heritages tout et tel droit ot 
Interest qu’ils ont peu avoir ou pretende avoir la dite Maison 
et Tenement du d’Osdasnc. La dite Bailie ol dolaisseauee 
h6reditalle faite pour et k Condition qne le dit Teneniont de- 
mourera r£uni k Tavcnir k jamais pour que le dit Samuel do 
Carteret paye et discharges lies Rentes dcues sur lc dit Tene¬ 
ment, k qui elles sont deues. Et pour entire tenir la dito Maison 
en bonne et suffisante Reparation ct un homo capable dedans 
sort luy ou quelques autre a sa place, journey tlhm bon 
Mousquet et appartonances pour la defense do la dite He, et 
en dichargera les droits Seigneuriaux. 

Et par le prix de six cents livres tournois et le trcizi&me 
laquelle some de six cents livres les dites llamon ot do Cartox*et 
ont pay6s h F Acquit dcs dites Edouard Vaudin et du dit Jean 
Vaudin. Lequel de Carteret s’obligo do rembourscr lo dit 
llamon de se qu’il avoir d6bousi come Sus est dit, pour les 
Reparations qu’il auroit pu faire. Et aura lo dit Jean Vaudin 
se demeura sa vie durante dans le Petit Etre, ou il demeure 
presentement, sans fairo prejudice au dit do Carl ere t, ses ou 
Louagers. Et s’obligorent le dit Edouard Vaudin et Esther 
Rondel sa femme le dit Jean Vaudin et lo dit de Carteret pour 
eux et leurs hers afin d’h&ritage'a la founiyure garantie payc- 
ment, et aecomplissement des Premises sur ton to leurs Biens 
Meubles et heritages presents et futurs. Finaloment jura la 
dite feme qu’elle n’avoit 4t4 contrainte battue ny forc4e et 
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qu’elle faisont de son bon gr6. A quoy accordant lenrs propres 
faits et submission les y condamnasnes. En tcsmoins desqnelles 
choses j’ai signe ces presents l’an et jour susdit. 


Appendix 13 

The operative provisions of the Order in Council relative to 
the Alienation of Land in Sark, registered 16th July, 1927 

1. It shall be lawful to alienate and acquire land with or 
without buildings thereon forming part of any tenement or 
other buildings in the Island of Sark as may be required for a 
religious, charitable, educational or other purpose for the bene¬ 
fit of the community but for no other purpose and such land 
or buddings may be acquired by Trustees or by a body 
corporate. 

Provided that:— 

1. The Seigneur and Douzaine of the said Island of Sark 
shall pi'oposo and approve such alienation ; 

2. His Majesty’s Procureur of the Island of Guernsey on 
a reference made to him by the Seigneur and Douzaine 
of the said Island of Sark specifying the proposed use of 
such land or buildings, shall have certified that it is re¬ 
quired for a religious, charitable, educational or other 
purpose for the benefit of the community; 

3. Upon snch certificate being obtained, the proposal for 
such alienation be submitted by the Seigneur and Douzaine 
to the Chief Pleas of the said Island of Sark and approved 
by them; 

4. The use to which such land or buildings is destined, 


153 



THE STORY OF SARK 

as specified in the Certificate of His Majesty's Procureur, 
be declared in the Deed of Conveyance thereof; 

5. No person other than a British Subject and no body 
other than a body corporate of British Nationality may at 
any time acquire any estate or interest therein. 

2. Every subsequent transfer of land or buildings which 
shall have been alienated by virtue of the Order in Council 
bearing date the 27th day of June, 1927, shall be null and void 
unless the conditions and formalities prescribed in sub-sections 
(1)» (2), (3) and (4) of Section 1, above recited, shall have 
been observed concerning the same: 

Provided that this Section shall not apply in the case of a 
subsequent transfer for the sole purpose of vesting the legal 
estate in succeeding Trustees or a succeeding body corporate 
for the maintenance and continuation of such interest therein 
and such use thereof as shall have been already declared and 
approved under the said Order in Council of the 27th day 
of June, 1927. 


Appendix 14 

A Form of Louage dTferitage. 

Le.jour du mois de.. Pan mil.devant 

les tesmoins soussign£s« 

Je soussigne mol de Pile de Serk pour moi et mes hoirs 

reconnois et confesse avoir l'oue a B. aussi de Pile de 

Serk pour lui et ses hoirs une heritage appelle.con- 

sistant en une maison a deux cuisines, belle, hautgard, grange, 
etables, jardins, terres labourables, eostils et jonieres tout et 
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autant comme il en appartient an dit heritage appartenant au 

dit A.Fait pour le terme et espace de . ans 

prlsens et futurs et de et de rues hoirs et aussi moi le dit 

B.entrcra en jouissance le. et finira le. 

et ce sur ^obligation de tous mes Mens meubles et heritages 
pr6sens et futurs et de et de mes hoirs et aussi moit le dit 

B.soussigne locataire promets et m’oblige pour moi et 

mes hoirs a ce que de sus sur l’obligation de tous mes Mens 
meubles et h4ritages presens et futurs et de mes hoirs. 


Appendix 35 

The Contract for the sale of Le Clos de la Tour de la Cloche 
by Jean, Lord de Carteret, to Thomas de Carteret fils Samuel. 

L’an mille Sept Cents dixneuf le XV Jour du Mois de Aoust 
il est permis k Thomas de Carteret fils Samuel de faire registre 
publicq de Lisle de Serk une Bailie h&reditalle pass6e devant 
Mons Le Senschal LOnzidme jour du Mois d’Aoust du courrant 
dont le teneir ensuit mot & mot. 

A tous ceux qui ces presents Lettres verront ou orront le 
Reverend Mons Laurens Payne, Procurer du trSs honorable 
Seigneur Jean, Lord de Carteret, Baron de Havmes, Seigneur 
de St Ouen, Serk etc., come il nous a paru par une procuration 
pass6e h Londres devant Mons Martin de Gruehy, Notaire et 
Tabellion publicq du vingt troisieme de Mai, Mille Sept Cents 
dixneuf, et enregistre sur le livre des Records de cette Isle de 
Serk, sous notre Souverain George par le Grace de Dieu, Roy 
de la Grande Bretagne, Ecosse et Irelande etc. Salut en Dieu. 

Sachent tous en Pan de Grace Mille sept Cents dix neuf, 
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TOnzieme jour du mois d’aoust devant Philippe de Carteret 
Gentilhome, Seneehal de ITsle de Serk, a comparu le dit 
Reverand Mons Laurens Payne, Procurer come dit est, et en 
Vertu de la procuration leqnel a bailie, ced6 quitte et 
d41aiss6 a fin et perpetuity d’heritage au nom du dit Seigneur 
et des siens hers h Thomas de Carteret fils Samuel resident et 
habitant de ITsle de Serk et k ses hers un certain Clos de Terre 
Vulgarement appelle le Clos de la Tour de la Cloche. 

Gesant k PEst de la tour de la dite Cloche avec ses fossez et 
reliefs autant come audit Clos en appartient, SAVOIR le Posse 
du Ouest du dit Courtil et pourra le dit de Carteret prendre de 
la terro outre son Relief pour y faire un fosse sufiisant pour 
la cloture de la dite piece de terre. 

Item: Le Posse du sud sera mitoycn entre Samuel de Carteret 
et luy et la Fosse de PEst entre la dite piece de terre et le 
Clos de Normand sera aussi mitoyen entre eux. SAVOIE que 
chacun diceux le gardera en bonne et suffisante reparation. 

La dite bailie faite par le prix et some de vingt trois Cabots 
de Froment de Rente pur et net et sans dechet, payable au 
jour St Michel prochain et apres annuellement afin et per- 
petuite d’heritage* Et aura le dit de Carteret chemin et passage 
pour charue et Charctte k aller a son dit Clos par les Chemins 
Ordinaires du Manoir possession presentement pour payer a 
la St Michel prochaine, Et pourra abrever ses betes a la fon- 
taine du dit Manoir. Et ne pourra ni luy ni ses hers partages ni 
bailler, vendre ou aliener la dite piece de terre ni partie d’icelle, 
pour en lever aucune rente annuelle hors de cette Isle la dite 
Piece de terre franche et quitte de toutes autres rentes et 
Redevances SAUF les droits Seigneuriaux. 

Et pourra le dit de Carteret bastir une Maison dans le 
dit Clos y metant un home mesnager soit luy ou un autre avec 
un bon mousquet et ammunition pour la sauvegarde de lisle. 
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Bn tesmoinage de quoy le dit Reverand Mons Laurens Payne 
procurer qui dit est a sign6 ces presents de son Signe Manuel 
et y a fait apposer le Cachet d’Armes du dit Seigneur Seeau. 
de cettc Isle. 


Appendix 16 

Robert Slowley sells House and Land at Dixcart to Pliilippe 

do Carteret. 


A tous ceux qui ces presents lettres verront 011 orront Eleazar Le 
Marchant Bcuyer Seigneur du Conte et Dependances, Lieuten¬ 
ant de Josu6 Le Marchant Ecuyer Bailiff de Pile de Guernsey 
sous notre Souverain Sire George seconde par le Grace de Dieu 
Roy de la Grande Bretagne, France et Irelande delfenseur de 
la Foy Etc., Salut en Dieu. 

Scavoir faisons que par devant nous en la Ville de St Pierre* 
Port le premier jour du mois de May Fan mille sept cents 
trente et un et en presence de Mons Pierre Careye et Thomas 
Le Marchant Jurez de la Cour Royale en la dite Isle a comparu 
personnellement le Sr Robert Slowley Senr Naif de File de 
Serk et en present confesse avoir fiefffi et Baill6 & rente de luy 
et de ses hers en fin d’hiritage au Sieur Philippe de Carteret 
Senr fils de Sr Philippe de Carteret de la Moineric de la dite 
Isle de Serk present et acceptant pour luy et ses hoirs it jamais : 

Savoir est une certaine Maison et terres au territoire dTcart 
ep. la ditte He de Serk au Nordest ou viron de la Maison et 
terres de Mons Philippe Dumaresq, Et au sud Ouest ou viron 
de la Maison et terres de Michel Simon a cause de Marie le* 
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Brocq sa feme le tout tel come se pourporte avec issues et 
■entrees fosses et Reliefs Libertes et Servitudes tout et autant 
come au dit Robert Slowley en pouvait appartenit. 

Fait par le prix et some de Quatre Quartiers de Froment 
mesure de la Dite lie de Serk et deux chapons dc Rente, avee 
la some de Sept Cents Livres tournois line fois payer dc bourse 
deliee laquelle some de Sept Cents Livres tournois le dit Robert 
Slowley a reconnu avoir recue du dit Philippe de Carteret Senr 
en argent comptant laquelle some de Quatre Quartiers de 
Froment mesure de la Dite Isle de Serk et deux Chapons de 
Rente le dit Philippe de Carteret Senr a promit et s'est oblige 
payer annuellement au Jour St Micliel XXIX Septembre a 
Pavenir h la quit et deeharge du dit Robert Slowley et de ses 
hoirs & Dame Susanne le Gfros veuve de Monsieur Nicolas Le 
Pelley Dame de la dite Isle de Serk et a ses hoirs successeurs 
Seigneurs de la dite Isle de Serk en pur Froment et sans 
d6chet en la dite Isle de Serk. 

Et aussi d’entretenir un home mesnager dans la dite maison 
soit luy ou quelquautre pour luy bon et suffisante pour la 
sauvegarde de la dite Isle de Serk ainsy que le dit Robert 
Slowley y 6tait oblige le tout sur Pobligation de tous et chacun 
les biens meubles et heritages du dit Philippe de Carteret et 
de ses hoirs presents et futurs. 

Pareillement le dit Robert Slowley a promis et s’est obligS 
fournir et garantir au dit Philippe de Carteret et a ses hoirs 
la dite Maison et terres du present bailie et les luy tenir quittes 
et exemptes de toutes Rentes et redevances sauf et excepts 
les droits Seigneuriaux sur pareille et rSciproque obligation 
■que dessus. 

Et est condition^ et entendu entres les dites parties que 
le dit de Carteret ne pourra ny luy ny ses hoirs bailler vendre 
ny aliener en aucune Mani&re la dite Maison ny aucunes des 
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dites terres porn* y accroitre aucunes Rentes autre qne la dite 
Rente du Seigneur de la dite Isle de Serk. Et a le dit Aquerer 
paru un Conge de la susdite Dame Susanne le Gros Dame de la 
Dite Isle de Serk Etc. dependanees pour faire la susdite prinse- 
par Bourse d61i6e qui porte acquit du treizifeme. 

En temoinage desque les choses le Sceau du Baillage de 
la dite Isle de Guernsey h ces presents lettres et mis et 
appendu. 


Appendix 17 

The Verdict of the Royal Court of Guernsey in the dispute be¬ 
tween the Seigneur of Sark and Thomas de Carteret of La 
Forge relative to the latter’s windmill. 

Pierre Le Pelley, 6cuyer, Seigneur de ITsle de Serk et 
dependanees a silence envers le Sr Thos de Carteret de la 
Forge un des tenants de la dite Isle de Serk en la cause que 
le dit Mons Le Pelley au dit nom a contre le d6put6 Prevot de 
la dite Isle de Serk a representer la personne du dit de Carteret 
au dit nom lequel est k 60 sous et sera pris au corps et amene 
en justice en la cause que le dit Mons Le Pelley au dit nom a 
contre lui a se voir adjuger dans le temps et sur la peine 
qu’il plaira & ]a eour ordonner abattre et demolir un moulin & 
vent que le dit de Carteret a mal h propos et depuis 6rig§ 
sur son heritage de la Forge en la dite Isle de Serk sans la 
permission du dit Seigneur aux fins d’acte du 12 Novembre 
1796 apres que par autre acte du 18 Mars 1797 le dit de 
Carteret au dit nom a 6t6 rcleve de Tacte d’amerci rendu contre 
lui en date du 4 Fevrier 1797 en refondant les depens du pass6. 
La Cour ayant jug6 que le dit de Carteret a droit d’avoir un 
moulin pour son propre usage et non pour Pusage d’aucun 


159 



THE STORY O E SARK 

habitant de la dite lie et le dit Mons Le Pelley aux fraix dont 
les dites parties appelant reciproquement en jugement. 

Geo. Le Febvre Greffier dn Roi. 


Appendix 18 


The Seigneurs' of Sark . 


Died. 


Ilelier de Carteret 1582 First Seigneur by 

Sir Philippe de Carteret Kt son grant 1565 

Sir Philippe de Carteret Kt son 1644 
Philippe de Carteret son 1662 

Sir Philippe de Carteret Bt son 1695 

Sir Charles de Carteret Bt son 1715 

Jean, Lord de Carteret, Baron of 
Ilawnes 

Colonel Jean Johnson 
James Milner 
The Bishop of Gloucester 
Dame Susanne Le Pelley 
nee le Gros 
Nicolas Le Pelley son 
Daniel Le Pelley brother 
Peter Le Pelley son 
Peter Le Pelley son 
Peter Le Pelley son 
Ernest Le Pelley brother 
Peter Carey Le Pelley son 
Dame T. G. Collings 
Rev. W. T. Collings son 
William F, Collings son 
Dame Sibyl Mary Beaumont 
daughter (by marriage Mrs. S. M. 

Hathaway, O.B.E.) 


1730 by purchase 1721 


1733 by purchase 1730 
1742 
1752 
1778 
1820 
1839 
1849 

1853 by purchase 1852 
1882 
1927 
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Fiom left to light Jack Hamon, autlioi’s daughter Patncia, 
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Appendix 19 


The Seneschals and Qreffiers of Sark. 
The Seneschals . 


Pierre Gibault 

1675 

Thomas de Beauvoir 

1680 

Philippe de Maresq 

1683 

(Drowned 14 Feb., 1701) 


Jean Payne 

1703 

Philippe de Carteret 

1707 

La Moignerie 


Robert Slowley 


James Milner 


Pierre Le Masurier 

1752 

Henri Le Masurier 

1777 

Amice Le Couteur 

1785 

Jean Le Couteur 

1808 

Jean Falle 

1812 

Elie Le Masurier 

1830 

Philippe Guille 

1841 

Thomas Godfrey 

1851 

William de Carteret 

1876 

Abraham Baker 

1881 

Thomas Godfray 

1891 

Kenneth Campball 

1920 

Ashby Taylor 

1922 

Frederick de Carteret 

1925 

William Carre 

1937 

William Baker, M.B.E. 

1945 


F 
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The Gretfiers. 


Thomas Machon 

1675 

Philippe de Carteret 

1703 

Jean Esnouf 

1711 

Pierre Le Masurier 

1734 

Henri Le Masurier 

1752 

Thomas de Carteret 

1784 

Thomas Godfrey Junr. 

1812 

Elie Le Masurier 

1819 

William Robert 

1837 

Jean Vaudin 

1855 

Joseph Mollet 

1891 

Philippe Carre 

1898 

Philippe Thomas Carr4 

1927 

Hilary Carre 

1945 


Appendix 20 

The Contract of Sale of the Island of Sark to Dame Susanne Le 
Pelley, n£e Le Gros, by the Bishop of Gloucester, executor of 
Seigneur James Milner. 

Le 5 jour du mois de mai 1731 devant Monsr Philippe de 
Carteret, Senechal. 

II est permis ft Monsieur Nicolas Le Pelley, Procureur de 
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Dame Susanne Le Gros sa mire de faire enregistrer dans les 
registres de eet lie de Serk un Contrat par Ie quel le tres 
Rlvorend Pere en Dieu Joseph Seigneur Eveque de Glocester 
a cendu & la dite Dame Susanne Le Gros la Seigneurie de la 
dite Tie de Serk apres que le dit Contrat de vente a ete reconnu 
par devant Monsr Le Lieutenant Bailiff et Messrs Les Juris 
de la Cour Royale de Tile de Guernsey eomnae il nous a paru 
par son acte & Pendos de la dite vente en date du 29ieme Jour 
de Mars mil sept cent trente et un Sign! d*Eleazar Le Marchant 
Ecuyer Lieutenant Bailiff et des Messrs Thos Fiott et Pierre 
Careye fils fn. Juris desquels contrat et Acte le teneur suit: 

This indenture made the twenty-eighth day of August in the 
forth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the 
Second by the Grace of God of Great Britain France and 
Ireland King defender of the faith etc. Annoque Domini One 
thousand seven hundred and thirty between the Right Rever- 
and Father in God Joseph Lord Bishop of Glocester of the 
one part and Susanna Le Pelley alias Le Gros of the Island of 
Guernsey widow of the other part witnesseth that for and in 
consideration of the sum of three thousand seven hundred 
pounds of lawful money of Great Britain to the said Joseph 
Lord Bishop of Glocester in hand well and truly paid by the 
said Susanna Le Pelley alias Le Gros at and before the en¬ 
sealing and delivery of these presents being the same sum and 
consideration which is mentioned in a certain Indenture 
Tripartite of release bearing even date with these presents and 
made or mentioned to be made between the said Joseph Lord 
Bishop of Glocester of the first part Anne Milner of the City 
of Glocester, Spinster, Elizabeth Milner of the same, Spinster 
and Catherine Milner of the same, Spinster, who together with 
Jane Wilcock the late wife of the said Joseph Lord Bishop 
of Glocester deceased were the Residuary Legatees nominated 
in the last Will and testament of James Milner late of Weston 
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Green, in the County of Surrey, Esquire deceased of the second 
part and the said Susanna Le Pelley alias Le Gros of the third 
part. 

The receipt whereof He the said Joseph Lord Bishop of 
Glocester doth hereby acknowledge and thereof acquit release 
and discharge the said Susanna Le Pelley alias Le Gros her 
executors administrators and assigns and every of them by 
these presents. He the said Joseph Lord Bishop of Glocester 
hath granted Bargained and sold and by these presents doth 
fully clearly and absolutely grant bargain and sell unto the 
said Susanna Le Pelley alias Le Gros her heirs and assigns 
all that the Island of Sark near the Island of Jersey and the 
Seignory or lordship of the said Island of Serk and all and 
singular the rights members libertys Franchises immunities 
Privileges and appartenances thereto belonging and all and 
singular the lands messuages mills corn Rents money Rents 
and all other the appartenances thereto belonging or in any 
wise and the reversion and Reversions Remainder and remain¬ 
ders Rents issues and profits whatsoever of all and singular the 
said premises and of every part and pareell thereof and all 
the estate Right Title Interest use Fruit Inheritance Claim 
and demand whatsoever of him the said Joseph Lord Bishop 
of Glocester his heirs and assignes To have and to hold the 
said Island of Serk and all and singular other the premisses 
with their and every of their Rights members Privileges and 
appartenances to the said Susanna Le Pelley alias Le Gros her 
heirs and assignes to the onely use and behoof of the said 
Susanna Le Pelley alias Le Gros her heirs and assignes for 
ever and to and for no other use trust Interest or purpose 
whatsoever. 

In witness whereof the said partys to these present their 
hands and seals Interchangeably have sett the day and year 
first above written. 

Sign6 Jos. (L.S.) Glocester. 
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Appendix 21 

The Order in Council permitting the sale of Sark to the 
Collings family, the present Seigneurs of Sark. 


AT THE COURT OF BUCKINGHAM PALACE THE II BAY OF 
NOVEMBER 1852. 


The Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty 
His Royal Highness Prince Albert 


Lord President 

Lord Privy Seal 

Lord Steward 

Duke of Northumberland 

Lord Chamberlain 

Marquis of Abercorn 

Earl of Derby 

Earl of Jersey 


Earl of Hardwieke 

Earl of Malmesbury 

Lord John Manners 

Mr Iierries 

Sir I. Packington Bart 

Mr Secretary Walpole 

Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer 

Mr Huby 


Whereas there was this day read a report of the Right 
Honorable the Lords of the committee of Council for the affairs 
of Guernsey and Jersey dated the 9th inst in the words fol¬ 
lowing viz:— 


Your Majesty having been pleased by your order in Council 
of the 16th of October last to refer unto this committee the 
humble petition of Peter Carey Le Pelley of the Island of 
Sark Esquire, setting forth that Your Majesty’s Royal Pre¬ 
decessor Queen Elizabeth by Her Letters Patent under the 
Great Seal of England bearing date the sixth day of 
August in the seventh year of her Reign in consideration of 
Fifty pounds paid to the said Queen’s Receiver General in the 
Island of Guernsey, for her use by Hilary de Carteret, Esquire, 
Lord of the Seignory, Lordship or Fee Haubert of Saint Ouen 
in the Island of Jersey did give and grant unto the said Hilary 
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de Carteret all that the Island of Sark With all its rights, 
members, liberties and appurtenances, unto the said Hilary de 
Carteret and his heirs Lords of the said Island of Jersey “ To 
have, hold and enjoy the same with the appurtenances.” 
To the only use of the said Hilary de Carteret and his heirs 
forever. To be held of the Queen, Her Heirs and successors in 
Capite, at the twentieth part of one Knight's Fee and paying 
yearly to the said Queen Her Heirs and successors, Fifty 
shillings as therein mentioned as well for all Fines and de¬ 
mands for Homage and services as for all other services, rents, 
exactions and demands whatsoever. 

That in the said Letters Patent was contained a Proviso that 
the said Hilary de Carteret or his heirs or any of them should 
not give, sell nor alienate his or their whole Estate in the 
premises without the Licence of the said Queen, Her Heirs or 
successors first obtained yet so nevertheless as that it should be 
lawful for him and his heirs from time to time and at all times 
during the force and virtue of the said Letters Patent to lease 
grant or farm some part or parcels of the aforesaid Island of 
Sark by Indenture to be sealed with his or their seals for and 
during such and the like estates term and terms whatsoever, 
for term or terms of life, lives, years, forever or otherwise in 
as ample or the like manner or form as the said Hilary de 
Carteret or his ancestors seized in fee simple, of or in any land, 
tenements or hereditaments held of the said Queen or Her 
progenitors in Capite, by Knight's service and within the said 
Island of Guernsey and Jersey or either of them lying or exist¬ 
ing had used to lease, grant or farm his same lands to some 
tenants and farmers of his own, thereunder the seal or seals 
of the said Islands of Guernsey and Jersey or either of them. 
That the said petitioner is the present possessor and proprietor 
in fee simple of the said Island of Sark, with its rights, mem¬ 
bers, liberties and appurtenances, under a title derived from 
the said Hilary de Carteret, with the licence or permission of 
Your Royal Predecessors and that the said petitioner has oc- 
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casion and is desirous to sell and dispose of the same and 
therefore, humbly praying Your Majesty to grant unto him 
Your Majesty's Royal Permission and authority, to grant and 
convey, by way of absolute sale or alienation and not other¬ 
wise all that the entirety, and rights, members, liberties and 
appurtenances whatsoever, and all and singular lands, 
meadows, feedings, pastures, commons, wastes, void ground, 
woods, underwoods, coppices, waters, watercourses, fees, rents, 
services, royalties, franchises, liberties, jurisdictions, succes¬ 
sions, premier seizins, renunciations, tithes, obventions, mines, 
quarries, wardships, marriages, aids, wrecks, privileges, emolu¬ 
ments, rights, profits, commodities and appurtenances what¬ 
soever, to the said Island of Sark or any part thereof anyways 
belonging or appertaining or that were held known, accepted 
or reputed as members, parts or parcels of, or appertaining 
to the said Island of Sark or to any part of the same and 
the reversion and reversions and remainders, rents, issues and 
profits of the premises and every part thereof for the estate, 
right, title, interest, use, trust, property, claim and demand 
whatsoever, both at law and in equity of the said petitioner 
or into or out of the premises and every part thereof and not 
for any less of derivate estate, right, title or interest whatso¬ 
ever unto any one person, being Your Majesty's natural born 
subject and residing within Your Majesty's Dominions. 

And that Your Majesty would be pleased to require and 
command the Bailiff and Jurats of the said Island of Guernsey 
for the time being and all others whom it may concern that 
they cause Your Majesty's Royal permission and authority so 
to be granted to the said petitioner and such deed or convey¬ 
ance as shall be made or executed by him in pursuance thereof, 
to be registered and recorded amongst the registers or records 
of the said Island of Guernsey, to the intent that all persons 
whom it may concern may take notice thereof and govern 
themselves accordingly and that Your Majesty would also be 
pleased to ordain and appoint that such person unto whom 
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the premises shall be sold and conveyed by the said petitioner 
in pursuance of Your Majesty’s Royal permission and authority 
so to be granted as aforesaid, shall hold and enjoy the same 
accordingly, subject, nevertheless, to and under the rents and 
services to Your Majesty, Your Heirs and Successors, due and 
payable for the premises and every part thereof. The Lords 
of the Committee in obedience to Your Majesty’s said order of 
reference, have this day, taken the said petition into consider¬ 
ation and agree humbly to report as their opinion, to Your 
Majesty that it may be advisable for Your Majesty to comply 
with the prayer of the said petition. 


Her Majesty, having taken the said report into consideration 
was pleased by and with the advice of Her Privy Council, to 
approve thereof; and Her Majesty doth hereby permit and 
authorise Peter Carey Le Pelley of the Island of Sark, Esquire, 
to grant and convey in way of absolute sale and alienation, 
and not otherwise, all that entirety, and not any part or parcel 
divided or undivided, of the said Island of Sark, with all its 
rights, members, liberties and appurtenances whatsoever and 
all and singular lands, meadows, feedings, pastures, commons, 
wastes, void grounds, woods, underwoods, coppices, waters, 
watercourses, fees, rents, services, royalties, franchises, 
liberties, jurisdictions, successions, premier seizins, renuncia¬ 
tions, tithes, obventions, mines, quarries, wardships, marriages, 
aids, wrecks, privileges, emoluments, rights, profits, commodi¬ 
ties and appurtenances whatsoever, to the said Island of Sark 
or any part thereof anyways belonging or appertaining or that 
ever were held known, accepted or reputed as members, parts or 
parcels of or appertaining to the said Island of Sark or to any 
part of the same, and the reversion and reversions, rents, issues 
and profits of the premises and every part thereof for the 
estate, right, title, interest, use, trust, property, claim and de- 
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mand whatsoever, both at law and in equity of the said Peter 
Carey Le Pelley of, into or out of the premises and every part 
thereof and not for any less or derivate estate, right, title or 
interest whatsoever unto any one person being Her Majesty's 
natural born subject and residing within Her Majesty's 
Dominions. 

And Her Majesty further is pleased to require and command 
the Bailiff and Jurats of the Island of Guernsey for the time 
being and all other persons whom it may concern, that they 
cause this, Her Majesty's Royal permission and authority and 
such deed or conveyance as shall be made or executed by the 
said Peter Carey Le Pelley in pursuance thereof, to be register¬ 
ed and recorded amongst the registers or records of the said 
Island of Guernsey, to the intent that all persons whom it may 
concern may take notice thereof and govern themselves ac¬ 
cordingly. 

And Her Majesty is also pleased to ordain and appoint that 
such persons unto whom the premises shall be sold and con¬ 
veyed by the said Peter Carey Le Pelley, in pursuance of this, 
Her Majesty's Royal permission and authority, shall hold and 
enjoy the same accordingly, subject nevertheless, to and at 
and under the rents and services to Her Majesty, Her Heirs and 
Successors due and payable for the premises and every part 
thereof. 

Whereof the Bailiff and Jurats of the Island of Guernsey and 
all other persons whom it may concern, are to take notice of 
this, Her Majesty's order and govern themselves accordingly, 

(Signed) ¥m. L. Bathurst. 


Appendix 22 

The Contract of Sale of the Island of Sark by Peter Carey Le 
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Pelley to Mrs. T. G. Collings in 3 852, the last time the Island 
changed hands. 

A tous eenx que ces presentes Lettres verront ou orront 
Hilary Ollivier Carr6 Ecuyer, Lieutenant de Pierre Stafford 
Carey, Bailiff de Pile de Guernsey sous notre Souveraine Dame, 
La Reine Victoria par la Grace de Dieu Rcine du Royaume uni 
de la grande Bretagne et Irelande, Ddfenseure de la foi, salut 
en Dieu. 

Savoir faisons que par devant nous en la Viile de Saint 
Pierre Port, le quatre d£cembre, mil huit cent cinquante deux 
et en presence de Harry Dobr4e et Jean Le Mottee 4cuyers 
Jur6s de la Cour Royale de la dite lie a comparu personelle- 
ment Monsieur Jean Le Normand, fils de David, de la paroisse 
de Saint Pierre Port, Procureur dfiment fond4 de Pierre Carey 
Le Pelley, Ecuyer ci devant de Pile de Serk et presentement 
demeurant en Pile de Jersey suivant sa Procuration qui a parti 
sous le sceau du Baillage de'la dite lie de Jersey en date du 
seize janvier, mil huit cent cinquante deux, lequel dit Procureur 
en vertu du pouvoir h lui donne par la dite Procuration qui 
Pautorise a ce faire et aussi en vertu de la permission et autorit6 
donnS au dit Pierre Carey Le Pelley par sa Tr&s Excellent© 
Majeste par son ordre en Conseil en date du dix novembre mil 
huit cinquante deux le dit ordre enregistr4 sur les records de 
cette He le vingt sept novembre mi] huit cent cinquante deux 
de sa libre et franche volontS a reeonnu et confessSe avoir 
vendu alien4 et totalement transports du dit Pierre Carey Le 
Pelley et des sea hoirs en en fin et perpetuite d’h6ritage a 
Dame Marie Allaire de la dite paroisse de Saint Pierre Port, 
dame d’elle par le deces de Thomas Guerin Collings Ecuyer son 
mari present et acceptant pour elle et ses hoirs a jamais. 

Savoir est Pavant dite ile de Serk et la Seigneurie de la dite 
lie de Serk avec tous les droits, membres, libertes et apparten- 
ances, quelconques (y compris PHe de Brechou autrement Pile 
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des Marchands, Fislot appelle PEtat de Serk et les Moyes et 
rockers pres de la dile lie de Serk) et avec toutes et chacunes 
les terres maisons et Edifices, moulins, praii'ies, patures, 
paturages, communes, terres vastes et vacantes, bois, tallies, 
caus, courants d'eau, droits feodaux, rentes, services, royantes, 
franchises, libertes, jurisdictions, gardes, marriages, premieres 
saisines, renoneiations, dimes, obventions, mines, aides, varechs 
de mer, privileges, emoluments, droits, profits, avantages et 
appartenances, quelconques appartant a la dite lie de Serk ou a 
quelque partie d’icelle de quelque maniere que ce soit ou qui ont 
jamais censes connus acceptes ou reputes comme membre partie 
ou parcelle de ou appartenant & la dite lie de Serk ou a quelque 
partie d’ icelle et la reversion et les reversions, les rentes, fruits 
et profits des premises et de chaque parties d’icelles tout et 
autant comme au dit Pierre Carey Le Pelley Ecr. Mritier 
d'Ernest Le Pelley Ecr. son feu Pere en peut compter et 
appartenir rien except^ ni reserve la dite Vente faite pour le 
prix et somme de Six Mille Livres Sterling argent au cours de 
la dite He de Guernsey franchement et quittement que le dit 
Procureur du dit Pierre Carey Le Pelley a reconnu avoir xequ. 
*de la dite Marie Allaire comme suit savoir Mille Trois Cent 
Livres Six Schellings Huit Pennys en bon argent comptant et 
Quatre Mille Six Cent Seize Livres, Treize Schellings Quatre 
Pennys au moyen d’une obligation pour la somme de Quatre 
Mille Livres Sterling et Inter&ts sign6e de justice en date du 
Trente Mai, Mil Huit cent quarante quatre consentie & 
Guernsey par Favant dit feu Ernest Le Pelley en vertu du 
pouvoir qui lui avait donnS par Licence de son avant dite 
MajestS sous le grand sceau d’Angleterre en date du vingt 
quatre F6vrier Mil Huit cent quarante quatre enregistrGe sur 
les records de cette lie le Quatorze Mars Mil Huit Cent 
quarante quatre en faveur de feu Jean Allaire S6nieur Eeuyer 
du Mont Durand en Pavant dite Paroisse de Saint Pierre Port 
laquelle obligation est enregistr^e sur le livre des contracts 
pour la date du trente Mai Mil Huit Cent quaTante quatre et 
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de laquelle obligation la dite Marie Allaire est devenue pro- 
pri6taire eomme hgritiere en partie du dit feu Jean Allaire 
Senieur son Pere et de feu Jean Allaire Jnnieur Ecuyer, son 
frere et laquelle obligation est par ces presentes d£clar4e ac¬ 
quires au moyen de ce que dessus. 

Et s’oblige la dite Marie Allaire tant pour elle que pour 
ses hoirs de payer k compter du dix Octobre dernier inclusive- 
ment et annuellement a dit jour ensuivant 4 Pacquit et decharge 
du dit Pierre Carey Le Pelley et de ses hoirs a son avant dite 
Majeste et & ses nobles hoirs et successeurs la somrne annuelle 
de cinquante schellings sterling, payable a, la recette de sa dite 
Majest4 en la dite lie de Guernsey. 

Et s’oblige de plus la dite Marie Allaire de payer k compter 
du sept Aofit dernier la salaire du Ministre de la dite lie de 
Serk et de faire de tel autre paiemcnts auquel le propri6taire 
de la dite lie de Serk peut etre legalemcnt assuyette pour 
PEglise et recole et les pauvres de la dite lie. 

Et s’oblige de dit Proeureur pour le dit Pierre Carey Le 
Pelley de livrer sans d61ai a la dite Marie Allame ou h ses hoirs 
tons Contrats Titres Acts Documents Pieces Copies et Eecords* 
de Pieces et autres Merits ayant rapport aux prfimises eomme il 
peut avoir en sa possession eomme aussi Pancien eceau de la 
dite Seigneurie. 

Et auront la dite Marie Allaire et ses hoirs tous les objets 
appartenant des premises qui d’aprfcs leurs usage ou leurs 
destination sont reputes immeubles y compris un Canon d’airain 
qui est pr4sentement dans les terres de la maison Seigneuriale 
de la dite He. 

Et aura la dite Marie Allaire droit aux recoltes, dimes, rentes 
et profits des premises pour Pann4e courante; et entrera en 
jouissance du restant des premises d4s ce jour et date mais 
laissera les locataires jouir de leurs louages respectifs jusqu* a 
Inspiration d'iceux et en recevra les loyers k compter de Noel 
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dernier. A tout quoi faire tenir et accomplir fournir et 
garantir les dites parties se sont rfoiproquement obliges savoir 
le dit Proeureur sur Pobligation de tous les biens meubles et 
heritages du dit du dit Pierre Carey Le Pelley presents et futurs 
et de ses hoirs. 

Et la dite Marie Allaire sur ^obligation de tous ses biens 
meubles et heritages presents et futurs et de ses hoirs. 

Et a paru par Pavant dite Procuration que lors de la pas- 
sation d’icelle Dame Anne Amy femme du dit Pierre Carey 
Le Pelley fut presente et dcclara autoriser de dit Proeureur 
a renoncer pour elle k tout et tel douaire sur le restant de 
Pheritage de son dit mari au cas qu’elle le survive et qu’elle 
declara par serment n’avoir 6t§ forcee ni constrainte par son 
dit mari k donner la susdite procuration qu’elle le faisait de son 
bon gre et franche volont6 et qu’elle ne contreviendrait jamais 
k ee qui serait fait et passe par le dit Proeureur en vertu d’icelle 
a peine de parjure. 

Et a le dit Proeureur en vertu du pouvoir k lui ainsi donne 
par la dite Anne Amy a tout et tel douaire comme elle pourrait 
ou prStendre sur*les premises reservant k la dite femme de 
prendre son dit douaire sur le restant de Pheritage de son dit 
mari au cas qu’elle le survive. 

En temoignage des quelles choses le sceau du baillage de la 
dite lie de Guernsey, k ces presentes Lettres est mis et'appos6, 
Signe: Hilary Olr. Carre Lieut. Bailiff 
Harry Dobree. Jean Le Mottee. 


Appendix 23 

The original version of the Contract of the sale of land by 
Seigneur Philippe de Carteret to Francois Yibert. 

A tous ceux qui ees pr4sentes lettres verront ou orront 
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Philippe de Carteret Seigneur de la Seigneurie et Fief Haubert 
de St Ouen en Tile de Jersey et ce FIsle de Serk avec toutes 
et chacuns ses appartenances et dependances sous la Majesty 
de notre Souverain Sire Jacques Premier de ce nom Roy 
d'Angleterre Ecosse France et Irelande deJIenseur de la Foy, 
Salut. 

Sachent tons que Pan de Grace 1612 le XXVI jour du mois 
de Decembre Je le dit Philippe Seigneur come dit est ay bailie 
cede et d§laiss6 et par ces presents baill6 cede et d61aisse 
a Frangois Yibert habitant et demeurant en cette Isle de Serk 
et a quiconque de ses Filles qui verra bon, habitant et restant 
en la dite lie de Serk et ainsi suceessivement d’Hoir en hoir, 

Une certaine Piece de Terre gisante en cette Isle de Serk au 
long du Grand Chemin de PEperquerie au Quest dicelluy et au 
long de la terre de Jean Le Gros au sud aic en PEst dicello 
butant sur la terre de Nicolas Yibert au Nord d’icelle et butant 
la ditte piece de Terre demeure ouvert. 

Item: une autre Piece de Terre gisante long du susdil 
Chemin de PEperquerie en Pest d'ieelluy et au long de la terre 
de Jean le Cerf au Ouest dieelle butant sur la terre de Nicolas 
Vibert au sud d’icelle et butant sur le chemin qui va k la terre 
Jean le Cerf au Nord dicelluy. 

Item: Une autre pi6ce de terre butant sur le chemin de 
PEperquerie en PEst dicelluy et au long de la terre de Pierre 
Le Couteur au Nord d’icelle au long des terres de Nicolas Vibert 
ou Ouest et sud dicelles jusques a la mer et au long des Terres 
des hers de Nicolas Guille au Nord dicelles jusques a la Mer. 

Item: Une autre Piece de Terre gisante au long du dit 
Chemin de PEperquerie en PEst dhcelluy et au Nord du Chemin 
qui va vers les Cotils du bord de PEst au Nord d’lceluy et 
ainsi au long des Costils de Nicolas Vibert au Ouest et Nord- 
Ouest dicelles jusques a la Mer et au sud et sud-est de la 
Grand Muraille de PEperquerie vers le nez. 
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Item: Une autre piece de Terre gisante entre les terres de 
Pierre Le Couteur et celles de Pierre le Feuvre butant sur le 
Grand Chemin de PEperquerie en l’Est d’Icelluy et butant 
depuis La Fosse h Martin vers l’Est jusques & la Mer. 

Item: Les deux tiers parties de Ph6ritage au dessous de la 
dite Muraille de l’Eperquerie vers le Nes. 

Item: Une autre piece de terre gisante entre les terres de 
Pierre Le Couteur et celles de Pierre le Feuvre butant sur le 
Grand Chemin de PEperquerie en PEst d'icelluy et butant sur 
la terre de Robin Le Brocq au Ouest d’icelle. 

Item: Une autre piSee de terre eu costils gisante sous le 
Grand Fort entre les Cotils de Pierre Le Feuvre et ceux des 
hers de Jean Rogier, et au dessous de la terre de Pierre Le 
Couteur depuis le Haut des cotils presque a la Mer. 

Toutes les dittes Pieces de Terres telles que les sont et come 
elles s’y pourporte. 

La ditte Bailie et delaissance faite pour payer annuellement 
au jour St Michel penultieme de Septembre h moi le dit 
Seigneur et a mes hers Seigneurs possesseurs de la dite 
Seigneurie de St Ouen et ITsle de Serk. Dix sept cabots deux 
sixtonniers de Froment en pur froxnent et sans dSchet mesure 
de la dite lie de Serk, Trois livres trois sous toumois et un 
chapon de tout de rente. 

Et est entendu et conditionne que les dites terres demeuront 
impartables de temps en temps au dit Francois Yibert, h sa 
ditte Fille et & quiconque son hoir plus prochain et habile a 
luy succeder come dessus et ainsi successivement puissent 
clamer ou demander h litre et droit de partage ou Escheste 
aucune part ou portion quelconques* 

Et est entendu qui si avenant la mort et trepas du dit Francois 
Vibert sa part de la succession se trouver meilleure que eelle 
de ses soeurs alors elle sera tenue eeder le surplus a ses dites 
Soeurs soit en meuble ou Rente requitable. 
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Et ne pourra la dit Frangois ou son dit hoir on hoirs succes- 
sifs vendre bailie ou disposer de susdites Terres, ou aucune 
parcelles d’icelles sans le Conge et Licence expresse du dit 
Seigneur come aussi ne lever aucune Rente ou Rentes sur 
icelles hors de la dites lie. 

Et s’obligera le dit Frangois et ses hers payer les susdites 
Rentes an jour et Trouve cy dessus Prefix et susmentionne 
come aussi pareillement d'accomplir toutes et chacuns les 
conditions cy dessus accoudees et specifiez de point en point. 

En tesmoignage de quoy et de toutes et chacune les choses 
que dessus, Je, le dit Seigneur et pour mes hers Seigneurs come 
dite et promets et m'oblige tenir cette presente bailie, d61ais- 
sance pour ferm et vaillable h. fin et perpetuite d’heritage sauf 
et reserver tous Droits et devoirs Seigneuriaux. 

En tesmoignage desquelles choses j’ai signS ces presents de 
mon signe Manuel et Scelle du Sceau de mes Armes Fan et 
jour susdit. 

Et est entendu que le dit Frangois et hers peuvent labourer 
leur part de la dite terre au dessus de la Muraille de 
FEperquerie. 


Appendix 24 

Arms of the de Carterets as borne by the Seigneur of St Ouen. 
Quarterly I and 4. 

Gules, four fusils conjoined in fesse, argent, for de Carteret. 

Gules, three round buckles, or, a crescent in chief, argent, 
for difference, for Mallet. 

Quartering: 
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Argent, a chevron gules, on a chief, azure, three estoiles, or, 
in base a thistle slipped, ppr, for Le Maistre. 

Gules, three escallops, or, a mullet, for difference, for 
Dumaresq. 

Gules, four fusils conjoined in fesse, argent, for de Carteret. 

Gules, a chevron between three towers, triple towered, or 
for St Ouen. 

Gules, four fusils, conjoined in fesse, argent, for dAlbini. 

Sable, two shin-bones in saltire, argent, the dexter sur¬ 
mounted of the sinister, for Newton. 

Azure, three lions, rampant, or, a bordure sable, for de Caux. 

Argent, a saltire, gules, between four fleur de lis, azure for 
Harliston. 

Gules, two bars, ermine, in chief, three martlets, or, for Sarre. 

Gules, four fusils conjoined in fesse, argent, in base, an 
annulet, or, for difference, for de Carteret. 

Sable, three swords in pile, argent, point downwards, hilts 
and pomels, or, for Poulett. 

Argent, two wings, conjoined, ermine, for Raynes. 

Azure, six mascles, argent, three and three, for Credie. 

Party per fesse, gules and azure, three crescents, argent, for 
Aumeral. 

Barry of eight, argent and gules, over all a bend, sable, for 
Bourton. 

Argent, a chevron, gules, between three garbs, vert, for 
Bosco. 

Azure, on chief, argent, a demi-lion couped, gules, for 
Deniband. 

Argent, three Chevrons, sable, for Archdeacon. 
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Chiles, a cross, fleury, or, charged with seven roundles, sable, 
for Latimer. 

Gules, a wyvern with wings erect, argent, for Le Brent. 

Gules, three lions passant, in pale, argent, over all a label 
of three points, sable for Gifford. 

Argent, a fesse between three cinquefoils, gules, for Poutrell. 

Argent, a fesse between three wolves heads erased, sable, for 
Seale. 

Crests. 

1, On a mound vert, a squirrel, sejant, cracking a nut, ppr, 
for de Carteret. 

2, Out of a ducal coronet, a cock statant gules, for Mallet. 

3, A dexter arm, in armour, embowed, grasping a wreath of 
laurel, all ppr, for Le Maistre. 

Mottoes. 

Loyal Devoir. 

En Dieu afde. 

Supporters. 

Two winged deer, gules, langued, azure. 


Appendix 25 

Family tree of a branch of the de Carteret family who accom¬ 
panied Helier to Sark. 

There are many Sark families who can trace their descent 
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from the original colonists, but I have only studied the de 
Carteret family, partly for personal reasons and also because 
they were the most prominent family in the Island’s history. 

Jean (Jurat) 

m* 20 Avgust 1575 Judith Quesle fills Jean 


Josud born 29 December, 1588 
drowned 25 September, 1631 
m. 12 January, 1610, Susanno Viberd fille Francois 
(Susanne later married Jean Perier of Dos d'Ane) 

i 

Samuel bom 15 July, 1618 
died 15 November, 1684 

m, 7 October, 1663, Catherine de Carteret file Jean 


Thomas born 9 October, 1681 
died 27 September, 1751 

m. 7 March, 1707, Thomasse Vaudin fill© Jean (Minister) 

I 

Elie de la Fregondde 
born 8 May, 1715 
died 1794 

m, 5 May, 1737, Elisabeth de Carteret (Dos d’Ane) fille Samuel 


Elie born 9 December, 1753 
drowned 22 August, 1795 

m. 1774, Charlotte Guille, who afterwards married Philippe Le Feuvre 


Pierre, born 1777 

m, 1st, 20 February, 1797 Judith Hamon, 2nd, 1808 Susan Hacquoil 
Pierre’s descendants 

1st marriage 

Phillips born 11 January, 1803 
died 14 August, 1875 
m. 1825 Susanne Hamon Le Feuvre 


Elie bom 21 March, 1830 

m. 24 January, 1861, Judith Carrd fills Philippe and Nancy. 
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Elie born 17 May, 1875 
m. Florrie Letcher 


Elie born 19 August, 1899 
m, Hannah O'Riordon 


Elie Michael, born 26 April, 1923 

2nd marriage 

Pierre born 29 February, 1808 
died 12 April, 1882 

m. Susan Hacquoil died 11 October, 1883, aged 81 years 5 months 


Philippe born 28 June, 1842 
m, Mary Ann Guille dlle Jean (Peignerie) 


Ann bom 14 December, 1879 
m. Herbert William Tanquerel Baker, of La Moigneric 


Appendix 26 

The de Oarterets of La Valette and the Hamons of Du Yal 
and Duvallerie. 

The various Tenancies have changed hands many times since 
they were first purchased from the Seigneurs by the original 
owners. In only one case have I been able to find that the same 
family have lived in the same Tenancy in the Quarantaine 
since it was bought by their forebears. This is the Tenancy 
near Point Robert called La Yalette, where the same family of 
de Carteret has lived since about 1600, when they purchased it 
from the Seigneur. 

Below is the family tree of these de Carterets, showing all 
the owners down to the present day. It will be noted that they 
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have a common ancestor with the family given in Appendix 25. 


Jean (Jurat) 

l 


Josu6 born 29 December, 1588 
died 25 September, 1631 
m. 12 January, 1610, Susanne Vibert 

I 

Frangois born 18 February, 1616 
died 19 December, 1689 

m, 28 March, 1638, Martha tfille Andr6 Romeril, died 5 March, 1692 


JosuS born 10 June, 1655 
died 18 March, 1702 

m. 7 December, 1676, Rachel Poindestre, died 21 November, 1741 


Samuel born 30 December, 1677 
m. 10 April, 1706, Sarah Guille, died 20 February, 1750 

i 

Robert born 31 August, 1715 
m. 2T July, 1746, Mfeafeeth Simon tfife Michel 


Robert born 13 Juno, 1748 
died 22 April, 1830 
m. Elizabeth de Carteret, died 1810 


Philippe born 1794 
died 24 February, 1874 
m. Patty Guille, died 0 February, 1890 


Joseph born 1 November 1831 
died 9 July, 1909 

m, Jane Drillot, died 1 September, 1875 

i 

Robert Savery, born 4 November, 1868 
m. December, 1916, Mathilda Charlotte Guille 


Henriette May, born 6 May, 1018 
m. 16 February, 1939, Hilary Carr6, the present Greflfter. 
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Sir Charles de Carteret sold Du Val farm in kittle Sark to 
Elie Hamon and his two sons, Jean and Samuel, on 23rd 
August, 1710. At Elie’s death the property was divided be¬ 
tween the two sons, being split into two parts Du Val and 
Duvallerie. Only the latter is included in the Qimrantaine, but 
both farms are still owned by members of the Hamon family, 
Du Val by John Vaudin Hamon and Duvallerie by Mrs. Esther 
Perree. 


Thomas m. Mathie 


Jacob, b. 29/0/1570 


Elie m. Jeanne Du Val 
23/8/1508/1665 


Jacob, b. 20/1/1 628 

d* &WW5 

m. Thomasse de Carteret 


Elie. b. 13/2/1659 (bought Du Val 1710) 
m. Olive de Carteret 4/6/1685 

Du Val _| 


Jean. b. 22/1/1687 Samuel, b. 17/11/1689 

m. Elizabeth Mauger m. Anne Le Eeuvre 

17/1/1722 I 


Du Vallerie 


Jean. b. 22/12/1723 

m. Judith de Carteret 
Dos D'Ane 


Samuel, b. 6/7/1732 

m, Sara Le Eeuvre 
fills Nathaniel 
20/9/1747 


28/1/1748 

i 

Jean. b. 23/8/1749 

m. Janne de Carteiet 
21/2/1775 
1 

Jean. m. Rachel Picot 


I 

I 

Pierre, b. 3/8/1756 

m. Sophie Hacquoil 

I 

I 

Bernie 
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